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NOTE: Though some wording can be modified to fit the reader’s personal style, this script should be followed as written. The entire presentation should not exceed 20 minutes. The numbers “(1)” refer to the PowerPoint slides.
(1)
Designing criminal justice responses to respond to the unique challenges of women prisoners, children and youth offenders, and vulnerable groups. 

Our presentation in this workshop is not intended to provide specific solutions or even recommended best practice that is generic and relevant to all nations. Rather, we have been tasked with looking at specific issues which were raised by the Salvador Declaration and which most of the member nations want to address. (2) The Programme Network Institutes the PNI - individually have been involved in programs, research or have access to resources that are appropriate for use by individual nations and cover some of the specific issues. However, what we hope to accomplish with this presentation is to demonstrate the power of the combined resources of the PNI and how each of the nations, organizations or even individuals here can access them to help establish their own, individualized approaches to implementing criminal justice and human rights programs raised by the Salvador Declaration and United Nations standards and norms or legislation or procedures developed in your own nation.
An example of the long term commitment of the PNI can be found with the International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy (ICCLR) has worked, since 2009, with the UNODC and the United Nations Mission in Sudan to rebuild the capacity of the National Prisons Service of South Sudan and to help introduce reforms specifically meant to improve the situation of vulnerable groups in the justice system. The programme, funded by the Governments of Canada and the United States, addresses the issues identified in the initial assessment conducted in 2008 of the situations of vulnerable groups in South Sudan Prisons. It specifically created alternatives to incarceration for juvenile offenders and helped improve prison conditions affecting women prisoners.
The way I will proceed is to take specific parts of the Salvador Declaration (3) that relate to designing criminal justice responses to the unique challenges of women prisoners, children and youth offenders, and vulnerable groups and give examples of how members of the PNI can and have provided help. The Salvador Declaration stated, (4)
We acknowledge  the  need  for  Member  States  to  ensure effective gender equality in crime prevention, access to justice and the protection offered by the criminal justice system.
First, it is instructive to note that the workshops held at the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in Salvador was organized by the PNI and several provided research as well as practical examples. HEUNI – the European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control Affiliated with the United Nations produced the proceedings of the workshop on Best Practices in the Treatment of Prisoners in the Criminal Justice System and the International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy (ICCLR&CJP) presented the overview of the survey of United Nations and other best practices in the treatment of prisoners in the criminal justice system.
HEUNI is an implementing partner for a new project entitled “STRONG”, Capacity building on female prisoners with a history of violence and abuse, coordinated by the Scientific Institute of the German Medical Association. The aim of the project is to identify existing European programs and practices that address women in prison who have experienced childhood, intimate partner or other forms of physical and sexual violence. HEUNI is responsible for analyzing existing practices and programs. This is an excellent example of PNI resources and expertise being used for the development of specific programs of importance in a variety of nations.
The Salvadore declaration further stated: (5) We   welcome   the   draft   United   Nations   rules   for   the treatment of  women prisoners and  non-custodial  measures for  women offenders.  Taking  note  of  the  outcome  and  the  recommendations  of the   meeting   of   the   expert   group   to   develop   supplementary   rules specific  to  the  treatment  of  women  in  detention  and  in  custodial  and non-custodial settings,  we  recommend  that the  Commission  on Crime Prevention  and  Criminal Justice  consider  them  as  a  matter  of  priority for appropriate action.

It was during this workshop that Thailand presented the detailed explanation for the Supplementary Rules for the treatment of women prisoners and non-custodial measures for women offenders (6). The UN Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD) provided information helpful to those nations looking at the issue of the treatment of women in prisons. This is one example of three Institutes from three different regions of the world working together to provide help on a subject of common concern.

The International Scientific and Professional Advisory Council of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme (ISPAC) partnered with the International Corrections and Prisons Association (ICPA) and the American Correctional Association (ACA) and conducted an analysis of the United States Standards for Accreditations for Corrections (7) and developed a comparison with them to the UN Rules on the Treatment of Female Offenders. That comparison pointed out areas where the American Correctional Association was in compliance and where some changes might be considered. As a result, at least one new standard has been added to the ACA standards and others are being considered. Additional work by ISPAC and ICPA in conjunction with other PNI members will provide sample procedures and cost/benefit analysis to help nations implement the Bangkok Rules.

A related and significant activity by ILANUD might be instructive for many nations. They organized a Convention for Gender Justice of the Latin American Prosecutorial Agencies together with the Justice and Gender Foundation in which defense attorneys analyzed the situation of female inmates and issued the Declaration for Gender Justice.
(8) The Salvador Declaration acknowledged the need for programs aimed   at   combating   racism   and   xenophobia, reducing the exclusion of minorities and  migrants and thus promoting community cohesion. Though not directed at community crime prevention, programs by two Institutes do provide examples of help available to all nations in this area of common concern. Fear, caused by ignorance of Islam and terrorism has caused inappropriate legislation to be adopted in some nations and legal and prison practices to be established that is prejudicial in nature. In order to help legislators and practitioners better understand Islam and Sharia and its place in modern criminal justice, the International Institute of Higher Studies in Criminal Justice (ISISC) has conducted several high level seminars for national military leaders and justice experts on Shari’a Law. (9) ISISC also worked with UNODC in Afghanistan and produced a training program for correctional workers on the implementation of the new Afghan Constitution and penal laws in compliance with international human rights standards. Part of that work provided examples from the Quran and quotes from Mohammad showing the compatibility between UN standards and Shari’a. 
The Naif Arab University for Security Sciences (NAUSS) produced a paper on Islamic Sanctions in Islamic Socienties to present, in relatively simple terms, information on the use of Shari’a in modern criminal justice systems. To help prison professionals in their knowledge and treatment of Muslim prisoners, NAUSS produced a booklet on The Religious Rights and Duties of Muslim Inmates in Prison. That booklet is available in English, Spanish, French, Portuguese and Arabic. Like much of the work produced by the various members of the PNI, that material is available for use by any nation or institution which would find it helpful.
A primary concern during the 12th Congress and reflected in the Salvador Declaration, was concern for preventing youth crime and protection of children. (10) PNI programs and resources to help nations in this area are vast and easily accessible to nations in all regions of the world.
The Institute for Security Studies (ISS) focuses on the impact of conflict on the security of children who often become displaced, forced into being child soldiers and/or targeted as sex slaves by militias. The work of the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC) in preventing youth crime in Peru and intervention strategies for Street gangs in Canada provide all nations with examples of both how to conduct effective evaluations and samples of programs that might be easy to replicate.
The Salvador Declaration (11)  invited   the   Commission   on   Crime   Prevention   and Criminal  Justice  to  consider  requesting  the  United  Nations  Office  on Drugs  and  Crime  to  design  and  provide  to  States  specific  technical assistance programmes to achieve these aims. As the Commission considers this recommendation and UNODC develops ways to implement it, the PNI are equipped and eager to help. The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) has an extensive library and information center as does the National Institute of Justice of the United States Department of Justice (NIJ) and the Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC). The United Nations Far East Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFEI) currently provides technical assistance in a variety of nations as does the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI), the Basel Institute on Governance (ICAR), the Korean Institute of Criminology (KIC), and the College for Criminal Law Sciences (CCLS). The African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI) provided a technical support study that revealed drug control challenges within prisons in Eastern Africa that contributed to threat assessment and control. ILANUD conducted a training program for the reduction of correctional overpopulation in Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Mexico and Panama.
As I began this presentation, I want to again emphasize that the individual projects and activities mentioned are not the issue. (12) The 18 UN Institutes have a multitude of research, programs, technical assistance teams and resources available for use by all United Nation members. At the back of the room and on our individual websites are samples of some of those resources and information on how to access them. After the final presentation, (13) I and my colleagues will be available to answer questions and representatives of the PNI will be in attendance throughout the Commission meetings to meet with any of you who would like to explore possible joint ventures or gain more information on how to obtain copies of our material or access our libraries.
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