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Purpose of This Report

This report is intended to serve three purposes.  First it is intended to present a summary of the NGO activities and the Ancillary Meetings to be included as part of the official Congress documents held by the United Nations; Second is to serve as a report to the members of the NGO community so they can appreciate the contributions they make to the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Program; Third is to act as a background piece for the planning of future UN Congresses on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.  Some of the detail contained in this report is included for that purpose.

Overview

The NGO activities for the Twelfth Congress were coordinated by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) NGO liaison office under the leadership of Mirella Frahi. The International Scientific and Professional Advisory Council of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme (ISPAC) organized and coordinated the ancillary meetings.   The UN staff provided logistical support and handled functions that required UN approval, such as credentialing NGO representatives and negotiating with the Brazilian government for space, facilities and equipment.

Due to the excellent support provided by members of the United Nations Staff, specifically Dimitri Vlassis, Gemma Norman, Gerlinde Bristela and Cornelia Fischer the ancillary meetings were productive and effective.

Activities Prior to the Congress

Visits and Presentations

Presentations about NGO participation and ancillary meetings were made to the two sessions of the UN Crime Commission prior to the Eleventh UN Congress.  During the Commission session immediately preceding the Congress, delegates were encouraged to inform their Ministries of Justice that exhibits and ancillary meetings hosted by them would be permitted.  They were also encouraged to inform NGOs and commercial firms from their nation that, if appropriate for the Congress, they would also be welcome to host exhibits and participate in ancillary meetings. 

Presentations were made at each of the preparatory meetings held in Bangkok, Thailand, San Jose, Costa Rica, Doha, Qatar, and Nairobi, Kenya.

Additional pre-congress coordination activities included:

· One visit was made to Vienna to coordinate with UN staff.

· Four visits were made to Brazil to coordinate with UN and Brazilian host committee staff. During one of the visits, two universities, the Bahia Tourist Office and several government and criminal justice agencies were visited and their staff encouraged to consider hosting ancillary meetings, and arranging tours for Congress delegates of their facilities (prisons, NGO programs, etc.). The universities were also asked to consider providing volunteer interpreters and rapporteurs for the ancillary meeings. During the two years prior to the Congress, communication and coordination activities were held with members of the New York and Vienna Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and with members of the United Nations Programme Network Institutes (PNI).

The ISPAC Web site was modified to contain updated information on the Twelfth United Nations Congress:

· A section on previous Congresses and background information on the Twelfth UN Congress.

· A section on Salvador, Brazil, including local weather, travel, housing, customs and related information.

· A section on the Congress preparatory meetings and Congress background papers.

· A section on NGO activities and how to register.

· A section for those interested in hosting an ancillary meeting, including appropriate forms to be completed.

· A section for potential exhibitors.

· A draft program (updated weekly) on ancillary meetings.

Notification to NGOs 

A. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime sent notices to NGOs which have a historical interest in subjects being covered at the Crime Congress.

B. Notices were placed in various NGO publications and individual notices were sent to NGOs informing them about the Congress and how to request an invitation.

C. Notices were sent to NGOs inviting them to conduct Ancillary Meetings

D. All NGOs interested in hosting Ancillary meetings were sent

a. A minimum of five notices telling them what was needed from them in terms of information.

b. Referrals to the ISPAC Web site where they could get information on their Ancillary meeting and an updated copy of the draft Congress program.

c. Ancillary Meeting Chairs were sent information sheets explaining their duties and letting them know what audio-visual equipment was available and how to request it.

d. Copies of an abstract of their meeting that would be used in a booklet to be given to UN delegations, media and others.  They were asked to edit their abstract and return it for inclusion in the booklet.  Most of those conducting ancillary meetings met their deadlines.  

e. During the three months immediately preceding the Congress, an average of 28 emails a day were received from NGOs or individual experts requesting information.

f. Consistent communications was maintained between the UN Office in Vienna (primarily through Gerlinde Bristol, Gemma Norman and Dimitri Vlassis), the Brazilian government representatives in charge of the Congress were sent updates on the proposed ancillary meetings and exhibits and were requested to encourage Brazilian-based agencies and organizations to fill out exhibit and ancillary meeting forms.  Coordination and cooperation was effective with the United Nations staff, but was not with the Brazilian host committee.

Exhibits

A. Notices were sent to NGOs, UN Institutes, Departments of Justice (or Interior) and others informing them that exhibit booths, approved in advance, would be available at the Congress.

B. The Salvador conference center did not have a staff dedicated to working with exhibitors and the Brazilian host committee said they would provide that coordination. Four months prior to the Congress the Brazilian host committee indicated that we would have 18 booths available for UN/NGO/individual expert and commercial exhibits. 21 agencies requested booths and 18 were approved. Those not approved were either combined with others or given other alternatives such as tables to display their publications. Of the 18 approved, six were UN Institutes, five were NGOs, three were governments, three were UN agencies, and one was a commercial vendor, 

C. Three weeks before the Congress, the Brazilian host committee informed us that they were cutting the booths promised from 18 to 12 and would approve the exhibits. Therefore, those who had previously been informed that they could have exhibits were informed that in order to have an exhibit they must now contact the Brazilian host committee. Of those originally applying, three were successful in having a booth at the Congress. A fourth booth was also provided to a UN Institute which applied directly to the Brazilian host committee.

Volunteers

Interpreters 

· Working under the guidance of Sergio Vaggio, former head of interpretation services in Vienna, several schools with graduate programs in interpretation were contacted and offered an opportunity for students to work as interpreters for the UN Congress.  They were told that all or part of their transportation expenses would be covered.

· Nearly 40 students from 7 universities (including many graduated students and three professional interpreters) accepted.  The interpretation needed was English, French, Spanish, Chinese, Portuguese and Italian.

· They were sent a minimum of five emails (some received more emails than others due to questions they asked) giving them information on the Congress, the draft program (with emphasis on the ancillary meetings they would cover), travel information and a referral to inexpensive housing in Salvador.

· Unfortunately, due to a misunderstanding with the Brazilian host committee, the money to cover their travel expenses was not available and all but ten interpreters had to cancel. Nine of the interpreters were from Argentina and one was from Sao Paulo, Brazil.

· All the interpreters were registered at the Congress as “individual experts” in order for them to be able to attend all official Congress functions.

Rapporteurs

· Students from several universities in Brazil were contacted by Heidi Cerneka of Brazilian Prison Pastoral Care to serve as rapporteurs. After the students made contact with us, they were asked to refer others. This resulted in a total of fourteen student volunteers being used as rapporteurs during the Congress.

· Susannah Maio, a professional editor with the United Nations in Vienna took vacation from her job and, as a volunteer, served as the coordinator of the rapporteurs. Susannah has served in a similar capacity at the Eleventh UN Crime Congress held in Bangkok, Thailand. Joining her as assistant editors were Cindy Smith and Deanne Benos.

· The rapporteurs were sent a minimum of six emails with explanations of their duties, sample reports from previous Congresses, copies of the draft program and information on the Congress.

· The volunteers rapporteurs were registered at the Congress as individual experts so they could attend all official Congress functions.

Congress Activities

Participation

Statistics  

a. The following are not official.  They are taken from information available the last day of the Congress and have not been verified:

b. Approximately 4,000 individuals participated in the Congress

c. 10 United Nations bodies and entities

d. 252 individuals registered as representing NGOs

e. 199 individuals registered as individual experts – many of them represented a variety of NGOs also.

f. 47 NGOs were officially represented at the Congress

g. 103 nations participated

h. 14 UN Institutes (including ISPAC) participated

i. 18 Intergovernmental organizations (in addition to 1 Specialized Agency, the World Bank) participated

Ancillary meeting office and facilities

· The Congress NGO office was open 12 hours a day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. every day of the Congress.

· Office facilities included 4 desks,  computers, 2 printer, a high-speed copy machine (which, despite great effort by a variety of technicians, never worked), 1 work table, 2 cabinet (capable of being locked),  and internal telephones.  The computers had high-speed Internet access.

· A small lounge was located next to the ancillary meeting office which was also used for meetings of small groups.

NGO Lounge and work area

· A large lounge with comfortable chairs was available for use by NGO representatives throughout the Congress.  It was used extensively.

· A cyber café was available for use of NGOs, but no printers or copy machine were available. NGO representatives were allowed, with permission, to use the printing facilities in the Ancillary Meeting Office.

· Though not originally provided, several tables were found and spread throughout the conference center , for NGOs to distribute pamphlets, brochures and papers.

NGO Meetings

· Every day of the Congress, except one, a briefing/meeting was held for NGO representatives and individual experts.  The purpose of the meeting was to give individuals a chance to ask questions or request help on items of mutual concern.

· A daily blog was hosted by the ancillary meeting coordination office. Each day news of previous ancillary meetings was highlighted, along with the posting of the NGO statement and other relevant activities/news.

· 82 Ancillary Meetings were held during the Congress.  90 were scheduled prior to the Congress and eight had to cancel. Two were cancelled because the hosts visa to Brazil was not processed in time, four for lack of adequate finances and the other two due to cancellation of panel members.

· Of the ancillary meetings:

· 18 were sponsored by United Nations agencies

· 10 were sponsored by Programme Network Institutes

· 8 by Brazilian government and NGO agencies. In addition, the government of Brazil held their own conference with 31 workshops for Brazilian criminal justice personnel.

· Information Boards publicizing Congress meetings also included information on the name, location and time of each Ancillary Meeting.  In addition, the meetings were mentioned in the Congress Daily Journal.

· Five rooms were available for ancillary meetings during the Congress in addition to a cyber crime training room.

· Four rooms were furnished with four interpretation booths and one room had one interpretation booth. A computer and video projector were available in all ancillary meeting rooms. When requested, a flip chart was available. Three rooms could accommodate at least 200 individuals and two rooms could accommodate 50 individuals.

· An additional room, containing 50 networked computers, was used to provide specialized training. Some training sessions, conducted by Microsoft, were only for law enforcement personnel, the other sessios were open to all delegates. The Korean Institute of Criminology also used this room to demonstrate its VFAC cyber crime software.

· Each room had a speaker’s table, tables for handouts, water for participants and headphones for interpretation and microphones for audience questions and comments.

· An explanation of each Ancillary Meeting appears in a later section of this report.

Staff and Volunteers

Registration for participants of the ancillary meetings was coordinated by UNODC’s Gemma Norman who provided the individual experts and NGO community with exceptional service.  No qualified individual or organization who wanted to attend the Congress was turned away and in several cases she helped them through the credentialing process.

Logistics were coordinated by the UN Office in Vienna’s Gerlinde Bristela and Cornelia Fischer who helped insure that all equipment and facilities needed for ancillary meetings or NGO activities were accessible.

Sergio Viaggio, the former chief of the Interpretation Section of the United Nations Office at Vienna helped recruit and coordinate the 10 language students who served as interpreters for the NGO ancillary meetings.  After an initial orientation, the interpreters met daily and organized their work for the next day. They consistently checked with our office to insure they covered all the sessions where their services were considered critical.  The result was, according to the students, an outstanding educational experience.  NGOs interviewed as to the quality of the interpretation they received were unanimous in their praise.  Each of the interpreters received a very small amount of money to help defray a part of their local travel and food costs.  Each student interpreter received a Certificate of Distinguished Service for their work at the Congress and letters of recommendation.

The eight student Rapporteurs were supervised by Susannah Maio, herself a volunteer, and received daily briefings and help with their session summaries. Helping Susannah with editing was Cindy Smith, who also is providing on-going help in reviewing the material to determine trends that might be of interest to the Crime Commission or researchers. It was originally hoped that session summaries would be completed at the end of each day and thus be available for review by session chairs the following day.  However, the complexity of the material used in the sessions and some difficulty with understanding the terms used caused a delay because speakers’ papers were checked against Rapporteurs’ notes and follow-up questions often had to be asked.  By the last day of the Congress all the Rapporteurs’ reports were completed and they were sent, via email, to session chairs within a few days of the end of the Congress.  Chairs were asked to review the report on their session and submit corrections as appropriate. Each student Rapporteur received a Certificate of Distinguished Service for their work at the Congress.

Interpreters

Name
Language
Country

Adriana “Mimi” Rivera Smuglovsky
English, Spanish, Portuguese
Argentina

Cecilia Mattos de Britto Pereira
English, Portuguese
Brazil

Claudia Reali
English, Spanish
Argentina

Diana Pamela Gulijczuk
English, Spanish, 
Argentina

Romina Eva Perez Escorihuela
English, Spanish, Portuguese
Argentina

Maria Eugenia Pinalli Sauro
English, Spanish
Argentina

Catalina Ann Saraceno
English, Spanish, French
Argentina

Cecília Verónica Amantea
English, Spanish, Italian
Argentina

Valeria Lis Peréz Scarpello
English, Spanish, Italian
Argentina

Rapporteurs

Name
From

Bruno Stolze Lyrio
Salvador, Brazil

Camila Sombra Muinos de Andrade
Salvador, Brazil

Carlos Alberto. A. Cerqueira Junior
Salvador, Brazil

Luisa Luz de Souza
São Paulo, Brazil

Nara Mirella Leal Palrinhas
Salvador, Brazil

Raquel Trabazo Carballal Franco
Salvador, Brazil

Giovanna Miria Sgaria de Morais
Espírito Santo, Brazil

Pedro Paulo Martins
Salvador, Brazil

Larissa Cerqueira S. Araripe
Salvador, Brazil

Isabela Moreno Alves
Salvador, Brazil

Vanessa Fagundes Peralva
Salvador, Brazil

Lissa Maria Sobral Varjao
Salvador, Brazil

Maria Pilar Carchi de Andrieu
Argentina

Deanne Benos – editorial assistant
United States

Tatiana Teubner Guasti
Espirito Santo, Brazil

Finances

· Other than full-time staff of the United Nations, no individual working on the NGO activities received compensation for their work.   

· Total expenses for the NGO participation was just over $25,000.  The original budget called for expenses of $60,000, $35,000 of which was to cover some of the travel and per diem costs of the interpreters and rapporteurs. Of the $25,000 in expenses, $2,117 was for computer software (design of the program used to schedule the ancillary meetings), $800 to offset expenses of the volunteers and the rest was for travel and per diem for the regional meetings, pre-congress planning meetings and to the Congress. 

· $8,875 in income consisted of: $3,375 reimbursement of travel, from a UN Institute; $500 was contributed by an NGO to help offset the expenses of the interpreters from Argentina and $5,000, in the form of a performance contract was provided by a national government.

· The reason the full budget was not raised was due to a misunderstanding with the Brazilian host committee. In the past the funds to cover the costs of the ancillary meetings has come from three sources:

· NGOs have contributed $200 for each ancillary meeting in which they had interpretation (3 languages for 1 ½ hours). Those who could not afford to were not forced to contribute.

· Exhibitors have voluntarily contributed $500 to $1,000. Those who could not afford to were not forced to contribute.

· Individual nations contributed between $1,000 and $15,000 to support the NGOs and the ancillary meetings.

For the Twelfth UN Congress, the Brazilian host committee in March, 2009 indicated that because the Congress was being hosted by Brazil in a government facility, no money could be contributed by NGOs or Exhibitors as it was seen by them as a tax. This was reiterated in an email received from the head of the Brazilian host committee in August 2009. That same email indicated that the entire $60,000 budget would be covered by Brazil. A copy of the detailed $60,000 was provided to the Brazilian host committee in March 2009 and again in September 2009, January 2010 and March 2010. In each instance the Brazilian host committee communicated via email that the entire budget would be covered by them. As a result, no attempt was made to acquire sponsorship from other governments and sponsors. On 19 March 2010 the Brazilian host committee said that due to Brazilian legislation and procedures they would not be able to contribute anything to the ancillary meeting expenses. The late date of their notification did not leave sufficient time prior to the Congress to raise the needed funds which resulted in personal funds spent for previous travel and travel to the Congress not being reimbursed and several interpreters and rapporteurs having to cancel their previous commitments to volunteer for the Congress. 

GENERAL TOPICS COVERED BY ANCILLARY MEETINGS

Subject
Session Number

Abuse of Power
3,8,20,26,37,44,51,52,53,54,55,56,58, 61,62,79,

Access to Justice
8,12,15,23,24,25,26,36,37,49,50,52,54,55,56,58,61,62,82,86

Alternative Sanctions
3,21,22,26,36,38,49,58,61,81

Asset Recovery
30,45,57

Best Practice
11,68

Children/Youth
5,8,17,19,21,36,37,38,39,46,47,50,52,53,56,58,61,62,63,67,72,73,74,89

Corrections
2,3,10,14,16,20,21,24,25,28,31,32,36,38,40,41,43,50,52,56,58,61,62,66,68,75,81,85,87

Corruption
3,6,8,24,25,29,30,57,58,61,62,64,65,79,80,87

Cost of Justice
8,12,24,25,26,36,54,55,58

Courts
8,15,31,36,38,55,56,58,61,67,85,87

Crime Prevention
8,9,13,19,26,32,33,36,37,39,47,50,52,53,54,55,56,58,64,65,72,73,77,79,80,83,84,85,88,89

Cyber Crime
8,12,42,43,48,63

Death Penalty
4

Drugs
8,10,12,13,21,22,38,41,49,58

Economic Crime
8,29,30,45,5763,72,73,80,82

Education and Training – Criminal Justice
11,12,17,18,21,26,29,30,31,36,47,52,53,55,56,58,64,69,70,86,89

Ethics
2,3,8,50,80

Faith Based/Religion
2,3,32,55,56,84

HIV/AIDS
8,21,22,26,38,41,55,56,66,75

Human Rights
1,2,3,4,5,8,10,15,16,17,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,31,36,37,38,44,46,50,51,52,54,55,56,58,61,62,63,66,74,75,78,81,82,85

International Cooperation
57,58,59,63,78

International Courts and Tribunals
8,12,15,22,51,55,56,58,71,75,82

International Standards and Norms/treaties and conventions
2,3,8,12,15,20,21,23,26,31,36,37,40,43,44,48,50,51,52,54,55,56,61,62,64,66,71,72,73,74,75,82,84,86

Justice Reform
5,8,20,21,22,24,25,26,31,32,36,37,43,44,46,50,52,56,58,61,71,85

Legal Services
8,12,24,25,26,31,36,44,50,52,55,56,58,61,85

Migrants
19

Natural Disasters
12,53,56,85

Organized Crime
82

Peacekeeping
13,15,43,55,56,58,61,85

Police
8,12,13,19,43,47,55,56,58,61,62,63,64,72,73,79,85,87

Post Conflict
3,12,15,37,52,53,55,56,58,61,65,85

Prison Overcrowding
16,25,

Prisoners
31,65

Restorative Justice
3,8,12,15,26,27,31,32,33,36,37,46,50,55,56,58,81

Rule of Law
3,4,8,9,12,15,18,20,29,30,31,36,44,51,54,56,58,64,71,78

Technology
12,63,64,66,72,73,80

Terrorism
9,12,13,29,30,52,54,56,58,71,78

Trafficking
8,10,19,23,42,52,55,56,58,60,71,72,73,87,89

Transnational Crime
8,12,15,45,54,57,58,63,71,72,73

Transparancy
5,16,20,29,36,51,79,80

United Nations
2,6,9,21,23,30,38,41,42,43,44,58,59,72,73,74,78,79,82

Urban Security
13,36,40,47,53,74,49,89

Victims
1,8,15,19,21,23,26,32,33,36,37,50,52,54,55,56,58,60,62,79

Violence
8,11,13,19,21,26,32,33,47,53,54,55,56,62,77,79,87

Witnesses
15,37,52,55,56,58,62,74,81

Women
3,8,11,19,21,26,31,32,33,36,37,49,52,54,55,58,60,62,65,89

ANCILLARY MEETING REPORTS

1-Compassion and justice for all, especially the victims

Session Coordinator: Marlene A. Young (marlene@iovahelp.org) – International Organization for Victim Assistance

Time and place: 13 April, 14.30-16.00, Juriti  

Rapporteur: Nara Palrinhas

Speakers:

· Marlene A. Young, President, International Organization for Victim’s Assistance (moderator)

· Irvin Waller, Vice-President, International Organization for Victim’s Assistance 

· Mario Gaboury, American Society of Victimology

· Marc Groenjuisen, World Society for Victimology

· Sherillynn J. Young, Board Member, Organization for Victim’s Assistance

· John Dussich, United Nations Liaison Committee

Number of attendees: 32

Summary

The presenters said it was important to contemplate the victim's side of history, then, after exposing a few realities by showing a video, they spoke of the 10 basic principles of justice for victims of crime and abuse of power. Irvin Waller insisted on the need to take the issue of the victims' rights to the public and to politicians, going through a process with “less law and more order”, as explained also in his book about victimology.

Society is an important actor in the fight against crime. The example of Bogota was important to share the consequences of prevention and of providing information to society: the number of victims was reduced by 50% in 10 years.

“If a remedy is not provided to the victim, then there is no justice at all,” said Mr. Gaboury. He spoke about the situation in the United States, where the 50 states that make up the country share no similarities when it comes to the way in which they handle their criminal processes, producing then a space with no comfort or hope for the victims. In most cases, the rights or victims are not contemplated by the courts.

Mr. Groenjuisen spome of the idea of a “transposal”, which he defined as a way to transport the discussion from the international community to the national government's legislation. Since 1985, much has been achieved, but there are still Governments that need to adapt to the defense of human integrity and dignity.

Mrs. Sherillynn Young focused on the importance of the police to the victims, since it is the police that usually is the first official entity to get in contact with victims. Therefore, the approaching of skills in event analysis and interaction with victims, communicating and coping capacities appears as a politically important mark that needs to be taken seriously.

The image of the real human being behind the abstraction formed just by numbers of victims from all over the world was very well exposed by Mr. Dussich, who pointed out the possibility that this twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice be used as an occasion to sign an agreement regarding the victims. 

It was was also pointed out that it was necessary to focus in a major way on implementing the basic principles from the declaration in 1985. It was reported that 1.5 billion people are victimized every year for all kinds of crimes, from abuse of elderly people abuse, domestic violence and homicides. In addition, the high costs of the crime to the victims, who carry their psychological trauma with the, and to the Government, was significant. A better way of dealing with this issue would be to fund prevention, not just justice enforcement, which has not been showing good results. Besides this, the immorality of giving more resources and rights to convicted offenders than to victims calls for revision.

2-Religious assistance for prisoners

Session Coordinator: Jose de Jesus Filho (jose@carceraria.org.br) and Christian Kuhn (Christian.Kuhn@justiz.gv.at) - International Commission on Catholic Prison Pastoral Care (ICCPPC) with Quakers and the Vienna Alliance on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

Time and location of the meeting: 13 April 2010, 12.30 p.m., Cocal room

Rapporteur: Camila Sombra M. Andrade  

Speakers: 

· Christian Kuhn (Chair)

· Fr. Brian Gowans, Vice-President, International Commission of Catholic Prison and Pastoral Care

· Birgitta Winberg, President, International Prison Chaplains’ Association Worldwide

· José de Jesus Filho, Legal Department of the Legal Department of the Brazilian branch of the International Commission of Catholic , Prison and Pastoral Care

· Renay Ogle, Director of Forensic Audit, Department of the Premier, Provincial Government of the Western Cape, South Africa 

· Nicholas McGeorge, Representative of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

· Wilson Salles Damazio, Director, Brazilian Penitentiary System

Number of people in the audience: 54

Summary 

Brian Gowans stressed that religious assistance for prisoners is not about churches going to prisons to spread their religion, but to provide religious assistance for those who want it. Indeed, it is guided by the principles of respect and dignity for all – for those who have faith, as well as for those who have none. This is materialized in the assertive “Treat others in the way you want to be treated”. 

Birgitta Winberg said that the human rights of prisoners must be respected, as should their right to practice their faith. She highlighted the need to ensure the religious representation in every prison and the quality of this representation, which should be a role model in ethic terms, showing tolerance and respect for other religions.

José de Jesus Filho expressed the belief that the lack of a clear law on religious assistance has caused a lot of problems. He also called for attention to be paid to the discrimination suffered by some religions, such as the African-Brazilian ones, like the Candomblé. Some inmates are not able to practice these religions because they are forbidden to use the basic tools needed to practice this faith, such as drums (“atabaques”). He said that in terms of religious practice, the State must be the least restrictive possible. This is a basic principle that is not binding, but must serve as a guideline to Nations. 

Renay Ogle observed that the Government should facilitate religious assistance, as it is a way of fostering the social reintegration and rehabilitation of offenders, and ensuring crime prevention. In that sense, any aftercare programme should be institutionalized and pastoral care should be permitted even after the term of incarceration. A partnership with the government must be established to provide education to increase job opportunities. 

Nicholas McGeorge addressed with concern the topic of legitimacy of religion by asking the following question: “Who decides which religion is important?” This question is particularly important in countries that are dominated by one religion, in order to preserve the rights of religious minorities. He stressed that religious assistance is a right that all persons in prison should be guaranteed, it is not only a right due to those who have the same faith as the majority of the population. 

Wilson Salles Damazio explained that the Brazilian federal government has assisted the regional authorities (who are in charge of the national custody) trough PRONASCE, the National Programme of Public Security, which has reverted resources to the Brazilian prison system. The federal government has also created a national system for the custody of the most perilous criminals. In this sense, he highlights that the human rights of prisoners (including the right to religious assistance) should be respected no matter how perilous the offender.   

The presentations were followed by some questions and comments. The document “Basic Principles: Religious in Prison”
 was praised by many participants, including the delegate of Australia, who said that the subject of religious assistance for prisoners would be included in that country’s statement.  

3-The need for a convention on prisoners’ rights and the prevention of torture

Session Coordinator: Michael Platzer (michaelplatzer@yahoo.com) and Christian Kuhn

(Christian.Kuhn@justiz.gv.at) -  International Commission on Catholic Prison Pastoral Care (ICCPPC)  and Vienna Alliance on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

Time and location of the event: 14 April, 10.00 –12.00, Juma 

Rapporteur: Bruno Stolze Lyrio

Speakers: 

· Moderator/Chair: Michael Platzer, ICCPPC, Austria

· Dr. Christian Kuhn, President of ICCPC

· Manfred Nowak, Special Rapporteur on Torture

· Pe. Gunther Alois Zgubic, Pastoral Carcerária Nacional 

· Luiz Guilherme Mendes de Paiva, Law clerk for Minister Cezar Peluso and member of the council of Criminal and Penitentiary Policy from the Ministry of Justice 

Number of people in the audience: Between 45 and 52

Summary 

The session discussed the need for a United Nation Convention on prisoners’ rights and the prevention of torture. First, many detainees are not covered by the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Offenders (people in police lockups, other forms of detention, mental institutions). Second, soft law instruments are not binding. Third, an inspection regime is required.  

The main subjects discussed in the meeting were regarding penal reform, especially in relation to women in prison, abolition of the death penalty and prison safety and conditions.   

Throughout the session, the important distinction between torture in prisons and the cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment of inmates in prisons was discussed.  It was highlighted that there are international regulations and instruments on the prevention of torture of prisoners, but there are no clear regulations for the other kinds of more serious violence that may occur in prisons. Concerns were also raised that, due to mitigating factors and a lack of enforceable regulations, prisoners are often deprived of many rights, such as the right to vote, religious services, communication with family, privacy and quality health care.   

Presenters stressed the importance of the convention having both a dogmatic and a regulatory role. This would require the development of minimum standards, but also the necessary instruction on how to implement them.  

Many key considerations were outlined as essential to framing standards for the rights or prisoners and the conditions of their incarcerations, such as: the reasons for incarceration, the seriousness of crimes and the special needs of vulnerable populations, such as disabled, mentally ill, drug addicted, women and foreign prisoners.  

Throughout, presenters and participants discussed a host of challenges that also must be addressed, including:  racism, sexism, minorities, access of communication, health care, hygienic conditions, clean water, fresh air and the all-too-often victimization of women. 

The importance of using the convention as a pedagogical document to educate and train prison staff was also highlighted with reminders that prison officers also suffer from the conditions of places of detention, and the improvement of those conditions will not only improve the quality of the lives of prisoners, but of the staff as well. Through such education, a Convention could be applied as a guidebook and help to create a network between the States, NGOs and community for improved conditions.

Specifically with regard to torture, it was said that levels of torture are very different within the context of each country.  In countries where systems of government are efficient, torture may be an exception. But if the system is corrupt, the number of cases of torture increases. One suggestion was that the Convention create minimum standards, as well as mechanism of implementation and sanction for those States that do not comply.  

4-Death penalty: abolition or moratoria
Session Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Antonio Munoz Aunion (Antonio.MAunion@uclm.es) Societe Internationale de Defense Sociale and REPECAP Academic Network for Death Penalty Abolition

Time and location of the event: 13 April, 10.00-11.30, Kariri

Rapporteur: Carlos Cerqueira Jr.

Speakers:

 Luis Arroyo Zapatero, Societé Internationale de Defense Sociale

William Schabas, REPECAP Academic Network for Death Penalty Abolition

Sandra Babcock

Adan Nieto Martin

Antonio Muñoz Aunion

Stephano Manacorda

Jose Luiz de la Cuesta

Carlos Eduardo Adriano Jupiassú, Adviser, Ministry of Justice of Brazil

Number of people in the audience: 57

Summary:

Luis Arroyo Zapatero noted that the Universal Declaration of Human rights and the Charter of the United Nations have not succeeded in reaching a consensus with regard to the abolition of capital punishment. 

Portugal, Spain and Latin America, with the exception of Guatemala and some Caribbean communities, do not make recourse to capital punishment. With regard to the United Nations, the greatest news was that there had been a debate on whether to incorporate the abolition of the death penalty as one of the Millennium Development Goals. As for achievements of the year, Professor Arroyo referred to the setting up of an International Academic Network against Death Penalty known as REPECAP which came to fruition in Madrid in a lavish act with the involvement of the Spanish Government and the participation as members of meritorious human rights scholars and experts. 

William Schabas said that there has been a steady trend toward the reduced application of the death penalty. About 35 countries still apply the death penalty, but a significant number have already stopped. He referred to a report that also examines those countries that keep capital punishment in their law books but that have not actually applied such a penalty for 10 years or so. In addition, the study demonstrated clearly that those States that have renounced the death penalty in practice generally have no intention of reinstating it. 

In Iran, Iraq, Yemen and Saudi Arabia, however, the rate of executions has remained constant or has increased. Russia is the only country in Europe that still has regulations concerning the death penalty, but due to its international commitments with European institutions honoured by the Constitutional Court, currently there is a moratorium and no executions are foresighted. 

In Africa, capital punishment has almost completely disappeared, with exceptions being found in Sudan, Somalia and Egypt, for example. 

According to Sandra Babcock, one of the strongest arguments for abolishing capital punishment, or at least for increasing efforts to  fight it, is that huge mistakes are made. It has been discovered that 132 completely innocent people have been executed, illustrating that even with the best resources, the United States hasn't been able to overcome the systemic problems in the application of the death penalty. It’s hard to imagine how a country with fewer resources can avoid making such mistakes. 

In the United States, 35 of the 50 federal states still apply the death penalty. At the level of the Supreme Court, it has been decided that the death penalty can only be applied in certain specific cases and that children and mentally impaired people, for example, cannot be executed. 

Barack Obama has said he’s against the death penalty, but politically it’s hard to abolish it. Nevertheless, there are some reasons to hope: the number of executions has been declining since 1999; New Mexico and New Jersey recently abolished the death penalty; and others federal states are discussing related issues like discrimination, the risk of executing innocent people and the high cost of capital punishment.

Adan Nieto Martin spoke about international judicial cooperation, which he said was essential for increasing the effectiveness of the criminal justice system and for exporting principles of fundamental rights and developing other systems of justice. In 2009, the European Charter of Fundamental Rights came into force; its first article prohibits the extradition of a person to countries where they risk being condemned to death. The European Convention on Human Rights too aims to export its guarantees and fundamental rights. 

Antonio Muñoz Aunion maintained that the European Union through adhesion to the European Convention of Human Rights and short after, push for a reform of article 2 of the latter in order to put it in accordance with its goal of becoming a free land zone of death penalty which helps to legitimize an strong political action in those countries still retaining capital punishment; besides it will back a proactive action of the Union to defend its citizens abroad. 

Stephano Manacorda recalled that the European Union had become a zone free of capital punishment. But there remains a doubt as to whether the death penalty could return to Europe. He thought it might be possible, especially when the discussion focuses on crimes like terrorism; also, there is a confusion between politics and war crimes that could lead to a revival of the death penalty. 

Jose Luiz de la Cuesta spoke about the relationship between the death penalty and crimes involving drugs. He said that in the last 15 years, the decrease in the use of the death penalty in many countries had been accompanied by an increase of its use for drug-related offences. Responding to crime with the death penalty, in his view, is irrational and comes from not knowing how to deal with the problem.

Carlos Eduardo Adriano Jupiassú focused on the Brazilian situation. He said that although the death penalty had been legal in Brazil since the Portuguese first arrived, it was then gradually abolished. The use of the death penalty is associated with totalitarian or repressive regimes, while in the democratic period; it has been restricted to military crimes. For the time being, there is a legislative action, in criminal policy, in the Brazilian Congress to abolish death penalty in times of declared war and is due to be passed in the next months. 

5-A comprehensive approach to juvenile justice reform in accordance with CRC General Comment No. 10: promising practices and lessons learned

Session Coordinator: Davinia Ovett Bondi (dovett@juvenilejusticepanel.org) – Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice

Time and location: 12 noon -1 p.m., Juriti room

Rapporteur: Raquel da Cruz Lima

Speakers: 

Mr. Jean Zermatten, Institut International des Droits de l’Enfant/ Vice-Chair, Committee on the Rights of the Child

Ms. Anne Grandjean, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

Ms. Renée Sabbagh, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

Ms. Mary Murphy, Penal Reform International

Mr. Jean Schmitz, Terre des Hommes International Federation 

Ms. Rose Marie Achá, Defence for Children International, Latin America

Ms. Aline Yamamoto, United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, Brazil

Ms. Davinia Ovett Bondi, Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice

Number of people in the audience: Between 40 and 50 people

Summary

Mr. Zermatten started the presentation by giving an overview of General Comment No. 10 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and explaining the meaning of the “comprehensive approach to juvenile justice” and the main principles to which it is related.  Mr. Zermatten explained many important topics that would be explored in some other presentations, such as the fact that a comprehensive approach to juvenile justice involves, among other aspects, the recognition that the prevention of crime demands the combined work of many actors and not only a few specialists and that diversion, restorative justice and other alternatives should be given priority when dealing with children in conflict with the law.

The importance of NGOs, specialists and governments working together was stressed by Ms. Achá and Ms. Grandjean, who also indicated two mechanisms to ensure collaboration: the Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice and the guidelines contained in UN Common Approach to Justice for Children. UNICEF aims to reduce the number of children in detention through various strategies, such as legislative and policy reform, capacity-building and service delivery, data collection and awareness-raising. In order to achieve a comprehensive approach it is necessary for partners to collaborate together to cover all aspects of reform needed.

The subject of the coordinated work gained important contributions after the presentation of Ms. Yamamoto, who explained the reasons why RENADE – a national network for defending teenagers in conflict with the law – was created and also the main achievements of that organization. Ms. Yamamoto shared some examples of the potential of developing networks around those who work with the juvenile system based on the experiences of RENADE in Brazil, more precisely two workshops and a national mobilization.

Another aspect that the speakers said should be taken into account when working with projects related to juvenile justice is the development of indicators of the results obtained by the implementation of a specific project. As Mr. Schmitz said, positive results can play an essential role in convincing governments to accept new strategies in the juvenile system and they also allow the NGOs to be more efficient in their actions. For that reason, there were two others subjects that were discussed in the meeting: data collection, which helps civil society to increase lobbying activities demanding compliance with the international standards of juvenile justice, and the development of joint criteria for the design and evaluation of juvenile justice reform programmes. Such criteria are currently being discussed in the Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice in order to reach comparative results that will allow for the identification of good practices.

All the presentations showed that many challenges remain in the reform of juvenile justice systems, such as the reluctance of many countries to accept alternatives to imprisonment, the lack of specialized personnel or even specialization courses on juvenile justice and the growing criminalization of youth.

6  and 59. Engagement of civil society in reviewing the United Nations Convention against Corruption: Latin American perspectives

Session Coordinator: Mirella Dummar Frahi (Mirella.frahi@unodc.org) – UNODC, UNCAC Coalition, Contas Albertas 

Time and Place: 14 April, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Juri

Rapporteurs: Isabela Moreno & Lissa Varjão

Speakers: 

· Dimitri Vlassis, Chief of Corruption and Economic Crime Section, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC),

· Mario Vinicius Claussen Spinelli, Secretary for Corruption Prevention and Strategic Information, Office of the Comptroller General,

· Gil Castello Branco, Contas Abertas- Brazil,

· Dorothee Gottwald, Corruption and Economic Crime Section, UNODC,

· Andrea Figari, Transparency International Secretariat,

· Mercedes de Freitas, Transparency International, Venezuela,

· Guadalupe Cajías, Movida Ciudadana Anticorrupción, Bolivia,

· Caroline Hames, Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women,

· Andrés Hernández, OCASA Colombia, 

· Mariana Mora Bayo, FUNDAR Mexico,

· Nikos Passas, Professor Southeastern University 

Moderators: 

· Professor Ricardo Caldas, University of Brazilia, 

· Eduardo Vetere, Special Advisor IAACA,

· Professor Nikos Passas, Northeastern University 

Number of people at the session: About 60.

Summary

The session  noted that the United Nations Convention against Corruption  (UNCAC)has become a priority for Member States and commended the contribution of civil society in promoting this important legal instrument aimed to fight corruption.

 The landscape of the Convention has changed dramatically and while five years ago it would have been taboo to speak about monitoring, since November 2009 the Convention has a review mechanism. The terms of reference of this new mechanism are complex because it had to be adapted to the requirement of the 143 States Parties to the Convention. The new challenge is to make it work in a credible and transparent manner. The first meeting of the implementation review group will take place from 30 June to 2 July, on which occasion guidelines for reviewers will be agreed. 

,The strengths and weaknesses as well as opportunities of the new review mechanism were addressed by civil society speakers.  They encouraged Governments to give the right example and allow the participation and input from civil society, an issue which is requested by article 13 of the Convention ratified by member states. The checklist developed by UNODC was considered  an excellent  self-evaluation tool to measure efforts made to implement the Convention. A presentation of a benchmark indicator approach currently under application in Brazil was presented.  It was felt that while the publication of the entire report was optional,  it should be encouraged to ensure transparency..

Civil society organizations should engage in dialogue with their government and seek to be designated as experts by their governments to participate in the review teams. This has happened during the pilot country visit in Latin America and should be replicated in future review.

Another speaker argued that in  Mexico the current federal “war against organized crime” has resulted in reduced spaces for civil society participation, less governmental transparency and a concentration of decision making in the executive power. This has created a contradictory situation, in which the federal strategy to combat organized crime and corruption related to illicit activities may produce an adverse effect. The lack of transparency and access to information is creating the potential for greater corruption. Under this context, organizations like Fundar have opted to prioritize monitoring statesecurity policies at a federal, national and local level in order to continue pushing for greater citizen participation and independent oversight.

. 

In the discussion it was said that through the United Nations Convention against Corruption countries hoped to make progress against corruption. The Convention aims at strengthening transparency and integrity, which may be accomplished by means of international cooperation through special techniques investigation, judicial assistance, extradition and other procedures.  

It was noted that more needed to be done to raise awareness about UNCAC among civil society in Latin America. This instrument was not yet known enough and  to be effectively implemented more people needed to be informed about its existence.   The Conference of the States Parties taking place every two years aims to facilitate, promote and review the implementation of the Convention, give advice and facilitate information exchange. The Convention brings a lot of opportunities for civil society  and allow to influence the process at a national and international level. The next session will take in Morocco in November 2011. Meanwhile, civil society organizations were encouraged to continue to work together through the UNCAC Coalition and with their governments to ensure an effective implementation of the Convention. 

7-Cancelled

8-Sexual exploitation and trafficking: Prostituted, a documentary

Session Coordinator: Frida Spiwak (fspiwak@gmail.com) 

Time and place: 14 April, 10-11.30 a.m., Cocal Room

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo and Camila Sombra

Speakers: Frida Spiwak, clinical psychologist and film maker

Number of attendees: 60

Summary

The film Prostituted stresses that prostitution is a mode of violence against women and must be understood as a human-made disaster, not simply a type of job. It sends the message that, while poverty is the main factor leading women into prostitution, psychological trauma also plays a key role. It is an issue that touches the most vulnerable women in society. To illustrate this situation, Spiwak noted that, in her home country of Colombia, 70% of prostituted women are among displaced populations that normally lack basic needs. 

Overall, the documentary presents prostituted women as the victims of a whole system of exploitation that supports male chauvinism and gender relations based on power. For this reason, Spiwak says that is important to criminalize the conduct of those who look for prostituted women in order to discourage the practice of what she considers a human rights violation. 

The film also evidences the close link between prostituted women, robbery and drug trafficking, as well as the notable role that pornography plays in the area of sexual exploitation.   It also denounces human trafficking, calls for more government action and demands the establishment of partnerships among the countries to effectively combat it.  

Following the screening, Spiwak was asked about the criminalization of prostituted women.  She responded that the act itself should not be considered a crime, but that those who sustain it should be severely punished, especially the clients. She said that actions against that group would be the most effective way to decrease the problem, a step that has already been taken in Sweden. 

A delegate from Greece raised the issues surrounding social indifference against prostituted women, and said there are organized groups of women in Europe who have freely decided to become prostitutes, and have been fighting for government’s recognition of their work in order to have access to social security facilities and other mainstream public benefits. 

In response, Marcos Dias, a member of the Brazilian National Security Council, stressed that the informality of the profession does not allow prostituted women to be protected by labor legislation or to be assisted in their basic needs. However, Spiwak argued that prostituted women should be viewed only as a sort or torture and human rights violation, which could never be considered a legal job because it does not dignify human beings and causes irreversible trauma.

Clarissa, a member of the Women Policy Secretariat in Brazil, indicated that there are some instruments, such as the phone call system of “Dial 100” or “Dial 180”, that have been used by the authorities to develop  relationships with prostituted women. She denounced cases of violence and exploitation, but added that there are many people who are organized and fighting for public support and recognition of their rights.

Spiwak concluded that she doesn’t differentiate between prostituted women and sexual exploitation. According to her, both categories are composed by victims of this human rights violation.  

9-Launch of the Digest of Terrorist Cases

Session Coordinator: Mauro Miedico (Mauro.miedico@unodc.org) – United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

Time and location of the event: 18 April, 12-1 p.m., Juriti

Rapporteur: Susannah Maio

Speakers: 

· Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and Secretary-General of the Congress

· Luiz Paulo Teles Ferreira Barreto, Minister of Justice of Brazil and President of the Congress

· Wilfrid Grolig, Ambassador of Germany in Brazil 

· María del Rosario González de Lemos, President of the Criminal Justice Chamber, Supreme Court of Justice of Colombia 

· Giacomo Caliendo, Vice-Minister of Justice of Italy 

· Taous Feroukhi, Permanent Representative of Algeria to the United Nations (Vienna)

· Paolo Grassi, Chief, National Anti-Mafia Prosecutor, Italy

· Cecilia Ruthström-Ruin, Chief, Terrorism Prevention Branch, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (moderator)

Number of people in the audience: about 100

Summary: 

Antonio Maria Costa explained that the Digest of Terrorist Cases was the outcome of several international expert consultations and that it collected information on experiences gained and techniques used in various countries to counter terrorism. The cases included in the Digest were in line with the United Nations counter-terrorism strategy and were selected because it was hoped they would assist in the investigation and prosecution of cases of terrorism. In Costa’s words, the Digest “is part of a growing list of intellectual resources designed to strengthen legal frameworks” and is intended to enhance evidence-based policies.

Giacomo Caliendo said Italy had agreed to contribute to the production of the Digest because it believed in the need to strengthen prosecutors’ capacity to deal with terrorism. He noted that Italy had, like Colombia, experienced a period during which insurgents carried out terrorist acts in order to subvert the constitutional order. On the basis of that experience, he said that “terrorism cannot be fought with special laws but by applying basic principles,” respecting basic principles of human rights and the rule of law. If that isn’t done, “the terrorists have already won”.

María del Rosario González de Lemos said that in Colombia drug trafficking was the root cause of terrorism, which means that drug production and trafficking had to be addressed in any response to terrorism. Colombia needed technical assistance for investigating terrorist cases, saying “we need judges and prosecutors that are well informed about financial issues” as well. Colombia also has a problem with arms trafficking, and would be open to exchanges between law enforcement officers in countries with common problems.

Wilfrid Grolig spoke of Germnay’s significant contribution, both in terms of funds and expertise, to the Digest of Terrorist Cases. He hopes the Digest would assist States in strengthening their legal regimes with regard to terrorism, noting that after 11 September 2001 respect for human rights and the rule of law had declined. He said he thought this trend was changing and stressed the importance of sticking to international principles, which he saw as one way of preventing the radicalization of young people. In addition, Groling mentioned the links between terrorism and all forms of transnational organized crime and expressed support for the work of the UNODC Terrorism Prevention Branch. He noted that Germany had ratified all 16 of the international terrorism-related instruments and encouraged those States that had not yet done so to follow suit. 

Taous Feroukhi highlighted the importance of the technical assistance role played by UNODC, then spoke about Algeria’s particular experience with domestic terrorism. She said that Algeria had mainly had to deal with the problem in isolation, and that a main challenge was how to fight and punish terrorists. She welcomed the Digest, which she thought contributed to strengthening principles based on the rule of law. She identified kidnapping, which was being committed to finance terrorism, as a crime that deserved particular attention.

Pietro Grassi said that it was crucial to respect the rule of law and reiterated his Italian colleague’s assertion that not doing so represented a failure for law enforcement and endangered existing laws on terrorism. He said that the link between terrorism and all forms of transnational organized crime was becoming stronger, and that trafficking in arms, drugs, humans were all connected, and that these were, in turn, connected to money-laundering and the counterfeiting of documents. As an example of this interconnection, he spoke of Colombian drug traffickers who has sold cocaine to the Basque group ETA in exchange for arms furnished by Balkan organized crime groups through the Neapolitan Camorra. The transnational nature of the crime was underscored by the fact that various organized criminal entities in Italy that have traditionally been associated with a specific area (the Mafia in Siciliy, the Camorra in Naples, the ‘Ndrangheta in Calabria), have expanded and linked up with similar groups in other countries. He cautioned against just presenting the Digest, which should instead be applied on the ground and expanded as appropriate.

10 - Foreign prisoners and International Drug Trafficking

Session Coordinator: Michael Mary Nolan (mmnolan@uninet.com.br) – Institute for Land, Work and Citizenship

Time and location of the event: Saturday, April 17th, 1200 – 1330, Cocal Room

Rapporteur: Bruno Stolze Lyrio

Speakers: 

Ms. Michael Mary Nolan

Ms. Rachel Brett,

Ms. Margaret Gaffrey

Ms. Luisa Luz de Souza

Number of people in the audience: 25

Summary:

The meeting discussed the situation of foreign prisoners with criminal offenses, specially the women aliens and their children and showed part of the job of the Institute for Land, Work and Citizenship (TLWC). 

The number of foreign in jails is increasing all around the world. In São Paulo, for example, there are so many male foreign prisoners that there is one specific prison only for them. It is necessary to look at the issues unique to foreign prisoners carefully. For the criminal justice system, diversity is a very hard concept to put in practice.

In order to minimize the problem of foreign prisoners, the organization (TLWC) meets with prisoners, interviews them, explain their rights, informs them about the public defender (if they don´t have a lawyer and can´t afford one), contacts the public defender, find translators to help the prisoner with the procedures, make the contact with the prisoner’s family and consulates, and provides other assistance activities.

This experiences show that within this group it is possible to recognize subgroups. Women and children of foreign prisoners represent the most vulnerable ones. In Brazil, the women have the right to keep her child for six months from the birth. After that if the child has no family in the city, he or she must go to a shelter. The familiar ties are broken through this process. There is a need to create a network and an informal group of entities to work with the female foreign prisoners and their children. It is essential that States take the responsibility for the repatriation of the children of foreign prisoners with their mothers. 

To work with judges, consulates and other institution can help in the fighting against the violation of rights of foreign prisoners and their relatives. Agreements, such as the transfer of sanctions, can help solve some problems inherent in the imprisonment of foreign people, and they should be implemented either bilaterally or as part of multilateral treaties. Internationally, it is important that more and more States adopt the Council of Europe Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Prisoners; the treaty is open for all States and can be a global document for the transfer of prisoners. 

Prison officers are also have responsibilities for the treatment of foreign prisoners. They need to understand cultural differences and should be trained to speak other languages and to deal with different needs.  A representative of Peru in the audience mentioned the importance of the media, in that country, to improve the situation of foreign prisoners. To find methods to improve the situation of foreign prisoners is the collective responsibility of Governments, organizations and civil society. 

11-Addressing violence against women: criminal justice and prevention strategies

Session Coordinator: Janice Joseph (Joseptj@stockton.edu) - International Scientific and Professional Council of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme (ISPAC)

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 12–1.30 p.m., Cocal 

Rapporteur: Pedro Paulo Martins da Fonseca

Speakers: 

· Vongthep Arthakaivalvatee, Manager, Enhancing Lives of Female Inmates Project (ELFI), Office of Justice Affairs, Ministry of Justice of Thailand

· Tuija Brax, Minister of Justice, Finland

· Kathleen Macdonald, Executive Director, International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy (Canada)

· Ricarda Amberg, UNODC

· Cheryl Frank, Director, Pretoria Office, Institute of Security Studies (South Africa)

· Dalila Eugênia Maranhão Dias Figueiredo, Associação Brasileira de Defesa da Mulher, da Infância e da Juventude (ASBRAD) 

· Janice Joseph, International Scientific and Professional Advisory Council of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme

Number of people in the audience: ca. 30

Summary:

The session examined strategies and legislation to combat violence against women, including the Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the Elimination of Violence against Women in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, UNODC technical assistance projects, and tools and legislation to combat violence against women in South Africa, Brazil and the Caribbean.

Ms. Tuija Brax, Minister of Justice of Finland, highlighted the importance of a national plan for the protection of women against violence. She asserted that this is not only an issue for the Ministry of Justice, but for all of society.

Ms. Kathleen Macdonald focused on the review and update of the Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the Elimination of Violence against Women in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. Some of the strategies she proposed were: to assist countries with the legal system reforms, and the development of guidelines for policy makers, law enforcement and the criminal justice system.

Ricarda Amberg discussed the possibility of facilitating effective crime prevention and criminal justice responses to violence against women. She said that it is important to criminalize violence against women, and that the perpetrators of violence should not be allowed to stay in the same home with their victims.  She also stated that the criminal justice system has the duty to protect women against violence, end impunity and provide access to justice. 

Amberg shared an overview of some key areas where UNODC is providing assistance. She cited the example of Vietnam, where they are working to build the capacity of law enforcement to prevent and respond to domestic violence.  She discussed the establishment of one-stop centers to counter violence against women in South Africa, and strengthening the role of women in police stations and civil society to counter gender-related violence in South America. 

Ms. Cheryl Frank stated that, despite progress, the level of violence against women in South Africa is still very high. She said that the country has succeeded in passing two pieces of legislation to protect women: the Domestic Violence Act (1998) and the Sexual Offences Act (2007). After that, she noticed substantial changes in the matter of violence against women.  She criticized the fact that the legislation does not make significant provision for social services and that the South African specialized police force for women has not existed since 2006, and that it is necessary to have governmental coordination in order to sustain the efforts to protect women.

Frank outlined three challenges of delivering services in South Africa: access to services for the victims, quality of services and diversity/mix of services where it is geographically needed. One important factor is that these social services are substantially dependent on civil society organizations. She added that it is necessary to balance good will with the implementation of the law.

Ms. Dalila Eugênia Maranhão Dias Figueiredo stated that violence against women is a direct consequence of the inequality between men and women in Brazilian society, and shared the history of the “Maria da Penha Act,” which is designed to protect women from violence in Brazil.  It is named in honor of a woman whose husband tried to kill her twice and left her paraplegic, and who transformed her pain into a campaign to enforce the law to make the punishment more severe for abusers and to prevent domestic violence.

She warned the audience to the importance of training the police authorities to deal with these women to ensure that they won’t be victimized again.  And, she concluded by listing some of the current challenges that must be overcome: the creation of a network specialized on the reception of these women and a list with all the services that can be offered for them; integration between these services; capacity building for the professionals working with these women; extended time working in the specialized police stations and better structure.

Janice Joseph discussed the status of efforts being made to address violence against women in the Caribbean.  She said that all the Caribbean commonwealth countries have ratified the UN convention, and they are making progress, but have a great deal of work ahead to achieve the standards.  

To help achieve that goal, Joseph said that it is very important for Caribbean nations review the existing laws, which are now in need of reform. Nonetheless, she said that legislative reform is not always effective because patriarchal ideology still persists. She also raised another concern that very few judges and lawmakers are making the link between gender based violence and gender inequality. Moreover, some jurisdictions have a very low percentage of application for protection orders and many magistrates act very conservatively.

12-International Forensic Investigation and Education

Session Coordinator: Perry C. Quak (p.quak@nfi.minjus.nl) – Netherlands’ Forensic Institute (NFI), The Hague

Time and location of the event: Wednesday, 14 April, 12.00 to 13.30, Kariri Room

Rapporteur: Pedro Paulo Martins da Fonseca

Speakers: 

Kees Möhring, LL.M., Director of the NFI (Netherlands’ Forensic Institute)

Perry C. Quak, LL.M, MPA, Counsel for international relations, NFI

Number of people in the audience: 35 people

Summary:

The presentation started with a movie, The Netherlands’s Forensic Institute (NFI), depicting an investigation of a crime where the NFI takes part in reconstructing the scene of the crime using highly modern technical tools to solve the case.

Kees Möhring began the session on forensic science. Forensic science has been gaining attention, thanks to the TV show CSI. What people see on CSI is (although highly romanticized) exactly what the NFI does and for that reason many young people have been attracted to forensic science courses. 

The NFI is accredited (since 1994) and its main customers are judges, prosecutors, the police, special investigation forces, defense lawyers and other governmental agencies, the International Criminal Court (ICTY) and also the United Nations. 

Some possible international activities of the NFI include the integration of an international forensic team within the recently UN-created “joint rapid response team” (JRR), and some research and development in cooperation with other countries and academic organizations, as well as innovative industries.

The speaker stressed the necessity of more accredited international forensic cooperation and suggests the creation of a global operational team, 24/7. The need for more objective evidence, the growth of databases across borders (Treaty of Prüm), the need for technological innovations to soften budget cuts, the increasing need for forensic evidence and its increasing importance in coping with mass disasters are some other reasons that demonstrate how important it is to have international cooperation. 

He asserts that the forensic world knows no borders, and that by combining skills, resources and expertise – this will help each country bear the costs.

What needs to be done?

Form an international forensic alliance of several countries, use the JRR initiative as a model and adopt quality standards, including the skills of its staff. Propose short and long term innovative plans where forensics, the academic world and industries work together in close cooperation with the UN and invest in forensic awareness.

Perry Quak defined Forensic Science as the use of science and technology to investigate and establish facts in criminal justice proceedings.

For forensic evidence playing an important role in the Rule of Law, it is a pre-condition that the criminal trial is subject to public control. If not, people cannot control the forensic evidence, which is by nature technical, objective and hard to ignore, particularly by the judge to avoid removing it from the case or ignoring it. It allows the judge to better resist external pressure and also to better explain the judgment to the people. Consequently, it leads to an increased public confidence in the judiciary and strengthens the position of Judiciary in the separation of powers (“Trias Politica”; the foundation of democratic society). 

Knowledge of forensic science is important to the entire chain of criminal justice. Criminal investigators need to investigate the crime scene without contaminating the proof. Forensic training of police is therefore essential. Training is necessary also for judges and prosecutors. Prosecutors must understand what the police did because in the end he/she will be responsible for presenting in the Court how the investigation was conducted. 

It is important for prosecutors (as well as judge and defense lawyers) to be able to read and understand the forensic reports to avoid simply ignoring the relevant information. In the Netherlands it is mandatory to have a forensic prosecutor for communication between lawyers, police and forensic experts as well as for prioritizing forensic examinations.

The chain of criminal justice demonstrates that everybody is linked and dependant on each other; the judge needs to be convinced by the prosecutor, who then needs forensics to do his or her job correctly, who in turn count on the criminal investigators. If one of them fails, the chain is broken. So, they all need to be trained because Forensic knowledge is about education.

In 2009, a NFI Academy was established, not only to provide education to the ‘chain of criminal justice’, but also to expand forensic courses to defense lawyers and first responders (e.g., doctors, nurses, firemen) so they can save lives without destroying the evidence.

The NFI Academy provides education through a two-way training - combination of theory and practices (learning by doing). 

At the end of the presentation another movie was shown: CSI- The Hague, giving an impression of future crime scene investigation, based on NFI innovative projects.

The question was raised during the discussion pertaining to the reliability of the technological advances we have to this day. Also, it was stated that judges should not underestimate forensic reports nor overestimate them. They can decide freely according to the evidence. They can decide if the reports are serious or not and if there are gaps or not. 

The answer was that what was shown on the CSI movie is the near future. Most techniques already exist, especially in the medical area. The challenge is to put them all together to make them more reliable. Statistically, some methods, such as DNA profiling, are almost infallible. 

As the debate continued, some people believe that collecting DNA and creating banks to store the biological material is a violation of the suspects’ human rights. After the trial this DNA evidence should be destroyed. It was counter-argued that these proofs (DNA material) could be used as evidence to prove the persons’ innocence (or otherwise) – this is human rights as well. Also, keeping the data of criminals could help solve future crimes.

The NFI also clarified that they are a governmental institute and its services are free of charge to national customers, therefore they are neutral.

In the end, the Brazilian Coordinator for Forensic Science, Edson Wagner Barroso, explained the peculiarities of the forensic units in Brazil and showed interest in a partnership with a future international forensic alliance and announced that soon Brazil will be able to invite experts to participate on the many forensic congresses that already take place in Brazil. The objective is to solidify the international forensic team. 

13-Explosive detection: simple, affordable and effective technological solutions

Session Coordinator: Sherman McGill (smcgill@raptordetection.com) – Raptor Detection, Inc.

Time and location: April 14, 12-1.30 p.m., Cocal

Rapporteur: Carlos Cerqueira Junior

Speaker: Sherman G. McGill 

Summary:

The economic and social costs of terrorism are staggering and affect the entire world. It is estimated that, in addition to the psychological impact of the 9/11 tragedy, there were $105 billion in damages, impacting areas such as the insurance industry, the airline industry, tourism, as well as the increased costs of aid to developing countries. 

As part of a coordinated prevention strategy, the use of trace detection technology of explosives has become a highly valued and necessary capability for the military, police and security organizations in the detection of improvised explosive devices, factories that make such devices and persons associated with the building, setting up and detonation of the devices.  

Despite their value, various limitations have prevented the widespread use of simple and effective trace detection technology in the field. The Raptor SAFE-T® nanotechnology helps to resolve such challenges because it is keyed to the molecular structure of the explosives or their components, and can be produced in highly portable, easy-to-use delivery systems. 

As a reaction to the sarin attack in the Tokyo subway system in 1995, the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory allocated $1.5 million to researching the development of molecularly imprinted polymers (MIPs), which can provide more robust, practical and stable trace-detection systems. Studies included selective sensitivity to different explosives and overall sensitivity. 

Specifically, an MIP is generally described as a plastic cast or mold of a molecule of interest, wherein detection is based on shape, and the electrochemical bond between the molecule and the MIP much like a lock and key. The lock and key attributes allow MIPs to be highly selective—they do not evoke a false alarm. Because of their highly cross-linked nature, MIPs are intrinsically stable and robust, facilitating their application in extreme environments, such as in the presence of acids, bases, or metal ions, in organic solvents, or at high temperatures and pressures. In addition, MIPs can be stored in a dry state at room temperature for long periods of time. 

Through application of MIPs, the SAFE-T technology is able to conform to practical needs of the society for the purposes of trace detection involving individuals, improvised explosive devices, fraud, crowds, airborne toxins, packages, landmines, accomplice identification, viruses, narcotics and infringement. 

Specifically, Raptor Detection SAFE-T® Wipes, Sprays, and Projectiles can detect multiple explosives using a single solution in one simple step. SAFE-T can be sprayed or printed onto the entry documents and read simultaneously. Contact between the patron and the entry documents will transfer trace amounts which will be detectable. In addition, the product for explosive detection can be easy applied in boarding passes, sporting venue tickets, movie and theatre tickets, conference security.

It is believed that these unique attributes set Raptor Detection’s SAFE-T® products apart from all other ETD systems: 

· Real time – detection of the target explosive is virtually instantaneous. 

· Accurate – detection is at the molecular level with virtually no false positives. 

· Highly Sensitive – visual detection at extremely low trace levels. 

· Flexible deployment in a variety of applications – anywhere at anytime. 

Virtually no operator training is required other than the development of operational concepts. The product is considered affordable for any agency or organization because  no expensive machinery or power is required and there are no expensive maintenance /contracts.

14-Privatization of prisons: global trends and the growing debate

Session Coordinator: Sandra Babcock (s-babcock@law.northwestern.edu) – National

Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and Northwestern University Law School’s Center for

international Human Rights

Time and location: 14 April, 14.30-16.00, Juma  

Rapporteur: Raquel da Cruz Lima

Speakers: 

· Sandra Babcock, Northwestern University

· Charlie Sullivan, Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants (CURE)

· Elías Carranza, ILANUD

Number of people in the audience: About 60 people

Summary

The meeting started defining the topic that would be discussed: completely private prisons, in other words prisons built and managed by private companies. It is important to stress this point because there are other situations that could be understood as “privatization of prison”, such as the privatization of specific services (providing food, health care, work etc.) or the management of prisons by non-profit organizations.

The discussion of privatizing the prisons started when some groups argued that this could be a solution to the problems of overcrowding, since the private sector could build new prisons faster than governments and therefore solve that problem. In addition, it is claimed that privatizing prisons is a cost-reducing measure and also creates a healthy competition in the public sphere that can lead to innovations and improvements in the way inmates are treated.

In spite of that, NGOs soon raised concerns that were fueled by some examples of abuses in privately operated facilities: in the United States, there were cases of sexual abuse in Texas, deaths in immigration facilities due to the lack of training of prison staff and even two judges who were accused of accepting money from owners of a for-profit juvenile prison in return for imposing lengthy prison terms.

The incompatibility of private prisons with international human rights standards has been already suggested by the Human Rights Committee, while the Israeli High Court has declared that private prisons violate the dignity of the prisoners.

Although there is a great deal of evidence pointing to the inherent danger of private prisons, there is a growing debate in Latin America proposing privatization as a solution for the serious problems of prison overcrowding in the region. Yet, legal, criminological, economical and ethical arguments show that privatizing prisons is not an adequate alternative. As an example, the speakers argued that turning penalties into a profitable business tends to create a scenario in which the main objective is to put more people and behind the bars, for always longer periods. In addition, reality shows that the prisons where the human rights standards are most respected are public.

Apart from the many criticisms directed at private prisons, two points were emphasized: first, privatization is not always negative and can even be important for the resocialization of offenders (especially when the private sector provides training and working opportunities inside the prisons and after release); second, it is possible to find well-managed private prisons (like in Germany, for instance) despite from the fact that much research about the private prison industry is made by people with connections or financial support of the industry.

Still, even if we come across apparently successful private prison initiatives, there is a very important reason to be against them: it seems simply morally wrong to delegate the power over someone’s freedom to private entities that intend to profit from it.

15-International criminal justice from the prosecutors’ perspective

Session Coordinator: Elizabeth Howe (Elizabeth.Howe@cps.gsi.gov.uk) – International Association of Prosecutors

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 10-11.30 a.m., Cocal

Rapporteurs: Pedro Paulo Martins da Fonseca

Speakers: 

· Elizabeth Howe, OBE, General Counsel, International Association of Prosecutors, Chief Crown  Prosecutor for England and Wales

· Joseph Rikhof, Senior Counsel/ Avocat Counseil, Crimes against Humanity and War crimes Section, Government of Canada

· Lyal S. Sunga, Visiting Professor, Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Lund, Sweden

· Morten Bergsmo, Senior Researcher, University of Oslo, Visiting Scholar, UC Berkeley, Co-ordinator Legal Tools Project, International Criminal Court 

Number of people in the audience: ca. 20

Summary:

Joseph Rikhof explained that in most countries crimes against humanity cannot be applied to crimes committed before the ratification of the Rome Statute. However, some countries have already changed their domestic law to allow the prosecution. Therefore, the tendency is for convictions by the International Criminal Court (ICC) to be drastically reduced by 2040-2050 and for domestic courts to step up their role.

He stressed the necessity for better cooperation between countries, international organizations and NGOs to collect evidence and put criminals on trial. It is possible for NGOs to assist the prosecutor to achieve a conviction in court.

One controversial theme is that crimes are based on the principle of territoriality and some people are still reluctant to accept prosecutions in countries where one has never committed a crime. It is important to highlight that the ICC is based on the principle of complementarities, which means that it actuates when the States do not. For that reason, jurisdiction conflicts are uncommon.

Lyal S. Sunga spoke about the role of NGOs in the UN Human Rights Special Procedures, treaty bodies and field presence in relation to the ICC fact-finding.  He explained that the ICC is intended to halt, prevent and deter individuals of any rank or official capacity, even Heads of State, from committing or ordering to be committed the most egregious of crimes of international concern. The International Criminal Court (ICC) must gather and analyze pertinent, credible and reliable information that can be corroborated and adduced as evidence in court for the purposes of criminal prosecution. A major concern has been how to enhance the ICC’s fact-finding capabilities.

The ICC’s need for information is critical because individuals cannot be fairly tried, convicted, sentenced and punished, without a case that proves criminal responsibility beyond a reasonable doubt, using evidence of not only first-hand testimonies, but also on information that might be available through the UN and / or regional organizations, particularly in connection with NGOs.

NGOs are unlikely to send information to the ICC Prosecutor, and the ICC Prosecutor is unlikely to do

much with unsolicited information received, unless it appears to relate to a major crime of international concern within the ICC’s jurisdiction or it pertains to a situation already under the Prosecutor’s active consideration. 

The ICC can establish, analyze, interpret and act upon the facts concerning crimes under international law and prove individual criminal responsibility more effectively, more objectively and more fairly, when it receives well channelled information, and to this important end, NGOs have a critical role to play.

Morten Bergsmo presented four services that can assist those working on the documentation, investigation, prosecution, defence or adjudication of core international crimes (such as crimes against humanity, war crimes and genocide), in particular at the national level. He explained these services and showed the audience how they can be accessed through the Internet. 
He first demonstrated the ICC Legal Tools Database of the Legal Tools Project, available through www.legal-tools.org. This Database provides full-text search availability to more than 42,000 documents on international criminal law. It is by far the largest database on the law on core international crimes. The ICC has outsourced the work to update the Database with new documents and search-data to ten institutes around the world. A fully functional system for updating and development has been established. 
Secondly, Bergsmo demonstrated the ICC Case Matrix, which is an application developed by the ICC to help users with several core functions in the investigation, prosecution and adjudication of core international crimes. The Matrix has several legal information functions as well as a function to organize the facts or evidence in a case in accordance with the detailed legal requirements of the legal classification of the case (e.g., the indictment). The logic of the Matrix is beginning to have an impact in the case law of the ICC. The 2008 Dieter Meurer Prize for Legal Informatics was awarded for the development of the Case Matrix.
Thirdly, Bergsmo demonstrated the knowledge transfer and capacity building platform, the Case Matrix Network (see www.casematrixnetwork.org). This platform provides capacity building services for national actors in criminal justice for atrocities in more than 20 countries.

Finally, Bergsmo demonstrated the platform of the Forum for International Criminal and Humanitarian Law (see www.fichl.org), a leading intellectual forum for discourse in international criminal and humanitarian law and transitional justice. It raises practice-oriented topics for expert consultation and open access publication.
Elizabeth Howe, the General Counsel International Association of Prosecutors, introduced the audience to the International Association of Prosecutors (IAP) website, and in particular to the International Criminal Justice Forum designed to assist Prosecutors world wide in dealing with War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity etc.. The IAP is committed to setting and raising standards of professional conduct and ethics for prosecutors worldwide, promoting the rule of law, fairness, impartiality and respect for human rights and improving international cooperation to combat crime. Its mission is to be a world authority for prosecutors in the conduct of criminal prosecutions and associated matters and to operate as an organisation of international repute and referral. http://www.iap-association.org/.

16-Overcrowding in Correctional Facilities and the Concern over Death in Custody: Thailand’s Efforts to Tackle the Problems
Session Coordinator: Assanee Sangkhanate (assanee45@yahoo.com) – The Department of Corrections of Thailand
Time and location of event: April 14, 1630-1800, Juma
Speakers: 
1.  Mr. Charnchao  Chaiyanukij, Director General, Department of Probation, Ministry of Justice of Thailand
2.  Mr. Assanee Sangkhanate, Penologist, Department of Corrections, Ministry of Justice of Thailand, (a panelist and a moderator
Summary: 
The session was intended to raise an awareness of death in custody which relates to overcrowding problem in correctional facilities and to share with international community Thailand's efforts to reduce the use of incarceration.  The presentation consisted of two parts: the first dealt with the current situation of prison deaths in Thai prisons and the Department of Corrections' measures to tackle the problem.  In Thailand, a rapid increase in the number of prisoners, while the number of correctional staff and prison space relatively remains  the same, results in several problems - one of which is prison death.  The results from the study of unnatural deaths in Thai prisons was discussed and such details as type of deaths, time and place of deaths and equipments relating to unnatural deaths were indentified.  The second dealt with the cooperation between agencies in the Thai criminal justice system to divert offenders from prisons and other correctional facilities.  Contemporary diversion policies and practices were presented.

17-Interdisciplinary training programmes in the area of juvenile justice
Session Coordinator: Jean Zermatten (jean.zermatten@childsrights.org) – International Institute for the Rights of the Child, Sion (Switzerland)

Time and location of the event:14 April,14.30-16.00, Kariri 

Rapporteur: Luísa Luz de Souza 

Speakers: 

· Bernardo Stadelmann, Vice-director of the Swiss Federal Office of Justice

· Jean Zermatten, Founder and Director, International Institute for the Rights of the Child, and Vice-Chair, Committee on the Rights of the Child

· Anna Volz, Defence for Children International

· Davinia Ovett, Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice

· Anne Grandjean, UNICEF

· Renée Sabbagh, UNODC

· Jean Schmitz, Terre des Hommes

Number of people in the audience: 39

Summary

The object of the meeting was to present an overview on the different programmes elaborated for interdisciplinary training of professionals or NGOs on matters related to juvenile justice. According to the principle that dealing with children demands special attention and the regard for their particular needs, the speakers presented some of the main characteristics of the training programmes they develop, as well as the result that they bring to the trainees and to the children. One important aspect that should be noted is that these programmes usually do not specialize only on the necessary treatment of children in conflict with the law, but also of children that are victims or witnesses of crimes. 

In general, it was said that the type of training that is aimed does not regard only the transfer of knowledge, but actions for change. To achieve the goal of proper juvenile justice, the professionals should work together and be aware of each others’ roles. The professionals that work in the juvenile justice system should take into consideration the need to review the perspective of incarceration and try to find better alternatives for the youth. It is important to remember that a more systemic approach is fundamental for the success of all initiatives regarding the reform of the juvenile justice. 

Some specific training programmes were presented by the International Institute for the Rights of the Child, the Defence for Children International (DCI), UNICEF, UNODC and Terre des Hommes. The initiatives include training for advocacy and capacity building, giving information on standards and norms, sharing good practices and results, identifying joint solutions, amongst others. 

The training can be multidisciplinary or specialized, but it was emphasized that it is difficult or not desirable to develop only one form of approach to all countries. Specificity should be respected and the programme ought to be designed specifically to that particular reality. The methods can also vary to better address a specific group or objective (e.g., conferences, workshops, role plays, case studies, online training). Sometimes it is necessary to make a basic formation on rights and important norms concerning juvenile justice to professionals, such as police officers. In other cases, the professional already has that particular formation. 

The lessons learned are, amongst other things, that the combination of capacity building and other forms of approach is likely to achieve a change of mentality in the juvenile justice system. To sustain the changes, the knowledge should be transferred to the institution and not only to the trained individuals. The interdisciplinary formation is very important for the mutual work that has to be done in this area. 

Finally, a special organism (Interagency Panel on Juvenile Justice) was created to evaluate the training programmes and facilitate collaboration between the multiple organizations that execute this work. It is important to establish independent criteria for this evaluation. 

The questions raised at the end of the event regarded especially the role of the defender in the training, the importance of introducing other subjects besides the law and the proper treatment of victims and witnesses. 

18-International Criminal Justice Education for the Rule of Law

Session Coordinator: Janice Joseph (Joseph@stockton.edu) – Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

Time and location: April 14, 1630-1800, Cocal

Speakers: Chair:  Chair:  Janice Joseph, Richard Stockton College of New Jersey

Taking an Experimental Approach to International Education and Training in Criminal Justice and the Rule of Law by Jay Albanese, Virginia Commonwealth University

Teaching the Rule of Law in U.S. Criminal Justice and Law School Courses by Philip Reichel, University of Northern Colorado

Suffrage, Service Learning and the Rule of Law by Joanne Katz and David Tushaus, Missouri Western State University

International Criminal Justice Education for the Rule of Law: The Importance

of Internationalizing Research Methods Training by Rosemary Barberet, John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Rethinking Domestic Violence Education and Training by Denise Kindschi Gosselin, Western New England College

Summary:

The workshop began with a presenter discussing international education and training in criminal justice.  According to the speaker, a small “industry” has emerged in which experts travel and offer education, training and technical assistance carried out by NGOs, international bodies, individual countries, and private consultants. The result is an uneven mixture, not always provided to the places most in need, in the form most useful, or by the best available providers.

He suggested four ways to improve international education and training: 

-Catalog providers;

- Organize curriculum

- Document experience

- Capture and disseminate good practice

He recommended that the response to the need for international education and training in criminal justice requires more systematic planning to organize a plethora of needs, trainers, curricula, and instruction delivery methods. Efforts have not been assessed to determine its success in improving the capacity, professionalism, and outcomes of criminal justice agencies. Efforts to catalog and follow-up on existing efforts are needed to assess curriculum and instruction as well.

The second speaker focused on teaching rule of law in criminal justice and law school courses in the United States.. He reviewed how some criminal justice and law school courses in the U.S. incorporate the rule of law into their curricula and identified specific pedagogical techniques for teaching rule of law.

It is desirable for U.S. CJ students to have a good understanding of justice topics as discussed at the international level. One way to accomplish that is with reference to United Nations’ activities, programs, and documents. An example for present purposes is The United Nations and the rule of law. For them the rule of law definition is taken from the United Nations Secretary-General document of 2004(p. 4).

Another topic discussed was the importance of internationalizing research methods training.  The speaker specifically examined how research methods connect to the rule of law and what benefits can students and the wider audiences draw from learning them.  She proposed that internationalizing research methods should encompass a wider perspective, including such things as the nature of comparative research, paying attention to cultural context, language and translation, danger in field research, cross-cultural collaboration, and special issues of divided and post-conflict contexts.

Furthermore, to connect research methods to the rule of law we must consider that the UN standards and norms, principles, declarations and treaties should be evidence-based and lead to measurable results that can be evaluated.  Indeed this is the recent thrust of UNODC and many other UN bodies.

If international criminal justice education for the rule of law is meant to create a new generation of practitioners or scholars appreciative and mindful of the body of UN norms and treaties, methodological knowledge is needed for them to grasp this topic in its entirety and invest in its future.

The workshop critically examined whether the training and education in domestic violence of police officers are consistent with the rule of law.  The speaker recommended the integration of domestic violence law and powers of arrest as minimum standards for all domestic violence education and training.  

The final presenters discussed how criminal justice faculty can use service learning in an election law class as an effective way to encourage civic engagement, while teaching the importance of the rule of law.

19-The situation in America with regard to the fight against immigrant irregular trafficking

Session Coordinator: Marisol Balderas Martinez (mbmartinez@uat.edu.mx) – Universidad Autonoma de Tamaulipas

Time and location of the event: 14 April, 16.30-18.00, Kariri

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo

Speakers: Antonio Muñoz Aunión and Marisol Balderas Martínez, Universidad Autónoma de Tamaulipas.

Number of people in the audience: 22

Summary:

This session focused on the situation of immigrants who are trying to cross the Mexican border into the United States, and the U.S. position on that matter. 

Apart from having their own citizens migrating from south of the border to the north, being the entrance doors to the U.S. makes Mexico the last stop for migrants from all over Latin America. A large group of trafficked people of different nationalities are concentrated near the Mexican-U.S border, resulting in the emergence of frontier villages made of migrant populations who do not have any resources to go back to their own countries or their hometown in Mexico. Their many needs make them easy victims to organized crime. There also has been an increasing number of associations created to take care of the large contingent of children left behind by parents headed for the U.S. Commonly, dead bodies appear around the frontier area, bodies of those who could not survive being trafficked inside vehicles and containers where they could barely breathe.

Mexican legislation has been modified to punish all sorts of trafficking, predicting severe penalties for traffickers (imprisonment for between four and nine years and a fine in cases where the victim is especially vulnerable). Worried about the immigrants’ situation in its territory, Mexican authorities created the “Grupo Beta,” an association composed of 16 agencies working on what they call risk zones, such as the Big River or the deserts of Sonora and Chihuahua, located on the U.S.-Mexican border, a tempting, but very dangerous, place for immigrants. The group also gives assistance and support to those who were sexually, physically or financially exploited during the transit, both by common citizens and public authorities.

Marisol Balderas Martínez criticized the U.S. for not applying the various international rules that regulate trafficking in human beings, explaining that the U.S. government and courts prefer to follow its restrictive national legislation on the topic, worried much more about sending the victim back than punishing those who committed a crime against the State, such as the traffickers. She also pointed out, however, that the courts have started to recognize and guarantee labor rights to those immigrants who have been working before being expelled, coercing employers to pay their debts with irregular foreign workers.

A delegate from the U.S. stressed that the U.S. has been working equally hard to punish traffickers and protect victims. But she also highlighted that we must pay attention to the difference between trafficking, which is a crime against the person, and smuggling, which is a crime against the State. In cases of trafficking, the U.S. government must be concerned about the victim in the first place, which does not signify that it will neglect the traffickers. She also highlighted that President Barack Obama has declared his will to promote reform on various elements of U.S. migration legislation.

Marisol Balderas Martínez concluded saying that trafficking in human beings is a problem that will never end if there is not an integrated action among all the States of Latin America, since we are dealing with a net of trafficking extending all over the continent.

20-Visiting mechanisms and transparency in prison: the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention against Torture and worldwide developments

Session Coordinator: Hitoshi Matsui (matsui@fukuokakokusai.gr.jp) - Japan Federation of Bar Association, Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT), Penal Reform International (PRI)

Time and location of the event: 4.30-6 p.m., Arara room

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo

Speakers: 

· Manfred Nowak, UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

· Barbara Bernath, Association for the Prevention of Torture

· Toshiteru Shibaike, Japan Federation of Bar Associations

· Jose de Jesus Filho, Pastoral Carcerária Nacional (Brasilian Catholic Prison Pastoral)

· Charles Sullivan, Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants

· Mary Murphy, Penal Reform International.

Number of people in the audience: 43

Summary

Manfred Nowak firstly explained brief history of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture as introduction.  In the 1970s, Latin America was full of national security dictatorships that used torture as a non-official way of punishing rebels and extracting confessions. In 1984, the United Nations Convention against Torture came into effect, and a long fight against impunity and of trying to convince countries to sign the new treaty and recognize torture as a crime started. Costa Rica took the first step by presenting the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, which was then adopted in 2002 and entered into force in 2006.

Barbara Bernath explained that there are now 50 States parties and 31 signatories to the Optional Protocol, which lays out a system of visits, at the international and national levels, to all places where people are or may be deprived of liberty, for the prevention of all forms of ill treatment. The main idea is to prevent torture and to analyze the roots of the problem, which is another way of doing prevention. 

Each of the Optional Protocol bodies (the State, the Subcommittee on Prevention and the National Preventive Mechanism) is mutually interconnected. In particular, the National Preventive Mechanism is an independent organ that works in the framework of a mandate established by law that gives it the power to visit all places where people are deprived of liberty, without any kind of access restrictions, based on a preventive approach of that aims to preserve prisoners' human rights. The first mandate is to regularly examine the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty, but also to make recommendations and submit proposals about existing legislation. It is an obligation of the State to publish and disseminate an annual report based on the information collected by the Mechanism.

Like many other countries, Brazil still hasn’t signed the Optional Protocol. Meanwhile, these countries have been trying to find a specific solution to their particular national issues.

Toshiteru Shibaike presented the Japanese example, where there isn’t an independent or national human rights institution, but there is a penal institution visiting committee. The Committee is composed of persons with a reputation of integrity and who have worked dealing with human rights before. Despite the Committee's efforts to prevent violations of prisoners' rights, its recommendations are not yet mandatory, which is a challenge that must be highlighted especially after the Tokushima Prison Case. In that case, a prison doctor was found examining prisoners by inserting his finger in the patient’s anus, even if the patient was suffering from sickness or fever, for example. Over 100 complaints were made to the committee, but the warden of the prison ignored the complaints until a detainee committed suicide.

José de Jesus Filho, a member of the Brasilian Catholic Prison Pastoral, an independent civil society organization that has free access to prisons, explained that his organization had built a relationship of trust with prisoners by ensuring them that their complaints would be addressed to the authorities. Regular visits prevents abuse and is a warning that if any violation takes place in prison it will be addressed. If torture happens, there’s a big chance that the prisoner will report it to the organization. Usually, torture is committed by correctional officers, civil police and military police officers, and recently it was revealed that federal police officers were involved in the torture of indigenous people. The organization still faces some challenges, such as peer protection among public officers, who hesitate to prosecute other public officers; prisoners’ fear of retaliation if they make complaints; delays in procedures; and also the need to build the capacity of corrections staff to prevent torture.

Charles Sullivan introduced the examples visits and inspection of criminal institutions in the USA, including accreditation system by the American Corrections Association, the National Prison Project of the American Civil Liberty Union，and inspection system under Prison Rape Elimination Act and American Disability Act.

After the discussion session chaired by Mary Murphy, an Argentine Judge questioned if it would be ethical to press the prisoners to reveal any ill-treatment they have been receiving, considering that the risk against his physical integrity – in case of retaliation coming from the public officer offender - is bigger than the possibility of correcting the violation of the human rights he’s been suffering. 

Manfred Nowak answered on this question, that it was impossible to hide from prison authorities the identity of prisoners who were speaking out. There will always be a risk of retaliation when prisoners try to make allegation of torture or ill treatment and, because of that, prisoners should not be pressured into talking. If members of the visiting organization feel that prisoners are afraid or reluctant to speak out, they should try to visit the prisoner again a few days later to continue the conversation.

A delegate from Namibia pointed out that attention should also be paid to prisoners who lie, putting corrections officers in trouble, although the delegate agreed that there are officers who are a real threat to other prisoners but who tend to be kind in front of visitors.

Manfred Nowak responded to that by saying that the percentage of prisoners who seek contact with the visiting mechanism to tell lies is irrelevant (less than 5 per cent) according to his experience as the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture. Besides, denounced officers are always trying to reduce prisoners’ credibility by saying the prisoners committed crimes and are dangerous persons, which could never be taken as an excuse to reduce the prisoner’s human rights protection.

As the end of the session, coordinators emphasized that States that have not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture to do so, and those which have ratified it to designate or establish independent and effective national preventive mechanisms. Summing up, Mary Murphy welcomed the fact that transparency of places where people are deprived of their liberty, including prisons, has come to be accepted as both a principle and a necessity, as has the involvement of independent members of civil society in exercising oversight. She stressed that it is not only institutional officials who have the experience, skills and expertise essential in identifying what needs to change in a state’s system in order for those deprived of their liberty to be safe from torture.

21-Enhancing the lives of females inmates: Thailand’s proposal for the draft supplementary rules to the 1955 standard minimum rules

Session Coordinator: Vongthep Arthakaivalvatee (vongthepa@gmail.com) - 

Ministry of Justice of Thailand

Time and place: 14 April, 14.30-16.00, Cocal 

Rapporteur: Camila Sombra M. Andrade   

Speakers: 

Vitaya Suriyawong, Director-General, Office of Justice Affairs, Ministry of Justice, Thailand

Eduardo Vetere, International Association of Anti-corruption Authorities

Tomris Atabay, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

Rachel Brett, Quaker United Nations Office in Geneva

Mary Murphy, Policy Director, Penal Reform International

Number of people in the audience: 45 

Summary

This meeting was organized by Thailand under the Enhancing Lives of Females Inmates (ELFI) project to propose new draft rules for the treatment of women prisoners and non-custodial measures for women offenders. Through this initiative, under the Royal Patronage of the Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol of Thailand, it is suggested that the 1955 Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners be supplemented by rules that take into account the specific needs of women prisoners. 

Not only are there concerns regarding the problems of pregnant and nursing inmates, but also issues with regards to parenting, mainly when women are in charge of the primary care of minor children. In this case, for example, it must be questioned if the woman had time to make arrangements for her children before she went to prison. Additionally, it is recommended that as a disciplinary measure the female prisoners should not be forbidden to maintain contact with their children. Furthermore, as a result of the detention of a pregnant foreign woman, citizenship issues of the child given birth at the prison must be avoided.  

The number of female prisoners is increasing worldwide and rising at a higher rate than that of male prisoners. Most of the crimes are non-violent property crimes, drug-related or even moral offences, such as adultery. The new rules aim to establish a universal standard for the treatment of women inmates in correctional facilities. The objective of these rules is not to give women a privileged treatment or to replace the 1955 Standard Minimum Rules, but to acknowledge that female inmates have specific needs.

The draft rules are divided into four parts. Part 1 refers to general prison management and is applicable to female prisoners sentenced to all types of imprisonment. Part 2 establishes special categories of female inmates. Part 3 outlines the implementation of non-custodial measures for women and young female offenders, upon their arrest, before trial and during the sentencing and post-sentencing stages. Part 4 is reserved to the topics of research, planning, evaluation, the raising of public awareness, and the exchange of information.

Access to alternative custody must be encouraged as often as possible for pregnant women or women with dependants, as well as for young inmates. For all these reasons, the presenters recommend the adoption of the draft rules by the General Assembly.  

22-Addressing the health consequences of unchecked pretrial detention

Session Coordinator: Kerstin McCourt (kmccourt@justiceinitiative.org) and Denise Tomasini-Joshi (dtomasini@justiceinitiative.org) – Open Society Justice Initiative

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 16.30–18.00, Juriti

Rapporteurs: Giovanna Sgaria and Tatiana Teubner Guasti 

Name and organization of speakers: 

· Denise Tomasini-Joshi, Open Society Justice Initiative

· Michael Bochenek, Amnesty International, International Secretariat

· Ricardo Soberon, Drug Policy Initiative, Peru

· Amanda Wetzel, Open Society Justice Initiative

Number of people in the audience: 44

Summary
Denise Tomasini-Joshi introduced the session providing an overview of the numbers of people in pretrial detention and the reasons why they are more likely to be vulnerable to serious health risks.  
The negative effects of incarceration on the health of prisoners, prison staff and the families are obvious to those working with prisoners and prisons.  The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV /AIDS (UNAIDS) has referred to prisons as “incubators” of HIV, hepatitis C and tuberculosis. In fact a larger problem exists in places that hold pretrial detainees – people who have been arrested but have not been convicted. They amount to almost 10 million people yearly.  
The higher health risks associated with PTD are related to; extreme and erratic overcrowding, the “temporary” nature of these detention facilities (such as police cells) that yet hold people for many months and sometimes years, the rapid turn-over of detainees that guarantees regular exposure to communicable diseases and carries illnesses out of detention facilities, the poor conditions at pretrial detention facilities such as lack of food, adequate sanitation, clothing and beds which often make an existing health problem worse, the high incidence of torture that occurs when corrupt police and prison officials try to coerce confessions, and finally the interruption in care that occurs for people who are under medical treatment at the time of arrest.
In some places in the world Pretrial detainees account for over a third of all the people in prisons.  The health risks associated with pretrial detention affect not only those detained but also societies at large, as these detainees are in contact with government officials (police, prison staff, judges, prosecutors, defenders), prison visitors, and other inmates and are eventually released into communities. 
Michael Bochenek, provided details on the scale of the problem of pretrial detention globally, on the human rights standards that apply to pretrial detainees, and on the specific health consequences that pretrial detainees suffer.  
Ricardo Soberon spoke of the overuse of pretrial detention for casual drug users in Peru and how this creates health consequences for pretrial detainees.  
Amanda Wetzel, provided an introduction to international jurisprudence that would allow NGO’s to use litigation as a tool to address health risks from the overuse and misuse of pretrial detention. 
The most important measure to improve health in prisons is to eliminate the excessive use of pretrial detention. It’s imperative to develop programs that provide safe alternatives to pretrial detention for persons accused of low-level crimes, in addition to effective disease prevention and treatment for those who must remain in pretrial detention, and better conditions of temporary detention.  
The Global Campaign for Pretrial Justice was created to conduct and promote research, develop publications, engage in litigation, and work with local groups to develop programs that address the intersection of pretrial detention and health. At this stage the Campaign is strictly an operational program and not a grant-making initiative – it seeks to achieve the following goals; 1) Increase the evidence base on: the public health implications of excessive pretrial detention; best practices related to provision of health services in pretrial detention; negative health implications of detention for drug treatment; and the viability of community-based treatment alternatives, and alternatives to detention, 2) Develop programs for pretrial release of people with health concerns, 3) Increase collaboration between health and prison advocates to develop solutions to problems related to health in pretrial detention, 4) Develop data and documentation that will assist prison and health officials to resolve health problems in detention and provide technical assistance to governments to best utilize these resources, 5) Increase the amount of funding targeted at health and human rights interventions in the pretrial stage, and 6) Develop precedents on health rights in pretrial detention through the use of litigation. 
NGOs dealing with the types of health consequences described in the session were encouraged to contact the campaign coordinators to obtain advise and assistance connecting with other groups that may provide programmatic, funding or litigation assistance.  Most importantly governments were encouraged to reform their pretrial detention practices in ways that will save government resources, prevent disease outbreaks, protect human rights and improve the functioning of the justice system. 

23-Reviewing implementation of the human trafficking protocol: a victim-centred approach

Session Coordinator: Caroline Hames (caroline@gaatw.org) – Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women (GAATW)

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 12-1.30 p.m., Juma 

Rapporteur: Bruno Stolze Lyrio

Speakers: 

· Aparecida Gonçalves, Brazilian Ministry of Women Rights (Chair/Moderator)

· Caroline Hames, Global Alliance against Traffic in Women

· Dalila Eugenia Maranhão Dias Figueiredo, Associação Brasileira de Defesa da Mulher, da Infãncia e da Juventude

· Mohammed Badandede, National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons, Nigeria

· Michael O’Connell, Commissioner for Victims’ Rights, South Australia 

· Sanne Kroon, BLinN (Bonded Labour in Netherlands)

· Frans Nederstigt, Projeto Trama, Brasil

Number of people in the audience: 52 – 58 people

Summary:

Ten years from the initial development of the Human Trafficking Protocol, it has seen great effort at the international, regional and national level to combat trafficking. However, gaps in implementation of the human trafficking protocol remain. Reviewing the implementation of the Protocol is relevant and it can be done in different perspectives, including under the victim centered approach.

Francs Nedersigt started by asking: What makes a monitoring mechanism victim-centered? Effectually “to listen to the victim”. It is possible to see many parallels to victims in general and human trafficking victims. The crime is not a single incident and for that reason you have to pay attention to their needs and their problems. It must have efficient communication with the victim and that is only possible if there is an autonomous position and active transmitter and recipient.

There are some mechanisms to provide attention to victims’ needs. The 1985 UN Victims’ Declaration of Basis Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power extends the concept of victim and includes people affected by the violence indirectly (e.g., family, witnesses). It can be a result of a moral damage, violence against the body and economic damage and other. The crimes can be either regulated by national or international legislation. The Declaration contemplates important minimum rights, for example, the access of justice, fair treatment and compensation.

It is always necessary to source the debate and the action on the respect of dignity and to know that every individual has rights that must be respected. Local companies, civil society, and government offices must cooperate with each other to create a network of knowledge. 

The fight against this crime has the following challenges: to keep the focus of NGOs on monitoring public policy, sustainability of monitoring offices, services network to attend to victims of trafficking and to bring the attention of authorities and civil entities. 

At the conclusion, some experiences in Nigeria, Australia, Brazil, Thailand and Netherlands show that it is necessary for a multi-faceted monitoring agency that must try to implement the spirit of the Convention. And it is a consensus that it must have a victim-centered approach.

Key elements for success include independence and authority. In particular, reports are being taken very seriously by the government. It has created a possibility for NGO’s to not only let the government know how existing policies work in practice, but also bring certain practical problems to the attention of governments and bring about changes. 

Connection between speech and practice, participation of all sectors of society, thematic review, independent monitoring, consultation of victims, comprehensive and transparent reports, and independent monitoring mechanisms are urgent in combating human trafficking. In general, to provide services, information, consultation and participation are indispensable.

These responses help the victim feel less alienated, fostering confidence in the victim, helping the victim to attain a safer and healthier life, improve practical outcomes for the victim, and less re-victimization of the victim.

24-Pretrial Justice: Addressing the nexus of corruption, torture, public health, and socioeconomic development.

Session Coordinator: Kerstin McCourt (kmccourt@justiceinitiative,org) - Open Society Justice Initiative. 

Time and location of the event: 10–12 a.m., Juriti room

Rapporteur: Bruno Stolze Lyrio

Name and organization of speakers: 

· Martin Schönteich, Open Society Justice Initiative

· Rob Allen, International Centre for Prison Studies, King’s College London

· Manfred Nowak, Boltzmann Institute for Human Rights

· Kerstin McCourt, Open Society Justice Institute

· Erivaldo dos Santos, National Council of Justice of Brazil

· Luciana Zaffalon Leme Cardoso, Institute in Defense of the Right to Defense

Number of people in the audience: 70

Summary

Rob Allen, director of the International Centre for Prison Studies, focused on the extent of pretrial detention around the world and its humanitarian impact on detainees. Globally, approximately every third incarcerated person is detained awaiting trial or the finalisation of his trial. These are people who have not been convicted of a crime and are, by law, deemed innocent.

It is necessary to ask if pretrial detention is used as a form of punishment in countries where awaiting trial detainees outnumber sentenced prisoners. In Bolivia, for example, almost three-quarters of prisoners are awaiting trial. In Liberia, Pakistan, Haiti, Honduras, and Turkey the situation is similar. Such numbers are unusual in the Western world, although almost half of all incarcerated persons in Italy are awaiting trial.

Prison systems with high overcrowding levels tend to hold large numbers of pretrial detainees. International rules dictate that every accused person is presumed innocent until proven guilty. Consequently, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights requires that pretrial detainees are held separately from convicted prisoners. Paradoxically, conditions of pretrial detention are often worse compared to conditions for convicted prisoners.

It is necessary to reform the whole criminal justice system to limit the use of pretrial detention and ensure that periods of detention are as short as possible. Some countries – such as Chile, for example – have succeeded in reducing the proportion of incarcerated persons awaiting trial. Yet, even in Chile the overall number of incarcerated persons has doubled. Addressing pretrial justice consequently needs to be part of a broader set of activities aimed at a sparing use of imprisonment – both as a means of detention and as a sentence of the court.

Martin Schönteich of the Open Society Justice Initiative spoke about the impact of pretrial detention on corruption, public health, and economic dislocation.

Corruption flourishes in the pretrial phase because it receives less scrutiny and is subject to more discretion than subsequent stages of the justice process, and often involves the lower paid and most junior actors in the system. Corruption and excessive pretrial detention are mutually reinforcing: a criminal justice system which overuses pretrial detention is susceptible to corruption, and an environment marked by corruption will likely lead to over-reliance on pretrial detention.

Pretrial holding facilities, which include police lock-ups not designed for large numbers or extended stays, often force detainees to live in filthy, overcrowded conditions without access to fresh air, minimal sanitation facilities, health services, or adequate food. The excessive use of pretrial detention leads to overcrowded, unhygienic, chaotic, and violent environments where pretrial detainees are at risk of contracting disease. But they are not the only people whose health is threatened by over-reliance on pretrial detention. Outbreaks of disease that begin in pretrial detention centres quickly spread to the general public. The global overuse of pretrial detention is not just a human rights problem, but also a looming public health crisis.

The excessive and arbitrary use of pretrial detention critically undermines socio-economic development, and is especially harmful to the poor. Pretrial detention disproportionately affects individuals and families living in poverty: they are more likely to come into conflict with the criminal justice system, more likely to be detained awaiting trial, and less able to make bail or pay bribes for their release. For individuals, the excessive use of pretrial detention means lost income and reduced employment opportunities; for their families, it means economic hardship and reduced educational outcomes; and for the state, it means increased costs, reduced revenue, and fewer resources for social service programs.

Manfred Nowak, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, stated that pretrial detainees face the greatest risk of torture. Nowak found torture in police custody to be widespread in 11 out of the 16 countries he visited during fact-finding missions over the last five years. The reason for this is clear: it is during the initial period of police custody when the police have an interest in extracting a confession from suspects. Detainees recounted to him that they are routinely tortured if they “don’t cooperate” i.e. if they don’t confess, yet they also say that the years spent in pretrial detention without any knowledge of the accusations against them or the time they will spend there is as bad, if not worse, than the initial torture itself.

Nowak detailed the need for countries to adhere to international standards that limit the use of pretrial detention and promote alternatives to detention to reduce torture and improve prison conditions. “If more than 50 percent of all detainees are in pretrial detention, then something is wrong.” He concluded by saying there is an “urgent need for the United Nations to consider drafting a special Convention on the Rights of Detainees.”

Kerstin McCourt of the Open Society Justice Initiative provided examples of the relationship between pretrial detention and corruption, torture, and economic dislocation in Bangladesh, Kyrgyzstan, Malawi and Sierra Leone.

Judge Erivaldo dos Santos from the National Council of Justice, a judicial oversight body, and Luciana Zaffalon Leme Cardoso, Institute in Defense of the Right to Defense gave interesting and candid presentations of the situation in Brazil. Based on a 2009 study 44 % of the total prison population are awaiting trial, however the situation varies greatly from State to State for example in Alagoas the figure is as high as 74%. He also questioned the length of time spent in pretrial detention and what length is ‘reasonable’. Judge Erivaldo has been the head of the “mutirao” program which began in 2008.  Through the mutiroes the CNJ reviews case files in each state in Brazil.  To date 112,939 cases have been reviewed and of that almost 20,000 people have been released.  

Given the situation he categorically said that 14 years is not reasonable and even one day is not reasonable when someone is detained for no reason. The prison rate is also very high 247 per 100 000 of the population but again as high as 496 per 100 000 for example in the State of Acre. 

Judge dos Santos concluded by saying that there is a lot to be embarrassed about – yet they have taken the first steps towards sustainability alleviating the problem. 

25-Innovative models and solutions: Reducing prison overcrowding through paralegals and other programmes.

Session Coordinator: Kerstin McCourt (kmccourt@justiceinitiative.org). Sponsors: Open Society Justice Initiative (OSJI) and Penal Reform International (PRI)

Time and location of the event: 10:00 - 11:30 – Juriti Room (April 15, 2010)

Rapporteur: Carlos Cerqueira Jr. 

Number of people in the audience: 65

Speakers:

Mary Murphy (Penal Reform International), Kerstin McCourt (Open Society Justice Initiative, Belgium), Dr. Ashraful Islam Khan (Inspector General of Prisons, Bangladesh), Clifford Msiska (Paralegal Advisory Services Institute, Malawi), Elinor Chemonges (Foundation for Human Rights Initiative, Uganda), Khalid Hussein (Muslims for Human Rights, Kenya), Luis Matsinhe (EMU University Legal Clinic, Mozambique), Myrna Alvarez Uriarte (State of Morelos, Mexico), Jedidah Wakonyo (Legal Resources Foundation, Kenya), Nduka Njoku (REPLACE, Nigeria), Prof. Sandra Babcock (Northwestern University, USA).

Summary:

Mr. Martin Schönteich of the Open Society Justice Initiative opened the session.

The first speaker, Mary Murphy from Penal Reform International (PRI), argued that governments need to make special arrangements for children in detention and consider alternative arrangements for parents with minor dependents, particularly single mothers. Moreover, that it is necessary to identify the mentally handicapped in detention and direct them to appropriate medical treatment. Improving access to justice for detainees is crucial to ensure that pretrial detention is used sparingly and not abused as a form of punishment. In presenting PRI’s 12-Point Plan of Action, Ms. Murphy drew on successful pretrial detention reform initiatives from around the world, including Brazil, Egypt, and Kazakhstan.

The session was shown a documentary on the work of the Paralegal Advisory Service Institute (PASI) in Malawi. PASI’s model, using paralegals to assist pretrial detainees, was developed in 2000, and has since been replicated in other places such as Kenya, Uganda, and Bangladesh.

Mr. Clifford Msiska, PASI’s executive director, spoke about the work paralegals perform at the frontlines of the criminal justice system. Malawi’s prisons are overcrowded, the conditions are terrible, and without private resources to pay for a lawyer, most pretrial detainees would have no access to legal support were it not for PASI’s paralegals. Paralegals work primarily in the prisons of Malawi, using oral techniques for education in criminal law so that prisoners know their rights, which otherwise would not be possible because most of them are illiterate. Due to lack of resources, the police don’t have a way to take the prisoners to court, and for this reason, paralegals encourage judges to go to the prisons to undertake bail applications. In the courts, paralegals also track the process of prisoners and provide assistance to victims. 

Dr. Ashraful Islam Khan, the Inspector General of Prisons in Bangladesh, spoke about an initiative which is deploying paralegals to reduce the country’s prison population (of 75,614 prisoners housed in a prison system designed for 28,680). Some 62 percent of all prisoners in Bangladesh are awaiting trial or the finalization of their trial. The prison directors are working hard to solve this logistical problem and the government is building bigger prisons.

Mr. Luis Matsinhe of EMU University Legal Clinic in Mozambique told the session that legal assistance programs have been realized with the help of law students. The programs have permitted and institutionalized access to pretrial detainees and access to pretrial detainees prior to any power of lawyer, improved the conditions of interviews with detainees, and facilitated early access to pro-bono legal assistance.

Prof. Sandra Babcock of Northwestern University directs a legal clinic and works against the death penalty in Malawi. She takes her group of law students to Malawi to see the work of PASI’s paralegals to interview them and prisoners.

Ms. Myrna Alvares, a director overseeing the criminal justice reform process in the state of Morelos in Mexico, stated that Morelos is the third state to implement a new system of adversarial justice based on oral proceedings. During the implementation of the reform, the need to establish a mechanism to deal with the new pretrial detention regime became evident. She listed some challenges and opportunities: awareness-raising of public officials, selection of the staff, sustainability, dissemination, and the new model’s impact on existing practices.

Ms. Jedidah Wakonyo of the Legal Resources Foundation in Kenya spoke about how her organization emulated PASI’s paralegal model, whereby paralegals play a key role in the administration of justice. Kenya has 97 penal institutions holding a prisoner population of 49,000, of which 19,000 are awaiting trial.     

 26-Social development in justice and prison systems

Session Cooridnator: Charles Sullivan (cure@curenational.org) - Citizens United For Rehabilitation of Errants (CURE)

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 10–11.30 a.m., Juriti

Rapporteurs: Bruno Stolze and Pilar Carchi 

Speakers: 

· Charles Sullivan, Director, International CURE (Citizens United For Rehabilitation of Errants)

· José de Jesus Filho, IPCCPPC

Number of people in the audience: 20-26 

Summary:

The presentation started with a brief summary about the history of International CURE and IPCCPPC. Both organizations are mainly dedicated to the reduction of crime through the reform of the criminal justice system (especially prison reform), and have national chapters in several countries. International CURE has started a grass-roots movement in Africa and will hold a Congress in Nigeria in February, 2011.

Four key social development descriptors (reformation, restoration, rehabilitation and reintegration) as well as five key problem-areas related to the criminal justice system were highlighted: (1) Judicial systems and legal aid; (2) Incarceration vs. Alternatives; (3) Abuse in prisons; (4) Health care in prisons; (5) Rehabilitation and reentry.

To achieve social inclusion we have to recognize the dignity inherent in every individual and his or her rights to fair justice.  Corrupt systems and prolonged pretrial detention can be examples of this problem, which can be solved with the enforcement of a Speedy Trial Act. It is important to implement free and unobstructed access to the courts. 

Recognition of the problem of prison overcrowding and finding solutions to this worldwide problem is the aim of International CURE.  Charles Sullivan stated that for the American penitentiary system, the problem is much more about “quantity than quality”. The examples of Africa and South America show that this happens all around the world. Overcrowding problems are followed by health problems and can be the reason of many suicides in jails. Alternatives to reduce these problems show that communication between prisoners, their families and civil society in general must be very helpful. It must utilize restorative justice approaches to restore harmony within the community through the compensation of the victim, the reduction of harm and to hold offenders accountable. It is necessary to recognize the root causes and, once done, to work towards preventing recurrence. Still, people need to have in mind that the situation in prison should be as similar as possible to the situation outside the jail.

It must have protection of the most vulnerable from unnecessary, unbridled and malicious abuse. The abuse can be either physical (e.g., physical torture, sexual abuse), emotional or intellectual and those kind of practices contribute to the prisoner’s loss of motivation to behave normally in his most basic daily routines. To prevent it, every institution should be supervised by an independent Board of visitors made up by civil society and with access to all places. Prolonged isolation should be abolished and placement in a control unit should be the last resort and, once used, needs to be carefully monitored.

Conditions in jails have the potential for massive health problems. Poor sanitation, inadequate medical facilities, meager food supplies and lack of potable water contributes to cholera, tuberculosis, coughing, asthma and others diseases. To prevent those problems, the Ministry of Health should be responsible for health in prison and it would be a platform of governmental programs.

Concerning the problem of rehabilitation and re-entry programs, it must be recognized that the majority of the many millions of excluded, abandoned and ostracized persons in the world’s prisons are redeemable as productive citizens, if given a measure of social development. Inadequate education, work, sports and vocational training or the lack of them obstruct the rehabilitation. In this case, it should be made available to all detainees, education at the primary and secondary level. The education should include religious and cultural activities, vocational training, literacy programs or any other action aimed at the development of the full potential of each detainee.

Resolving those problems (or trying to do so) makes possible better social health, reduces crime, increases security, increases productive life styles and lowers total costs for police, judiciary, jails, prisons, welfare, medical, and other after-effects. 

Charles Sullivan mentioned that Kofi Annan left as his legacy a very important development regarding Human Rights of which many people are unaware.  Member States should present every four years a report on Human Rights, which usually consists of about 200 to 400 pages by the Government plus 10 pages from NGOs. These reports go to the Human Rights Council and they send reports with their comments to the Commissioner in the United Nations. (These reports can be found on the UN website).

The U.S. is going to be reviewed at the end of this year.  There is a consensus moving towards reform and the Obama administration is more sympathetic on this subject. The leader of the movement is present in this Congress, which is a good sign of the importance attached to the reform.

27-Latin American experiences with restorative justice

Session Coordinator: L.Lynette Parker (lparker@pfi.org) – Prison Fellowship International (PFI)

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 10-11.30 a.m., Juma

Rappoteur: Luísa Luz de Souza

Speakers: 

· Lynette Parker, Programme manager, Prison Fellowship International (chair)

· Joanna Heskia, Consultant, Alberto Hurtado University and Pontifícia Universidad Católica de Chile

· Marcelo Gomes Moutinho, Association of Protection and Assistance of Prisoners and the Brazilian Fraternity of Assistance to Prisoners

Number of people in the audience: 30-35

Summary 

Restorative justice is a great interest, in many parts of the world, and some countries have adopted legislative or other measures to implement this different paradigm. Some restorative justice experiences in Latin America were shared and it was possible to evaluate their results and their compliance to the fundamental principles of this type of justice. 

In Chile, the bill of criminal responsibility of teenagers, of 2005, brought more flexible sanctions and some general principles of restorative justice. Even though negotiation was excluded from the final law because of the reaction of more conservative sectors of society, these principles permit the application of restorative justice in some cases. The primary element of this experience is the responsibility of teenagers in conflict with the law: they have to recognize that they are responsible for the harm done and try to repair it if possible. The sessions before the judge must include all the people involved (victims, families, offenders and professionals). This intervention has an explicit goal, which is to achieve the reintegration of the offender in society, through the process of gaining awareness of the responsibility for the damage caused. There are some offenses that remain excluded from the possibility of restorative justice in Chile, such as sexual crimes, domestic violence and violent robberies. One thing that should be noted is that the public defenders don’t agree with this initiative because ideologically they believe that it’s more prejudicial to children and punishes them with harder penalties. 

Another experience in restorative justice is the one of APAC, in Brazil, especially in the state of Minas Gerais. The APAC maintains institutions where the prisoners can do their time in a different way, one that includes the voluntary participation of local members of the community. In the APAC institutions, prisoners receive a different treatment and society is actively involved in their reintegration. The methodology applied in APAC prisons includes restorative justice and, in some cases, reconciliation. In the cases where the methodology is fully observed, less than 10% of prisoners are arrested again.

A great deal of time was given for the audience to share experiences from their realities and own restorative justice practices. There were questions on whether restorative justice should be solely a communitarian demand or an institutionalized practice. An important comment was made on the matter of Chile’s process of restraining children’s rights, exemplified by the recent reduction of the penal age from 16 to 14. It was pointed out that the responsibility of adolescents shouldn’t be seen as a penal responsibility (which stigmatizes them), but as a process that could lead to the full awareness about the extent of the harm done to the victim. In Chile, nevertheless, restorative justice is seen only as another methodology compatible with traditional justice and to be applicable in the current system. Comments were made on the need to visualize restorative justice as nothing less than a great change of paradigms with a completely different ultimate objective. 

28-Community Participation in Prison
Session Coordinator: L. Lynette Parker (lparker@pfi.org) – Prison Fellowship International
Time and location of event: April 16, 1200-1330, Juma
Speakers: 
L. Lynette Parker

Summary: 
The session looked  at the positive contributions that community organisations make when they participate in the prison environment. This included offering various services such as training and educational programmes, religious programmes, and reentry service

29-Introducing the International Anti-Corruption Academy

Session Coordinator: Martin Kreutner (Martin.Kreutner@bak.gv.at) – Association “Friends of the Academy”

Time and location of the event: 2.30-4 p.m. in Juma room

Rapporteurs: Vanessa Fagundes Peralva and Tatiana Teubner Guasti

Speakers: 

· John Sandage, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

· Paul Lachal Roberts, European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)

· Helmut Böck, Austrian representative to the permanent mission of Austria to the United Nations Office at Vienna

· Martin Kreutner, International Anti-Corruption Academy

Number of people in the audience: about 60 people

Summary

The International Anti-Corruption Academy will be an international centre of excellence for a new and holistic approach in fighting corruption. The main goals of the Academy are:

· To address the phenomenon of corruption comprehensively and in an inter-disciplinary approach

· To personalize anti-corruption work to meet the most modern and exacting standards

· To foster direct dialogue, collaboration, exchange and synergies between relevant stakeholders

· To substantially improve the effectiveness of institutions, organizations and individuals engaged in preventing and combating corruption

· To conduct research on effective and efficient anti-corruption strategies and activities

· To build partnerships with all stakeholders involved

The Academy is intended to ultimately improve the knowledge and skills of individuals as well as the transparency and accountability of institutions and organizations.

The Academy will be situated in Laxenburg, near Vienna, and will involve personalities from different Governments, anti-corruption agencies, law enforcement entities, the judiciary, NGOs, civil society actors, the business sector and will be also opened to other international organizations. 

In the beginning, the Academy will offer and develop courses to train people in cooperation and research. It aims to operate as a centre of excellence, creating a new generation of top-notch specialists and experts to tackle the issues surrounding corruption. It is intended to act as an innovative source to providing education as well as a platform for networking and cooperation, the first of its kind.

The Academy will be managed through the following bodies: a steering committee; a group of friends of the Academy, responsible for facilitating decision-making; an international Academy advisory board; and an international senior advisory board.

Construction of the Academy is scheduled to end in August 2010. A founders’ conference will be held in September 2010 and the first activities will start in October 2010. The Academy will start having an international personality in 2011, although it has already been recognized as international organization. 

The ultimate aim is to achieve a better use of public funds by international organizations, foundations and civil society and, finally, to contribute to creating an environment of trust, confidence, innovation and prosperity.

30-Recovery of the proceeds of corruption: challenges and opportunities for law enforcement

Session Coordinator: Adrian Fozzard (afozzard@worldbank.org) - Joint Worldbank/UNODC Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative

Time and location of the event: Tuesday, April 13, 12-1.30 p.m., Juma room

Rapporteur: Pedro Paulo Martins da Fonseca

Speakers: 

· Adrian Fozzard, Coordinator, Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative

· Yves Aeschlimann, World Bank

· Pedro Pereira, International Centre for Asset Recovery

Number of people in the audience: about 25

Summary

Adrian Fozzard noted that asset recovery is a new issue that has recently gained attention all over the world. The Stolen Asset Recovery (StAR) Initiative is a partnership between the World Bank and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime aimed at ensuring the return of assets.

Why is asset recovery so important?

Nowadays people are investing a lot of money in developing countries and it is interesting that they are not stopping despite corruption. The recovery of the proceeds of corruption hinders corrupt activity, which has a deterrent effect and reinforces and complements preventive measures. It also demonstrates that authorities are tackling impunity, restoring confidence in the rule of law and recognizes that corruption is a shared problem that can only be tackled through international cooperation and collective action.

To make the asset recovery process possible, it is necessary to have a legal framework to criminalize corruption and to set up a range of asset recovery tools; the capability to investigate and undertake criminal and/or civil proceedings; systems to detect and prevent laundering of proceeds of corruption; political commitment to tackle corruption in developing countries and financial centres; effective collaboration and information sharing through informal and formal cooperation channels.

Finally, it is possible to conclude that the challenges for law enforcement are: to prioritize corruption cases; to dedicate resources to investigation and prosecutions; to ensure independence to curtail interference on grounds of security and national interest; to facilitate information exchange through formal and informal networks; to build capacity particularly in countries with limited resources; and to provide operational support to facilitate, support and participate in investigations and prosecutions

In the majority of nations, these particular cases are not given due importance, with the result that only a few cases are being investigated. The United States is one of the nations making great efforts to solve these cases (Foreign Bribery Cases and Investigations, Selected OECD in 2008, TI 2009).

Some possible solutions, according to Adrian Fozzard, are to increase cooperation between prosecutors in different countries and to allow developing countries access to the “OECD club”, which could increase the exchange of information. More information is available at: www.worldbank.org/star
Yves Aeschlimann said that, in order to ensure that people will stop committing crimes related to corruption, it is necessary to trace their assets, freeze them and, finally, confiscate them. Arresting people only will not deter them. 

Assets must be frozen, otherwise they will disappear by the time the judge decides to confiscate them. Moreover, international cooperation is needed in order to trace these assets and investigators must be very skilled.

In some countries, some acts are not considered a crime, which is why it is necessary to investigate and describe carefully the facts so that the people involved can be reached and the requested country can understand exactly what is happening.

It is important to have a broad legislation that allows the confiscation of money even if the offender is dead, for example. Also, the money should be repatriated even if the country where the crime happened doesn’t investigate. Switzerland, for instance, has sent proceeds of corruption back to Nigeria, even if there was no case under investigation or a confiscation order. In Luxembourg, on the other hand, local authorities have no jurisdiction to act when the money passes through different countries. It is also necessary to have preventive mechanisms before the confiscation and the international cooperation is essential.

According to Pedro Pereira, asset recovery is important because it creates new tools to identify criminal activities, hinders criminal activity, establishes new forms of punishment focused on the proceeds of crime (i.e. money-laundering), increases the risk factor and the cost element of the criminal activity and discourages criminal activity as a means of illicit enrichment by means of preventing the use of proceeds of crime (cost-benefit equation).

There are, however, some important challenges, for example with regard to the following: prediction of offences to money-laundering, an internal legislation on mutual legal assistance, non-conviction based forfeiture, a central confiscation/administration unit, provisions for transfer of proceedings.

Some barriers were pointed out by Pedro Pereira, like the necessity of channels for clear communication to understand systems and coordinate them, especially with multi-jurisdictional cases, recovery of assets happens when there is a final judgment and the money can disappear by then, bank secrecy vs. seizure, difference in jurisdictions, requirements and time of execution of proceedings in requesting country.

In response to a question on how many countries have demanded help from the StAR Initiative so far, the presenters said that 22 nations have requested assistance. Another question was about turning tax evasion into a crime. In Switzerland, at least, there is no law and apparently no legislative will to make it a crime. It was also made clear that the StAR Initiative is not responsible for collecting evidence nor for sentencing anyone. It is responsible for providing technical assistance, training personnel and easing communication between financial centres.

31-Reform mobilization 

Session Coordinator: Charles Sullivan (cure@curenational.org) – Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants (CURE)

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 14.30-15.30, Juriti 

Rapporteur: Luísa Luz de Souza

Speaker: Charles Sullivan, Executive Director, International CURE (Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants)

Number of people in the audience: 10-15

Summary:

CURE (Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants) is a political movement that involves prisoners, former prisoners, their families and any other person interested in defending political reform of the prison system. The main objective is to educate and train these people to be politically engaged, lobby and achieve political changes regarding the rights of prisoners. In other words, the organization works to empower people and make them realize their strength and the possibilities of really modifying reality. The main principles are that prisons should be used only for those who absolutely need to be incarcerated and that all the rehabilitation conditions should be granted to this group. 

Through mobilization, understood as the process of organizing protests and other political acts to persuade decision makers to consider prisoners and their families as citizens, CURE tries to influence the most problematic situations regarding prisoners’ lives. International human rights documents are the basis of all the claims, but the issues are decided considering the practical demands from the families and prisoners. 

The organization functions without any financial support because they believe that’s the only way to remain independent from other interests. There are several chapters around the United States, created by persons that voluntarily became members of CURE and work for the common cause. Each chapter can specialize on a different issue, such as death row, sex offenders, federal prisons, veterans and people sentenced to life imprisonment. There are also chapters working in other countries, especially in Africa. Members are informed of all actions through a newsletter.

The reform mobilization movement has had some defeats, but also many achievements over the last decades, including in the constant fight to stop overcrowding and to offer better health treatments. 

32-Restorative Justice in Prisons: the best tool criminal justice doesn’t use enough

Session Coordinator: Kimmett Edgar (Kimmett.edgar@prisonreformtrust.org.uk) - Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers) and Prison Fellowship International

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 14:30 – 16 – Arara Room

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo

Speakers: Marian Liebmann (chair); Lynette Parker – Prison Fellowship International; Dr. Kimmett Edgar, FWCC.

Number of people in the audience: 32

Summary:

The panel was presented based on two different lines of restorative justice. First, Lynette Parker exposed the Sycamore Tree Project (STP), which brings together victims and offenders of the same crime, with the aim of helping prisoners to understand how the harm they did to their own victims could have reflected on the victim’s life, by understanding the experience of victims. Moreover, it brings the offender`s regret and remorse together with all victim’s questions and rage.

The process consists of several meetings over an eight week period, where all participants get the chance to speak, guided by a trained facilitator. By the end, there are forgiveness and reconciliation, sealed with the decision to do something positive to amend the future, such as making toys for nursery schools, renovating bikes, or even constructing houses for survivors. Victims have the opportunity to close a traumatic chapter of their lives, while offenders understand that even if they will never be able to compensate all damages they caused, there is still time to rebuild their relationship with the community.

The program works on young and adult offenders in institutions, dealing with crimes such as murder, genocide, sexual violations, etc. Results have shown that participant prisoners changed attitudes in ways known to reduce the offending behavior and were less likely to relapse or commit any other sort of crime (see www.pfi.org/cjr/stp).

Next, Kimmet Edgar highlighted the need to respond to racist incidents in prisons and detention institutions. According to him, most prisons around the world shelter multiethnic prisoners and where there is a variety of races, there are differences in treatments. He brought some examples of clear racism, but also stressed that there are many types of racist incidents, some of them blatant, some of them very subtle. Only the victim’s perception would be able to tell whether there is a racist attack.

The attendants questioned the kind of barriers they usually find in the countries where they try to implement the Prison Fellowship Sycamore Tree Project. The panelists pointed out that each country has its own perspective of the incarceration purpose. There are those who consider that prisoners must be punished with a complete exile and ban them from society for a certain period of time. In that case, inclusive programs based on a restorative justice ideal are absolutely incongruous, the Sycamore Tree Project does not fit in. It is not that those countries do not want to avoid reoffenders, they just treat the punishment from a specific perspective. Another reason could be the influence of the media, promoting resistance among the population, creating groundless fears of something they just do not know enough.

Governments should give a chance to this simple project, which does not require more than the community will to reconcile with those who got out of line.

33-Domestic violence: making criminal justice and restorative justice work together for positives outcomes

Session Coordinator: Nicholas McGeorge (n.mcgeorge04@earthlink.net) – Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers)

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 14.30–16.00, Juma

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo

Speakers: 

Nicholas McGeorge, Carolina Dispute Settlement Services, North Carolina, USA

Marian Liebmann, restorative justice consultant, Bristol, UK

Kimmet Edgar, Prison Reform Trust, UK

Number of people in the audience: 36

Summary 

Domestic violence is due mainly to power differences between men and women and to the fact that men sometimes exercise power through violence. This practice should be considered and punished much more seriously. However, many women just do not want to take the perpetrators of violence to court, for reasons that may include feelings of guilt if a sentence is passed against them, shame for going to court, and financial problems if a fine is passed or if the perpetrator goes to prison.

These are some of the reasons why victims are starting to look for restorative justice procedures, which are based on several principles, including: the victim’s agreement, the end of the violence and the perpetrator’s recognition of responsibility. Marian Liebmann also explained how some cases involving restorative justice functioned, focusing on victim-offender mediation, shuttle mediation, family group conferences, restorative conferences, sentencing circles and victim-offender groups. Family participation in the process is important as a way of reducing secrecy and clearing the situation in an open and honest way.

Liebmann commented on research that demonstrate the value of restorative justice. For example, in Finland, of 38 agreements, 90% were fulfilled, while in Jamaica, 171 out of 300 cases were resolved.  In front of that data, it is important to stress that even though not everybody changes, some people do. Anyway, successful restorative justice programs for domestic violence count with safeguards for victims, procedures for checking voluntarism, a multi-agency approach and professional capacitation.

Nicholas McGeorge spoke about mediation processes carried out in North Carolina upon the request of the local criminal court. According to him, it is essential to let both systems work together because punishment itself does not solve the problem, but, on the other hand, restorative justice alone is not effective in some cases either.

The procedure consists on giving both parties a choice to either continue with the formal trial or to suspend it and start mediation. Before starting the restorative justice procedure, a victim assistance coordinator takes under consideration some aspects of the case, having discretion to determine whether a case is acceptable. Both parties keep the right to ask for a criminal case at any time. 

At the end of the program, agreements were made based on the recognition by the perpetrator of the harm caused, on acceptance of responsibility for violent actions and on plans for stopping violent behavior in the future. 

Research has show that in cases where mediation was used, reoffending was less likely to happen. That reflects the need to give victims of domestic violence an option to deal with the situation in a way they feels comfortable.

34 - Cancelled

35 – Cancelled

36-Penal Reform International’s Doing Justice: a Handbook for Law and Policy Makers

Session Coordinator: Mary Murphy (mmurphy@penalreform.org) – Penal Reform International (PRI)

Time and location of the event: 4:30 – 6 p.m., Juma 2, April 16

Rapporteur: Larissa Araripe

Speakers: 

· Mary Murphy – Policy director Penal Reform International (PRI)

· Vika Sergeyeva – Regional Director PRI (Moscow, Beralus, Ulkraine)

· María Eugenia Hofer Denecken – Chile PRI

audience: 32

Summary:

The purpose of the panel was to launch and discuss Penal Reform International’s draft handbook, called “Doing Justice”. The Handbook is intended promote the implementation of best practices and prison reforms around the world.  

The panelists designed a very democratic presentation, sharing the summary with the audience and asking for a fair, openminded and candid discussion on the handbook’s organization and contents. 

In opening discussions, the panelists presented the reasons for drafting the handbook, their goals for the its use and distribution, situations in which it may be needed, an overview of its organization and structure and a list of contents. Afterward, the audience was asked for their thoughts, observations and recommendations on the guide.  They were also encouraged to provide suggestions on best practices related to policy development, and drafting and structuring legislation

As explained by Vika Sergeyeva, many countries in the former Soviet Union desire to reform their systems. However, they find it extremely challenging to initiate change, and even more difficult to implement it properly.  She said that governments often discover serious gaps between legislation and reality, and find that it is very difficult to apply international best practices, while also taking into consideration their own country’s unique needs and specificities.  It is her hope that the handbook will serve to help countries address those types of challenges and ultimately result in the successful implementation of penal reform.

The handbook is divided into 7 sections that include recommendations for a fair and effective approach to criminal justice, strategies for developing law and policy,  and substantive issues for reform.  

The section on strategies for developing law and policy included helpful information on issues, such as how to draft reform proposals, how to incorporate international standards and human rights case law into reform, cost analysis, approval and evaluation. 

The section on substantive issues for reform incorporates topics, such as access to justice, arrest as a last resort, pre-trial measures, the right to fair trial, effective sentencing, death penalty and acting in the best interests of the child. 

After the explanation of the draft, members in the audience from several different countries offered their comments on the handbook.  While many were very supportive of the project, some concerns were raised about the wide range of topics proposed, and the challenge of addressing them with quality to ensure credibility.  In addition, the tremendous need for resources was acknowledged.  Furthermore, it was pointed out that the draft left out topics on crime prevention and ways to enforce police-based actions. As participants shared best practices from their countries, it was suggested that the handbook offer more specific information on successful experiences. The panelists ensured the audience that they were taking notes, and that their work on developing the handbook will continues – the launch was just the beginning of the review process.  

37 - Convention on justice and support for victims of crime and abuse of power

Session Coordinator:  John Dussich (jdussich@cusfresno.edu) – World Society of Victimology

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 14.30-16.00, Juma  

Rapporteur: Luísa Luz de Souza


Speakers (in presentation sequence): 

· John Dussich, Professor, California State University, Fresno/TIVI, Tokiwa University  (Chair)

· Michael O’Connell, Commissioner for Victims' Rights, South Australia

· Marc Groenhuijsen, Professor,  INTERVICT, Tilburg University

· Sam Garkawe, Associate Professor, Southern Cross University

Number of people in the audience: 40-45

Summary 

The meeting was organized by the World Society of Victimology (WSV) with a view to obtaining support from countries, organizations and individuals to their draft Convention on Justice and Support for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power. This preliminary draft could become an international convention, after approval by UN Member States.

The last twenty-five years have proved that the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power (1985) is an inspirational normative approved unanimously by the UN General Assembly.  It is supplemented by two guides, which have been distributed widely.  Twice nation-states have been asked to report on its implementation but the responses in general have been disappointing.

Arguably, the declaration has not been implemented in the necessary manner by most States. Thus, it was a helpful instrument that has advanced the interests of victims of crime.  Other research evidence, however, indicates that the rights of too many victims of crime are still not respected in many countries.  A possible explanation is that the existing declaration does not create binding obligations. On the other hand, the draft Convention is a humble but also an important initiative to formalize victims’ rights, providing a gain for all humanity. 

The Convention should reflect the changes of the last decades. The appropriate alterations suggested by WSV can be summarized as follows:

Reflected in the third article of the draft is the concept of “differential victimology”, which means the need to differentiate between situations and crimes and not identify victims as a homogeneous group (treat them accordingly to these particularities). Another important point relates to the commitment to reduce victimization, expressed in article 4. The Declaration is silent about it, but the draft Convention tries to formulate strategies to avoid victimization from happening or repeating itself. Article 5 ensures access to justice and fair treatment in a manner that the victim can be taken into consideration. To be responsive to the needs of victims, the draft, among other things, has a provision to ensure the right of appeal against decisions of the prosecutor not to prosecute in cases where they were victimized. Additionally, the draft regulates the right to restitution, to information and to apply mediation and restorative justice, giving a treatment to these matters that exceeds the previous Declaration. 

The draft can be improved in certain aspects, especially regarding the given definition of “victim” (article 1) and “abuse of power”, the controversial right to appeal the prosecutor’s decision not to proceed with judicial action, the absence of special provisions concerning police treatment, the need to include any other definition in the first article or remedies in case of violation of victim’s rights. 

Monitoring the Convention is a necessary step to implement the rights of victims. To better comply with this objective, a committee on justice and support for victims of crime and abuse of power can receive reports submitted by the states and created jurisprudence on this matter. The individuals would also be able to present complaints before the Committee.

The final discussion revolved around cases where victims don’t want to press charges against the offender, the need to offer immediate care to the victim to reduce victimization and the need to offer crises response to the community. 

38-Drug Policy and National Criminal Justice Systems: Reducing incarceration. 
Session Coordinator: David Turner (dturner@vngov.gov) - Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs, Vienna Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, International Drug Policy Consortium
Time and Date: 15th April. Juriti Room; 14h30/16h
Rapporteur:: Camila Sombra M. Andrade   
Number of people in the audience: 50 
Speakers:
Moderator:  Michael Platzer – Chair NGO Alliance for Crime Prevention
Mr. Alejandro Corda – NGO Intercambios 
Mr. David Turner –Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs
Mr. Pedro Abramovay – Secretary of the Ministry of Justice
Summary
The problem of illicit drugs must be examined not only from a repressive perspective. Past decades showed that the previous approach, which tended to criminalize the possession of controlled drugs, was not efficient to combat drug consumption, as demonstrated by new markets continuously rising worldwide. It also generated high financial costs to maintain the custodial services, overloaded the criminal system and was clearly inefficient, as there is no proven link between repression and reduction of drug use.
As a result, it is important to focus on the demand side of this relationship as well, which requires the comprehension of the drug issue as a public health problem and no longer a topic reserved to only criminal justice. This approach is supported by the World Health Organization, but has not been recognized by some governments yet. 
The experiences of Brazil, Argentina and Europe in the field of drug policies were specifically analyzed in this session. 
Since 2006, the Brazilian drug legislation has given different treatment to drug users and those who integrate the activities of trafficking. It means that there is no more incarceration penalty for drug users, but just alternative measures, such as warnings, community services and educational programs. Furthermore, the new legislation also differentiates the small drug dealers from those who are part of criminal organizations, giving a reduced reprimand to the small drug dealers. However, some setbacks were also pointed out.  The Brazilian system admits that condemnations up to four years can be replaced by alternative measures. However, this benefit does not apply to drug-related crimes, even if up to 70% of those who are in prison for these kinds of offences have never committed other crimes, are not connected to large organizations nor were with guns at the moment of the crime. 
Argentina is not very different. Most of the inmates condemned for drug-related offences were low-level dealers, courier “mules” for importation-exportation or even users considered as drug traffickers. Moreover, incarceration rates are particularly high among women and foreigners, who normally had never committed other offences.  In other words, it is an issue that usually touches the most helpless segments of the population, who are in a multiple interacting vulnerable situations, and facing chronic problems such as poverty and unemployment. These are the issues that should be addressed by drug policy.
Finally, in the case of Europe, countries like Portugal, Italy and Mexico do not have possession of controlled drugs as a criminal offence. Moreover, in most of the countries treatment alternatives to imprisonment are available (with the distinction that in some this treatment is compulsory, while in others it is necessary for consent of the offender). 
As a final point, it was highlighted that after-care and re-integration measures are essential in order to address the issue of drug-related crimes and the reduction of incarceration.  

39-What are the practical approaches to prevent crime in children and adolescents in Cali, Colombia?
Session Coordinator: Dr. Lenis Gustavo Ampudia Asprilla (gampudias@hotmial.com), and Dr. Nilson Poveda Buitrag (povedanilson@yahoo.com) - ICCDP Instituto Colombiano de Criminología y Derecho Penal y La Universidad Libre de Cali
Time and location of event: April 17, 1000-1130,  Juma
Speakers: 
1. Panelist moderator Doctor NILSON POVEDA BUITRAGO, Coordinator of the project and member of the foundation ICCDP
 2. Doctor LENIS GUSTAVO AMPUDIA ASPRILLA, President ICCDP, teacher Universidad Libre Seccional Cali,.
3. Student MARIA FERNANDA CARABALI  BALANTA, member of the foundation ICCDP, Libre sectional University Cali
4. Student LUZ NELLY PRIETO JIMENEZ, member of the foundation ICCDP, Libre sectional University Cali, Summary: 
The issue of practical approaches to prevent crime in children and adolescents in the city of Cali, Colombia, is approached, trying to answer serious questions raised within a field research, coupled with official information that includes the period January 2007 to March 2010. In this we know that a suitable mechanism can be used for crime prevention, and first, we must be able to identify the current phenomena of crime in children and adolescents. Reaching qualify and quantify the levels of crime officers to know if there are actions in municipal, departmental and national trend by working to prevent crime, whether there were plans and initiatives, public policy, prevention of urban violence in that part of population . Facing an analysis that enable him, if the public policy of the capital of Valle del Cauca, are promoted rules and regulations of the United Nations in the prevention of urban crime in children and adolescents. 
Likewise, listening to special institutions and government entities, if any training for managers and working groups to deal effectively with crime prevention, evaluating the current strategies to determine whether the instruments used for the prevention of crime, are successful or unsuccessful, by the presence of decreased or increased crime. 
And finally, determine whether or not we know whether the instruments or mechanisms used in the city of Cali for crime prevention in children and adolescents, are innovative, and if they are providing an effective response to the problem, or the result of suggestions have emerged this research.


40-Informal consultation regarding the necessity of a new convention for detainees

Session Coordinator: Michael Platzer (michaelplatzer@yahoo.com) 
Time and place of session:  April 13, 1430-1600, Kariri

41-HIV and Criminal Justice: Getting it Right

Session Coordinator: Dr. Fabienne Hariga (Fabienne.hariga@unodc.org) – UNODC and UNAIDS

Time: 12:00h until 14:00h – 17.04.2010, April 17

Rapporteurs: Tatiana Teubner Guasti and Vanessa Fagundes Peralva 

Attendance: Around 30 people

Speakers: 

Chair: Sandra Valle Officer in Charge of the Justice Section UNODC.

Facilitator:  Fabienne Hariga/ UNODC HIV Section

Martin Vazquez Acuña/ Judge Argentina, Edgar Carrasco/ UNAIDS Secretariat, Venezuela, Manfred Nowak/ Prof. University of Vienna, Ludwig Bolzmann Institute on Human Rights, and UN Special Rapporteur on Torture,  Daniela Gontijo/ Adviser Ministry of Health – National Program for Health in Prisons, Brazil

Summary:

Fabienne Hariga started talking about the importance of protective law, law against sexual violence, no discrimination against drug users, sexual workers, and other examples.  The criminalization of HIV transmission policy can represent an obstacle to HIV prevention, because people infected will hide the disease and have no access to means of prevention or to treatment. 

Martin Acuña pointed out that the right of health is only possible when people have access and the means to achieve this right.  In his point of view, drug users are a serious danger for HIV transmission. The majority of countries classified drug users as “delinquent”, which cause them to hide themselves, to avoid prevention or treatment, and results in a greater social inequality. It is important to note that the criminal justice system should be adequate with the principle of legality and be used only when there are no other societal possibilities. Judges’ decisions provide an important link to ensure that the country’s law be adjudicated in accordance with its constitution and all international agreements. The criminal justice system needs to be adequate so it can provide this right of health for the society.

Edgar Carrasco explained the reasons for not penalizing the transmission of HIV and the lack of information among youth. He also believes that the discrimination contributes to their desire to hide the disease, and this makes more difficult the prevention and treatment of HIV. The ones that transmitted the disease on purpose, with intent, should be penalized. Some projects typify and penalize the imprudence of the perpetrator. Those would be doing a “delito contra la persona – offences against the person”.  There are three forms of transmission for HIV: mother to child, sexual relations, and paraphernalia for injecting drugs. The discrimination of the homosexuals is something that should change too. Because of the homophobia, some homosexuals do not look for information on how to prevent HIV, treatment, etc.  What should be done is an application of human rights in these politics, and an access for the society in the field of HIV prevention, tests, and treatment

Manfred Nowak exposed the serious problem of HIV in prisons. Many of the prisoners were infected while there, and just a few have access to treatment and prevention. Some of them got HIV through sexual activities - consensual sex, or not.. The discrimination of the homosexuals is something that should change too. Because of the homophobia, some homosexuals do not look for information on how to prevent HIV, treatment, etc.  What should be done is an application of human rights in these politics, and an access for the society in the field of HIV prevention, tests, and treatment

Daniela Gontijo talked about health care in the Brazilian penitentiary system. The incarcerated population overcrowds the confining conditions, creating poor health care, poor personal hygiene, thus increasing the vulnerability context. Brazilian policy tries to combat these problems through redesigning health care standards, offering access to prevention materials, offering HIV testing, detection and treatment of HIV and STDs, and distribution of harm reduction kits as requested. The STD and HIV treatments could be available for 100% of people diagnosed with the disease.  

42 - The impact of the Internet on trafficking in persons
Session Coordinator: Narue Shiki (Narue.shiki@unodc.org) and Alexia Taveau (Alexia.taveau@unodc.org)
Time and location of the event: 17 April, 14.00-16.00, Juriti
Rapporteurs: Tatiana Teubner Guasti and Giovanna Maria Sgaria de Morais
Name and organization of speakers: 
Narue Paulilo Shiki (Officer-in-Charge. UN.GIFT)
Athanassia Sykiotou (Assistant Professor in Criminal Sciences in the Faculty of Democritus University of Thrace)
Cpl. Nilu Singh (Human Trafficking National Coordination Center, RCMP HQ, Ottawa, Canada)
Priscila Costa Shreiner (Prosecutor- General, Prosecutor Office, State of São Paulo, Brazil).
Thiago Tavares Nunes de Oliveira (President of Safernet Brasil)
Alexia Taveau (Associate Crime Prevention Expert, UNODC)
Number of people in the audience: around 45
Summary
Ms. Narue Shiki started by talking about the United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT), explaining that it mobilizes State and non-State actors to eradicate human trafficking by reducing both the vulnerability of potential victims and the demand for exploitation in all its forms; ensuring adequate protection and support to those who do fall victim and supporting the efficient prosecution of the criminals involved, while respecting the fundamental human rights of all persons. She presented the objective of the research which is to identify the most common circumstances in which the Internet is used in the trafficking in persons process and more specifically: i) the use of the Internet for recruitment purposes and the means used; ii) the use of the Internet to attract clients for advertising and communication purposes; and iii) the use of the Internet to detect, report and investigate such crimes. The purpose of the discussion was also to identify the actions needed by relevant sectors to help prevent and combat human trafficking.
Ms. Athanassia Sykiotou, from Greece, explained why the Internet, as well as other technologies, has become a new means of recruitment of victims for many forms of crime. Traffickers are using these new technologies to recruit victims, exploit them, advertise victims’ services, attract clients and communicate. She also outlined the three components in trafficking in persons, which are: use of specific means, specific action and the purpose of exploitation. So far, different forms of trafficking in human beings have been documented, including sexual exploitation, child pornography, forced or bonded labour, domestic slavery/servitude, mail order brides, trafficking for the purpose of the removal of organs, tissues and cells, etc. 
It is important to also note that the Internet plays an important part in the fight against human trafficking, because it can detect criminals, be used to report the crime, assist intelligence-led investigations, prosecute, disrupt criminal activities and facilitate international cooperation. The objective in fighting human trafficking is not only to gather evidence and bring suspects to justice, but also to end the exploitation, to protect and support victims and witnesses, confiscate the financial profits of the crime and to prevent re-occurrence. The speaker also talked about the importance of the creating of a global database. 
Cpl. Singh, representative from Canada, talked about the creation of the Human Trafficking National Coordination Centre in 2005. The Centre is a focal point for law enforcement and aims to develop tools, guidelines, and protocols; to coordinate national awareness and anti-trafficking initiatives; to identify and maintain lines of communication; to develop and maintain international partnerships and to coordinate intelligence. The Canadian Human Trafficking National Threat Assessment shows that most of the victims of human trafficking for sexual exploitation were recruited through the Internet, by an acquaintance or the trafficker. The Internet has also been used to advertise victims on the Internet for sexual exploitation purposes.
Ms. Schreiner spoke about the most common forms of trafficking in persons in Brazil, which are: labour trafficking, sexual trafficking and trafficking involving child pornography. The speaker also spoke of some legal and practical aspects of trafficking in persons process, such as: consent of the victim being irrelevant and in the cases when there is consent by victims to travel to work as sex workers, they are deceived by the middlemen and then trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation; the importance of cooperation between law enforcement authorities and victims/witnesses, so that they can contribute to providing evidence and testifying in Court. 
Mr. Thiago Tavares Nunes de Oliveira said that Brazil is one of the countries with the largest number of Internet users, both for legitimate and criminal purposes. He spoke of the non-governmental organization Safernet and the tools used such as the recently launched “anjos na rede”(for people to identify and report misuse of the Internet) to fight child pornography, discrimination, genocide and human trafficking. 
An interesting piece of information is that Brazil is a country that receives all kinds of pornographic material, even though most of the servers used to disseminate it are located in other countries, including the United States, India and Panama. When the server is in Brazil, offensive websites can be taken offline in a couple of hours, but if the server is in a foreign country, that is not possible, which is why cooperation between these countries is crucial. It was underscored that the fact that those sites are in a foreign country does not mean that the perpetrator is not a Brazilian national. Because of these difficulties, Brazil has concluded agreements with private companies (like Google) and law enforcement authorities. Mr. Oliveira also elaborated on the linkages to the misuse of the Internet, child pornography and human trafficking.
Ms. Alexia Taveau said that it is important to note that the Internet is not only used for the above-mentioned purposes but also to attract clients. In her opinion, it is essential to develop harmonized legislation on the subject, to carry out more research on the area, to understand better the kinds of people who become victims and to strengthen cooperation with international providers to guarantee a better use of the Internet to prevent and combat human trafficking.

43 – Challenges to policing, justice and corrections in peacekeeping operations in the 21st century
Session Coordinator: Richard Kuuire (kuuire@un.org) – UN Department for Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), UNODC
Time and Date of Session: April 17, 1430-1600, Juma
Speakers: Andrew Carter, Robert Pulver, Richard Kuuire
Summary:
The meeting addressed the challenges faced by the three rule of law institutions in post-conflcit countries and how DPKO peacekeeping missions are attenpting to address these challenges and their collaboration with national authorties in the relevant areas.

44-Legal Aid and the draft of UN Guidelines

Session Coordinator: Paula Miraglia (Paula@ilanud.org.br) – ILANUD Brazil
Time and place of session:  April 17, 1430-1600, Cocal
Speakers: 

· Aline Yamamoto ILANUD Brazil (moderator/chair)

· Claudia Baroni – UNODC - Kerstin McCourt - Open Society Justice Initiative

· Pedro Abrarnovay – Secretaria de Assuntos Legislativos, Ministry of Justice, Brazil

· Kersty McCourt - Open Society Justice Initiative

Summary:
The purpose of this ancillary meeting was to discuss the draft of the UN Guidelines on access to Justice. Claudia Baroni from UNODC started introducing the draft UN guidelines on Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems based on Resolution 2007/24, adopted by the Economic and Social Council. She explained the key points brought by the draft document which was a result of the deliberations of the experts meeting that took place in Viena, on October 2009. The document gathers instruments to guarantee access to justice and points out principles and guidelines that should be observed by states. 

The draft is structured in 3 main parts. The first one is related to the definition of terms that are used throughout the document. The second part contains a set of general principles that countries should keep in mind if wish to establish a system of legal aid or wish to strengthen the existing one.

The final part contains the guidelines consistent of practical measures that states should consider if they want to make sure that the principles can be implemented in practice. 

The speaker pointed out that in order to become an international document the draft needs a political endorsement, so there will be an intergovernmental expert meeting by the end of the year which will go through it. And finally, at the end of this process, it will be presented to the commission of crime prevention and criminal justice, in Viena, which will hopefully give the final approval, to be recognized as an international document.

Pedro Abramovay talked about access to justice as an instrument to guarantee public security and the Rule of Law. However, he highlighted that the possibility to delegate the obligation to guarantee access to justice, such as in paralegal assistance, weakens action by the State.

The guarantee of the right of defense combines protection of human rights and State’s public security. 

He also talked about overcrowding of detention facilities, saying that pretrial detainees have access to justice made even more difficult. 

According to him, the NGOs play an essential part on the prevention of conflicts, preventing them to get to the Judiciary. He pointed out that Civil Society has indeed a very important role, but it has to be clear that access to justice must be State’s responsibility.

After this initial talk, a debate started with the contribution of the participants. The matter of paralegal assistance and public defense provided by the state was the central point of the debate.

The participants from Brazil and Argentina pointed out the importance of a public, independent and efficient defense, provided by the State and criticized the structure of the document, which for them equally considered public legal services, NGOs’ legal services and paralegal services in the same level of importance. 

The participants from Africa and the United States highlighted the important role the paralegal services have to guarantee access to justice, in a system where the access to justice is more difficult due to the lack of lawyers. They pointed out that the work done by paralegals is different from the work of attorneys. Specifically in Africa, participants made references to the lack of resource for the Justice System, and the need of training programs for paralegals and the supervision of their work so that they can contribute to providing access to justice to the ones that cannot afford to pay for it.

The cultural differences were highlighted by the participants as an important subject that needs to be taken into consideration on the guidelines.

One participant from India addressed the need to specify that that legal assistance should be described as competent legal assistance in the draft document, due to the fact that sometimes to foresee legal aid does not mean the service will be rendered with quality.

Other topics were the need of a holistic approach to the criminal justice system regarding the draft of the guidelines and the need to involve NGOs and civil society in general in the process of building and strengthening the Justice System.

The restorative justice and its cultural dimensions was a point raised by one of the participants, followed by the importance of a gender-based perspective, considering women’s differences and needs when it comes to the Criminal Justice System.

It was also said that education about rights it’s a crucial instrument that not only paralegals can provide but also that the Governments should be obliged to implement it in school education.

Finally, Kersty McCourt from OSI, spoke about the aim of the document which is to look at legal assistance holistically. She stressed that the draft dedicates one entire section to the establishment of a National Legal Aid system which calls on the government to take legal aid responsibility for the provision of legal assistance; this involves the role of lawyers and also the role of paralegals. To conclude, the speaker said that the dialogue will continue and the draft document needs to be agreed on by the governments in the intergovernmental meeting later this year. Than, the document will be taken forward to the UN Crime Commission.

45-Protecting cultural property: the state of the art

Session Coordinator: Elini Papageorgiou Sala (Cnpds.ispac@cnpds.it) - International Scientific and Professional Council of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme (ISPAC)

Time and place: 16 April, 4.30-6 p.m., Cocal

Rapporteur: Isabela Moreno Alves

Speakers:

· Duncan Chappell, University of Sydney

· Simon Mackenzie, Ministry of justice, Italy

· Luigi Cortellessa, Department for the protection of Cultural Heritage, Italy

· Neil Brodie, Stanford University

· Stefano Manacorda, University of Naples

Audience: 30

Summary:

There really is much to study and discover about crime in the arts market, including with regard to the connection between the countries of origin, transit and destination, where they are sold. It is very difficult to know from where stolen art comes from, in part because of gaps in legislation, difficulties in applying the law (because purchasers are mostly rich countries) and the fact that the market is not well regulated.

An example of a country that has suffered from the theft of cultural property is Cambodia, where art has been taken from temple walls and the heads of statues have been removed to be sold in other countries. In Afghanistan, lots of manuscripts were taken away. On the other hand, the United States has bought lots of illicit cultural property. And Italy is the most important source and destination country for illicitly acquired cultural property. 


Tireless efforts are being made to stop this illegal market, but criminal groups have been active in this market for decades. In Italy, the Carabinieri (law enforcement branch) recovers cultural goods and is one of the most respected institutions in the area. They have an overview of the commerce, check catalogues and protect existing works. From 1970 to 2009 they have recovered an enormous number of stolen artifacts.

The lack of international law and means for identifying the legitimate ownership of the cultural property make it easier for thieves to keep going with no fear. Since museums, for example, are not obliged to collect information on the origin of cultural property, it makes it even harder to find out numbers, reasons and dealers. Archeologists are not able to help much either because, first of all, they are not criminologists and so don’t have the know-how to intervene, and, secondly, they don’t have sufficient professional incentives. 

There are recommendations for preventing the loss, for example, keeping a registry of transitions and establishing networks between importers and exporters.

The Palermo convention of 2000 (United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime) should also apply to the transnational trafficking in art and antiquities. International cooperation could help prevent this crime, targeting attention to judicial cooperation, money-laundering and the liability of legal entities, as well confiscation and harmonization of criminal offences in this specific area.

Special attention should be paid to places hit by widespread and continuing looting of cultural objects, in particular from conflict zones, and the sale of cultural objects of dubious provenance in places of high demand in the richer nations of the world.

The steps to increase attention to protect cultural property can be to raise awareness about the intellectual property of the population, to criminalize the theft of cultural property with international, effective legislation, and to punishment purchasers more severely.  The international community should undertake large-scale initiatives, not only to more effectively prevent crimes involving art and antiquities, but also to promote sensitivity worldwide with regard to the local artistic and archaeological heritage in which the culture of peoples and nations find their most significant expression.

46-The project of restorative juvenile justice in Maranhao (County of São José de Ribamar): the community for the prevention of crime

Session Coordinator: Anselmo Albuquerque de Lima (anselmo.delima@tdh.ch) - The Foundation Terre des homes Lausanne Foundation in Brazil

Time and location of the event: 13 April, 2.30-4 p.m., Cocal room 

Your name: Lissa Maria Sobral Varjão and Luísa Luz de Souza

Speakers: 

· Anselmo Albuquerque de Lima, Terre des Hommes Foundation in Brazil

· Teresa Cristina de Carvalho Pereira Mendes, Court Judge of Jurisdiction of Infancy and Youth of São Jose de Ribamar

· Luis Fernando Silva, Mayor of Sao José de Ribamar County, Maranhao, Brazil

· Antônio Renato Gonçalves Pedrosa, lawyer of Terre des Hommes Foundation in Lausanne 

· Carlos Henrique Brasil Teles de Menezes, Ministério Público of Sao José de Ribamar

· Marcelo Vieira de Campos (Ministery of Justice of the Federal Government)

Number of people in the audience: about 40 people. 

Summary

The presentations concerned an unusual restorative juvenile justice project called Restauração (“restoration” in Portuguese), taking place in Sao José de Ribamar, a city located in the northern region of Maranhao. Sao José de Ribamar is part of the São Luis Island and faces constant immigration from the countryside, leading to a large concentration of people for whom there were no proper public policies in areas like education, work and health. 

Since 2005, several projects and programmes have been implemented to achieve social inclusion, not only for children and teenagers, but also for families in general. The Restauração project in Sao José de Ribamar has two aims: crime prevention and re-socialization of young people in conflict with the law, according to the mayor of the city, Mr. Silva. 

The experience with restorative juvenile justice in this county was based on the profile of teenage transgressors, as studied by judge Mendes. These teenagers were mostly 16-year-old boys with little formal education who identified themselves as “morenos”. Fifty per cent live with their parents. 

The project is considered a new model of justice for the twenty-first century and involves victims, transgressors and the community to discuss and repair the damages between both sides. It is a collective initiative, where the community has the most important role in the decision-making process. Another important element is that the project takes in consideration the ideas and opinions of young people. This was emphasized by Mr. Pedrosa, lawyer with the Terre des Hommes Foundation, who also explained that restorative juvenile justice works through a model called “restorative circles”, which has already been implemented in Sao José de Ribamar, concerning conflicts with young people that infringe laws. There are many actors in the process of implementing restorative justice in this community, including the executive branch, the judiciary, the Ministério Público and the Terre des Hommes Foundation. Through their effort, it was possible to educate the community on the principles of restorative justice and train people to facilitate the discussions in the restorative circles. The Ministry of Justice provides financial support to the programme and was played a key role in bringing this initiative to Brazil.

Mr. Menezes reminded participants that the role of the State is not only to punish, but mostly to help transgressors reintegrate into society. It was also noted that the law isn't made just by the State but also by the population and this understanding is key to making this project successful.

Those attending asked about the training of professionals and the so-called “case of the emasculated boys”, a recent event in Maranhao regarding the torture and death of young boys in the hands of a serial killer. The speakers talked about training professionals based on the principle of non-violent communication and explained that the case of the emasculated boys isn’t one where teenagers are the transgressors, but the victims. 

47-Crime Prevention in Urban Areas and the Role of Universities in Crime Prevention Programs

Session Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Klaus Eichner (eichner@uni-hamburg.de) - University of Hamburg, Germany & Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil

Time and location of the event: Saturday, April 17th, 16hr30 – 18hr00; Cocal Room

Rapporteur: Bruno Stolze Lyrio

Name and organization of speakers: 

· Dr. Roberto Wanderley de Miranda – Faculdade dos Guararapes, Recife, Brasil

· Claudia Schneider – Junge VHS Hamburg

· Simona Haacker – University of Hamburg

· Liliana Caicedo-Schwarztbach – University of Hamburg

· Wiebke Bruns – University of Hamburg

· Deliah Knarr – Faculdade dos Guararapes, Recife, Brasil

Number of people in the audience: about 30

Summary:

The workshop introduced several programs on urban crime prevention in Brazil and Germany, presented on an intercultural level. Roberto Wanderley said that in the past Universities used to have a distant and prejudiced attitude about security (seguridad ciudadana); there was no research about the subject and there were no inter-disciplinary studies about the theme. Now, the university plays an essential role in security activity. This function includes analyzes of causes and effects, studies about security institutions, and provides propositions and support of strategies and answers. Part of this development is because of the growing of urban areas and the creation of research centers focused on the security problem.

The first program presented, “Coaching Program for Pupils,” was carried out by C. Schneider under the University of Hamburg.  It focuses on the organization of education events for youth in Hamburg. The main goal is to develop and to offer educational and professional activities for youth from different parts of the city and also to start/participate on multi-institutional projects. Its focus is on the prevention of violence, citizen education, intercultural studies and the competence of the media in this process. The project had seven modules: self-perception and perception by the professor (“coach”); professional orientation; key competences in the personal and professional life; realization of training with the help of the “coaching”; reflection about the training in the group; compatibility of family and profession; and intercultural learning. The project could make students feel more confident and prepared to apply for jobs.

The second program, “Youth Social Training,“ was carried out by Simona Haacker and focused on violence prevention at school. The program targets adolescents between 13 and 16 years old with aggressive, antisocial, or violent behavior at school. The presumption is that potential violent behavior can be prevented by strengthening the adolescents´ social competence and be achieved by participating in the training. In doing so, the mean program aim is to strengthen the teenagers’ social competence of self-perception, perception of others, empathy and perspective-taking, communication skills and problem-solving strategies. This program emphasizes advantages of non-violent behavior, reacting directly to inadequate behavior according to clear initially formulated rules. Still, trainers appreciate and praise proper behavior in order to reinforce it.

Thirdly, the “Sport and Violence Prevention in an Intercultural Urban Area” program carried out by Liliana Schwarzbach at the University of Hamburg. The project targets children and youth from dangerous areas and street children and youth. New culture, lack of communication and the isolation of this group are the most difficult for the project. The project emphasizes the importance of culture and sports on crime prevention and presents alternatives in national, international and intercultural context.

 The fourth, “Crime Prevention through Primary Health Care,” was carried out by Wiebke Bruns in cooperation with the University of Hamburg and the Federal University of Pernambuco. The program has studied the primary health care in Brazil, “Family Health Program,” and the importance of community health workers. Community health workers are from the neighborhoods and play an important role in crime prevention procedure. It helps to connect and strengthen the health worker and the community bond. It also helps to provide better information about health promotion and to provide social inclusion to decrease the gap between the rich and poor existent in Brazil. The project concluded that Primary Health Care permits disadvantaged families to reduce risk factors and to build protective factors that might mitigate those risks; social inclusion and integration into the communities and neighborhoods; and the provision of primary health care as a long-term crime prevention strategy.

Finally, Deliah Knarr presented her case study of Community Policing of a small city in Santa Cruz do Capibaribe, Pernambuco/Brazil. The study was focused on the implementation and impact of Community Policing on crime prevention and the relation between the police and the community. Community Policing is orientated at the principles of Human Rights and focuses on problems and needs of the community’s safety. They try to reduce crime by fostering trust and collaboration between police officers and citizens. There are five key elements of Community Policing: Partnership building with the community and with private and public institutions; Problem solving through the analysis of collected crime information; Mobilization of the community and supportive organizational change. The project revealed that it is better to create a sense of community, to focus on problems and try to solve small problems before they become a conflict can help to prevent crime.

All of these programs have one thing in common; they show the new role of the University. The reality shows that the University needs to be an adviser of society. Police officers and people who work with the security issue must be connected with the University.

48-A Cybercrime Treaty
Session Coordinator: Stein Schjolberg (steins@mosstingrett.no) – Moss tingrett Court
Time and location:  13 April, Kariri room
Rapporteurs: Giovanna Maria Sgaria de Morais and Carlos Cerqueira Junior
Speaker: Stein Schjolberg 
Number of the people at the session: 51
Summary
Cyberspace, as the fifth common space – after land, sea, air and outer space, is in great need for coordination, cooperation and legal measures among all nations. Deterrence against cyberthreats may best be achieved through a global United Nations framework. A Cyberspace Treaty, including cybersecurity and cybercrime, should be the framework for peace and security in Cyberspace.
The fast growth of cyberspace has implied the opening of new opportunities for criminals to perpetrate crime. Cyberthreats are global problems and they need a global harmonization involving all stakeholders. 
International law is necessary to make the global community able to deter the urgent and increasing cyberthreats. In order to reach for a common understanding of cybersecurity and cybercrime among countries at all stages of development, a United Nations Cyberspace Treaty should be established that includes solutions aimed at addressing the global challenges. Serious crimes against peace and security in cyberspace should be established as crimes under international law, whether or not they were punishable under national law.
The Council of Europe has in 2001 established a regional convention on cybercrime, which could be used as a guideline or reference for a new treaty or protocol on the global level. But this convention is based on criminal conducts in the 1990s, and do not necessary be suitable for the 2010s. And some countries do not accept all principles in the convention, and must be respected for their opinions. The new criminal conducts should be covered in a Cyberspace Treaty. The reports and recommendations of the High-Level Experts Group (HLEG) in 2008, may be thus be used as a guideline or as a reference. 

49 - Gender and Crime Policy

Session Coordinator: Heidi Cemeka (hcemeka@gmail.com) – Brazil Catholic Prison Pastoral

Time and location of the session:17th of April, 16:30-18:00, Juma room 

Rapporteur: Lissa Maria Sobral Varjão 

Speakers: 

· Heidi Ann Cerneka (National  Catholic Prison ministry of Brazil; Institute for Land, Work and Citizenship – ITTC; Working and study group on women in prison)

· Luciana Zaffalon (Coordinator of the Institute for the Defense of the right of defense – IDDD; Working and study group on women in prison).

Number of people in the audience: about 30 people. 

Summary:

The presentation explained about women and crime, especially, imprisonment of women. In recent years, there has been a surge in groups researching the conditions of women in prison, but it is harder to find information on women and crime. 

Some researches, for example, showed that more than 50% of women are in prison for drug trafficking and that 95% of women in prison had suffered physical or sexual abuse at some point in their lives (as children, as adults in relationships, or at the hands of the police). Another important study in Brazil showed that 1/3 of women enter into crime either to pay for their own drug use or in order to support their families.

In the year 2000 in Brazil, there were almost 10,000 women in prison, and in 2009 this had increased to more than 30,000.  During the presentation, Heidi Cerneka spoke about the reality in other countries, for example, in Argentina, 40% of women in prison are foreign, and 80% are first time offenders; and in the United Kingdom, 80% of women in prison suffer diagnosable mental health problems.

Some very important data was stressed in the presentation, such as women in prison are 5 times more likely to have mental health problems than women in the general population and one in three female offenders in US state prisons is incarcerated for a violent offense usually against someone they know (suggesting that it was against someone who had already victimized her at some point).         

The presentation raised two trends identified by Karen Heimer which explain the reasons most women commit a crime and end up in prison: the first is dramatic changes in the composition of the family (with many more families that have women as the main income, and often raising children alone), and the second is the increasing inequality or dispersion in income among women and men. Heimer also pointed out that women’s deteriorating economic conditions are linked to an increase in women’s participation in property crimes. 

There is a lot of discrimination between women and men in prison, for example, women often cannot receive conjugal visit while men can. Women do not have the same access to sports and leisure activities while men do. Helping women in prison is closely tied to eliminating societal discrimination which considers women inferior to men.

After the short presentation the speakers opened a debate where some interesting points of view and suggestions were made. Someone suggested, and this was much discussed, that women should not be separated from their children, in other words women should have the possibility to serve their sentence in community with their children.

The statistical data was also discussed- while data about mental illness in women in prison, and the percentage of women who have suffered violence or abuse in their lives is much higher in prison, the majority of the studies that show this do not have much analysis- to study and explain why this might be true, and what it means.  Thus, one could make erroneous deductions from the statistics.  

A big issue today is “medicalization”- where psychiatric medications are often a quick “remedy” to other problems in a person’s life, specifically women, and this was discussed in relation to women using medications before prison, as well as women who resort to medication to deal with prison.  

The workshop also discussed the reality of women who commit crimes because they like power, because they like to transgress, because they like money- and it was generally recognized that clearly this population also exists, but it is a minority in virtually every prison experienced by the participants in the group.  

Drugs were definitely an important issue in the discussion- because so many women were in prison for drug use- and the fact that prison is not an appropriate or effective response to this.  It was recognized that not only do prison policies need to be evaluated and changed, but public attitudes and opinions also need to be addressed in order to effectively deal with women and drugs.  

50-Children in Custody

Session Coordinator: Frances Crook (Frances.crook@howardleague.org) – Howard League for Penal Reform

Time and location of the event:14 April, 10-11.30 a.m., Kariri 

Rapporteurs: Raquel Lima and Luísa Luz de Souza

Speakers: 

· Frances Crook, Director, Howard League for Penal Reform

· Sue Wade, Chair, Howard League for Penal Reform

· Virginia Murillo Herrera, President, DCI Costa Rica

· Marian Liebmann, Quakers

· Bernardine Dohrn, Northwestern University, United States

Number of people in the audience: about 30 people 

Summary

The session addressed the alarming situation surrounding the rate and conditions of the incarceration of children around the world. For instance, in England and Wales, children are jailed more than any country in Western Europe, and the minimum age of criminal responsibility is only 10 years old. However, public opinion and the media keep cultivating an environment that increases the criminalization of young people and allows repressive policies to be the norm. 

Stressing the global nature of the issue, participants highlighted a recent report from DCI that indicates that the Central American region has also been experiencing more repressive legislation, pressure to reduce the minimum age of criminal responsibility and a drive to increase the length of detention. All this measures are related to the growth in the criminalization of youth and the consequent adoption of curfews. 

It was suggested that the fight against the detention of children gains importance when there is analysis of its negative consequences. In one example, it was discussed that children in the United States that have been detained, even for a small period of time, had their sentences influenced by the fact that they had previously been in jail. Negative consequences of their detention include: interruption of their education, reduced chances of finding a job, housing challenges, and it can even affect their right to vote. In addition, it has been found that US children that have been in jail have a higher chance of being rearrested and are less likely to have stable families. 

In discussing alternatives to detention of children, restorative justice was mentioned as an important initiative in responding to crimes committed by children. Restorative justice is a strategy that engages the offender to make things right for the victims of their crime. Due to recent success of such programs, it was suggested that the restorative justice may not only be used as an additional or optional instrument, but as the main system of juvenile justice. 

One successful example of a restorative justice model was provided from the United Kingdom, where restorative justice processes are operating at the police stage for low level offenses, at the prison (which doesn’t mean that incarcerating youth has a positive side) and at the children’s home. The results have been positive for both sides, the children and the victims. 

Other initiatives presented to diminish child incarceration included: alternative penalties, closing penal institutions and avoiding long periods of detention. In one example, it was suggested such issues could be facilitated by demanding that the children are constantly heard by a judge. 

At the end, the audience posed questions regarding the increase of incarceration of young people resulting from the use of drugs, the special situation of young girls in jail and the issues of children that are detained with their mothers. There was also emphasis on the importance of involving the parents in the process of responding to the offenses committed by a child, even in situations where the family is unstable and has some responsibility in the conflict of the child with the law.

51-Inspection of places of detention

Session Coordinator: Frances Crook (Frances.crook@howaredleague.org) – Howard League for Penal Reform

Time and location of the event: 14 April, 14.30–16.00, Arara 

Rapporteur: Bruno Stolze Lyrio

Speakers: 

· Chair/Mediator: Sue Wade, Howard League for Penal Reform

· Frances Crook, Howard League for Penal Reform

· Rob Allen, International Centre for Prison Studies, King College London

Number of people in the audience: 19

Summary:

The Workshop started with a brief introduction about the inspection of places of detention and a short overview of a Colombian case. After the introduction, Rob Allen started addressing the importance of the implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. Today, 50 States are party to the Protocol, but it is necessary to increase this number for the Protocol to be effective.

It is essential to adhere to minimum standards in prison with regard to space, hygiene etc., and to prevent torture. Each State party shall take legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction. They must ensure that education and information regarding the prohibition against torture are fully included in the training of all government bodies and in civil society. 

Governments and civil society need to know how useful it is to open up spaces and opportunities for consultation in which Government departments, other stakeholders, and domestic and international NGOs all take part. More specifically, special attention must be paid to improving the quality of conditions and the honesty of prison officers. 

Prisoners must be classified and registered. Society needs to have more information about the prision system and this will only be possible by carrying out more research on the subject. In addition, partnerships between various stakeholders must be strengthened and there must be greater engagement with ordinary people. In carrying inspections, good as well as bad practices must be identified.

Frances Crook talked about principles regarding the inspection of places of detention. There are 17  required principles that can be viewed at www.howardleague.org. The first one is that inspections need to be based on the idea of protection. In reality, however, places of detention are inherently dangerous.

It is necessary to use all available sources of information. Groups and individual prisoners should be consulted and all inspections should be detailed, critical and independent.
It is also important to visit all places of detention, including places of transport. It is known that poor conditions of places of transport contribute to violence and suicides. And is necessary to follow up areas and to be persistent to inspect all of them, even if access is denied at first. The result of the inspection must be published in a report so then public opinion can know the facts and interact with the system. The final document needs to be mad available to the government, for informational and policymaking purposes.

Inspections require an action plan and thematic reviews to back up systemic problems there is bullying prisoner or prisoner violence; inspection should be supported by independent local monitoring and be linked with NGOs, families and with good international practice. “We can all learn from, plus support, each other.

Participants from Kenya, Argentina, Brazil, Japan, Namibia and South Africa, among others, shared their own experiences concerning the inspection of places of detention. Concern was expressed about places of detention that are not prisons, the problem of pretrial detention, the independence of monitoring and the financial support needed to carry out inspections.

52-Victims’ rights: principles and realities

Session Coordinator: Yael Danieli (yaeld@aol.com) - International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies, International Organization for Victims Assistance, World Society of Victimology, Intervict, Asia Crime Prevention Foundation

Time and location of the event: 14 April, 12-1.30 p.m., Arara

Rapporteurs: Giovanna Maria Sgaria de Morais and Tatiana Teubner Guasti

Speakers:

· Yael Danieli, NGO Alliance for Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies

· Rodrigo Jiménez Sandoval, Latin America and the Caribbean

· Irene Melup, Asia Crime Prevention Foundation

· Irvin Waller, World Society of Victimology

· Michael O’Connell, Commissioner for Victims’ Rights South Australia

· Marc S. Groenhuijsen

· Shamila Batohi, International Criminal Court.

Number of people in the audience: around 45 people

Summary:

Yael Danieli opened the session by stating the importance of the United Nations Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, which represents a significant achievement for victims’ rights. Nonetheless, she reminded the audience that there is still a long way to go before these principles become reality.  

Marc S. Groenhuijsen, speaking for Euope, suggested that the ICC is one of the best examples of how to guarantee victims’ protection and their right to participate in trials. On the other hand, he expressed concern about the operation of the Court for the following reasons: First, there are a large number of victims to be represented; second, there is resistance by some judges from the Court to the participation of victims in the trial; third, the bureaucracy for the victim to participate in the process is a problem for the victim because it is necessary to complete a very complicated form to be recognized as a victim.

Irvin Waller, speaking for North America, identified some important rights that, in his opinion, are essential for victims. He listed the following key needs and that the victim has the right to services that directly and specifically address them:

· Emotional and psychological recovery

· Personal safety and protection from the accused

· Voice in justice

· Recognition, information and referral from enforcement

· Advocacy to access practical, medical and social services

· Help with paying expenses caused by victimization

· Public safety

He also identified the following to be included in requests to politicians for rights for victims of crimes:

1. Making it happen

· Retooling - Offices for Victims of Crime

· Standards, training and professional development

· Assessment, surveys and ombudspersons

· Research and development – Institutes for Victim Services and Rights 

2. Victims’ rights and funding

· Model legislation

· Fair funding

· Victim rights amendment

Michael O’Connell, discussing important considerations regarding victims’ rights in Australia, first spoke of  the function of the Commissioner on Victims, then critically address the the application of these rights.  Namely,   there is no statutory obligation on public officials to compel them to advise victims of their rights and ensure victims understand their rights. This presumes victims are conversant with their rights and are aware that they must take some action, such as requesting information. The implementation of victims’ rights has been patchy and uneven. 

He suggested the following functions for the Commissioner:

· To assist victims in their dealings with prosecution authorities and other government agencies

· To monitor and review the effects of the law and of court practices and procedures on victims

· To consult the Director of Public Prosecutions in the interests of the victims in general and in particular cases about matters including victim impact statements and charge bargains

Rodrigo Jiménez Sandoval exposed some serious obstacles for the implementation of victims’ rights in Latin America. These obstacles, such as the predominance of a patriarchal society and a justice system that does not work because the existing legislation is not applied, are blocking an effective application of the rules already established. The penal system in Latin America is changing from an inquisitive system into an accusatory system. Although some people think this change will be better for the victim, he contens this is not true, and it will not guarantee that these rights will be respected. 

Irene Melup, speaking of the experience of Asian countries such as Japan, suggested that to make society safe so that the population is able to live in harmony and peace, it is necessary to protect the rights and interests of crime victims. By adopting this approach, victims can recover quickly and return to living in peace. It is important to notice that Japan has been working hard to share information at the international level on how to protect the rights and interests of crime victims at all stages of the criminal justice process.  

The ICC representative, Shamila Batohi, indicated that the focus of the International Criminal Court is on the most serious crimes, it thus unfortunately does not deal with all cases. The national courts should do that. It is also necessary that the Court support the participation of the victim in the process, at all procedural stages, which is their right according to the Statute. 

53-Mental health and prevention of crime

Session Coordinators: Yael Danieli (yaeld@aol.com) and Stuart Turner (s.turner@traumaclinic.org.uk): 

International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies

Time and place: 16 April, 12-1.30, Juriti

Speakers: 

· Stuart Turner, International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies (Chair) 

· Michael D. Clark, Director, Center for Strength-Based Strategies

· Gina Ross, Founder/ President, International Trauma Healing Institute 

· Cédric Foussard, Director, International Juvenile Justice Observatory 

Rapporteur: Giovanna Maria Sgaria de Morais


Number of people in the room: about 27

Summary

The intention of this meeting was to discuss mental health, trauma and prevention of the crime. 

Michael Clark presented on the topic of motivational interviewing, and a client-directed outcome approach, based on his practical experience in the probation service. He showed that there are two sides to all of us - one that demonstrates problems and pathology and the other that has strengths and potential.  In working with perpetrators, it is important to find the side with strengths and potential, not just to focus on pathology.  He identified a process of behaviour change and the importance of a culture of motivation.  He indicated that the client’s first question is, “Should I change?” This is followed by a series of others, “Can I change?”, “Will I change?”, and then “How do I change?”.  Organizations that lack a culture of motivation tend to move straight to the question of how to change, totally forgetting the rest.  He presented research evidence indicating that the specific therapy is often less important than client factors or the therapeutic relationship.  So the question emerges: “What changes people?” And there is not a correct answer, because it comes back to each person. He concluded by proposing that it is the client’s rating of the therapeutic alliance, and their subjective experience of change early in the process, that best predict the outcome.  This rests on a motivational model of change rather than a didactic methodology.

Gina Ross presented on the topic of the role of the media in decreasing violence by helping heal trauma. She began by presenting her models of the trauma vortex and the healing vortex as ways of describing how people react to traumatic events.  She spoke about the body’s own natural ability to self-heal from trauma and its inherent gentleness and compassion.  Trauma can be caused by emotional violence (eg speeches and actions) as well as by physical violence. Common feelings, such as anger, can also be very disturbing.  These can set off the trauma vortex.  Fortunately there is another side to the organism that tries to put in order this uncontrollable part.  The balance between these two aspects is important.  She drew from her experience and from this model to develop a series of guidelines for the media in the way they report traumatic events.  She argued that the media need to be encouraged to increase their use of images of hope and kindness, and avoid predictions of doom.  For her, the media is an amazing tool, one that can be used to prevent crime, if employed properly. 

Cédric Foussard presented on the topic of mental health resources for young people.  The International Juvenile Justice Observatory provides permanent international service, a meeting place of study and reflection for professionals in juvenile justice all over the world.  He presented preliminary findings of a survey currently underway to examine mental health resources for young offenders in a range of different European countries.  He began by reminding the audience that there is no specific international legislation that addresses the treatment of mental health in juvenile justice systems. It is possible to find some protections in some national legislation.  The Council of Europe has already made some recommendations about this subject.  He suggested that specific legislation on this subject will be very important for younger offenders, especially the ones that have mental disorders and drug misuse. They should have access to a multi-professional response including psychologists and socio-therapists – as well as engaging with Judges. He emphasized the importance of training. 

54-Victims of terrorism

Session Coordinator: Yael Danieli (yaeld@aol.com) - NY Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies, Office of Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF), United Nations Department of Political Affairs

Time and place: 16 April, 4-6.30 p.m.,  Arara

Rapporteur: Pilar Carchi and Bruno Stolze

Speakers:

· Yael Danieli, Chair, NGO Alliance for Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.

· Jean-Paul Laborde, Special Adviser to the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs and Head, Office of the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force, Department of Political Affairs of the United Nations

Number of attendees: between  46

Yael Danieli opened the meeting by talking about the first Global Symposium on Supporting Victims of Terrorism in New York
 convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, which took place on 9 September 2008. The Symposium brought together 18 victims of terrorist attacks and 10 experts from around the world to discuss how to assist victims of terrorism. At the end of the Symposium, a number of recommendations were made; these were brought to the attention of participants in this ancillary meeting.

“The international media, through its broad coverage of the event, has already begun to contribute to our common goal of putting a human face to the tragic consequences of terrorism. In doing so, it has begun to counter one of the conditions conducive to fostering terrorism: the dehumanization of victims” said Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United Nations.

Subsequently, Ms. Danieli read a statement written by Carrie Lemack, daughter of Judy Laroque a victim of the 11 September 2001 attack and co-founder of the Global Survivor Network. In her letter, Lemack stressed that it was the responsibility of the global community to recognize victims of terror and provide them with a safe platform from which to speak out.

Jean-Paul Laborde reiterated the importance of upholding the rule of law, respecting human rights and complying with international obligations and standards in countering terrorism, and considered it unfortunate that few people ever though about the needs of victims. “This is all the more disturbing as criminal justice and victims of terrorism belong to the same side of the coin”, he said.

He continued by stating that it is not just the moral obligation of the United Nations to recognize the human rights of victims of terrorism, but that there is also a need to mobilize those who have been most directly affected by the fight against terrorism. That point was reiterated during the discussion that followed the speakers’ presentations. 

Any action to help victims of terrorism must include restitution, assistance and compensation. It is important to recognize that victims of terrorism are victims in the real sense of the word, which is why they must be protected. 

An international network of organizations, States, media entities and civil society organizations must be formed to raise awareness about this phenomenon and to create a space for discussion and implementation of policies centered on victims of terrorism. Mention was made about the fact that a terrorist act can damage not only a hostage’s life but also that of his or her family. Still, there are different kinds of victims of terrorism, for example the victim that was at the wrong time in the wrong place, the victim who was the target of the attack etc.

Over the coming months the CTITF working group on victims of terrorism intends to do the following: develop a virtual platform or web portal that can be used as a forum for victims, experts, government officials, service providers and civil society to share information, resources and best practices on supporting victims of terrorism and develop a study/guide of best practices for providing financial support to victims of terrorism, based on existing national practices. 

It is important not only give victims a face and a voice, and to protect their dignity, but to also give them legal status and provide them will all necessary support.  

55-Rape and other violence against women and the international context: a multidisciplinary, integrative approach

Session Coordinator: Yael Danieli (yield@aol.com) - NY Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies

Time and location of the event: 13 April, 16.30-18.00, Juriti

Rapporteurs: Vanessa Fagundes Peralva and Tatiana Teubner Guasti

Speakers: 

· Yael Danieli, NGO Alliance for Crime Prevention and criminal Justice, International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies

· Shamila Batohi, International Criminal Court

· Aparecida Goncalves, Brazil’s Secretariat of Policies for Women

· Yafat Raveh, Ministry of Justice, Israel

Number of people in the audience: Around 30 people

Summary:

The speaker from Brazil talked about the Brazilian system to prevent violence against women, and mechanisms to prevent that. In Brazil, the concept of violence against women was defined by article 1 in Belem’s Convention (1994), as a violation of human rights and a multidimensional phenomenon that requires public polices mindful of the following: physical, domestic, moral, sexual, patrimonial, psychological, institutional violence and traffic of women.

Brazil’s national policy is based in prevention, combat, assistance and right guarantee.

It is important to mention that there is national pact for combating violence against women, and it has a very important role in the Brazilian system to guarantee those rights. 

The legislation from Israel, which changed in 2001, now allows victims of violence to participate more in the process, to provide information to the prosecutor, and to have access to information on the trial.

One of the most important changes means that now the victims are informed of their rights and of how the procedures involved in the criminal trial. This reflects the position of the International Criminal Court, which believes that the victim should participate in the process, even if some tribunals and prosecutors disagree. Their investigators are well trained and help victims to know their rights, and support them by providing them with the information needed. 

One of the biggest fears of the NGO Alliance for Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice is that the prosecutors and tribunals won’t assist victims of crime.

56-Street Children – an international concern

Session Coordinator: Yael Danieli (yield@aol.com) – NY Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies

Time and location of the event: 12 – 13:30 – Cocal Room- 15 April

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo

Speakers: Yael Danieli (chair); Shamila Batohi – Legal Advisor, Head of the Legal Advisory Service, the Office of the Prosecutor, International Criminal Court. 

Number of people in the audience: 38

Summary 

Yael Danieli started presenting a panorama of the situation of children around the world. She took the example of Rwanda, where there are 600,000 orphans, some of whom created what is called “orphan head of households” -- children who raise children. Among them, there are hundreds of AIDS orphans, frequently themselves infected. Elsewhere, terrorist organizations had recruited children and used them as suicidal bombs. Civil conflicts and economic disadvantage are just some of the causes that daily condemn children to live on the streets, frequently ending up in prostitution and drugs. It feels like there is complete government neglect towards children. 

Shamila Batohi stressed that in some countries, especially in Africa but also in Colombia, for example, children have been recruited through the most inhuman methods, which range from being kidnapped in schools to being obligated to kill their own parents, and forced to function as soldiers after that. Every day, children under ten have been violently abducted from their social environments or sometimes even delivered by their own parents. It is considered a war crime to use children in battle. She also described Lubanga’s trial, where many children and other persons involved testified, occasionally with the help of voice distortion resources to protect their identities.  

Former child soldiers reported their participation in attacks, relating that they shot and killed a lot of people. They also denounced many acts of violence that came from commanders against them, such as the boy who was kept for two weeks inside a hole on the floor because he refused to follow orders. The girls claimed to be constantly raped, not only by the men but also by other children who were forced to have sexual relations with each other. Commanders used to call them their wives, maybe to avoid the idea of rape, which is absurd.

Yael Danieli described the DDR steps from war to peace – demobilization, disarmament and reintegration – highlighting that the last one is the most difficult to accomplish. After being rescued from their offenders, child soldiers face the challenge of dealing with the anger and repudiation of the community, since nobody seems able to forget and forgive the atrocities they have been obliged to commit.

Jaqueline, a Brazilian school teacher questioned the family role in the matter by giving her own testimony of parents who came to school begging her not to tell the police their kids were dealing drugs, because the income from the sales helped them sustain the family. She told the history of a student who appeared one day with burns all over his back, explaining that her mother did it to him after he said that he would denounce his father for sexual abuse. So, she concludes that maybe the family is losing its responsibility to children, expecting schools to fill the blanks, which is not possible considering the quality and structure of educational institutions in Brazil.

Shamila Batohi added that a project in South Africa appeared to work in decreasing the criminality in specific areas where prosecutors started to visit people and ask about the problems around their neighborhoods, their fears and their expectations. Everybody felt safer with the presence of a trustable authority engaged in directly solving the community’s problems, and less crimes had been committed in that period of time.

Finally, it was discussed that there is a gap between the protective legislation and the reality of the children worldwide, which seems to have found no solution.  However, everyone agreed that we should stop thinking of children as the citizens of the future and start looking at them in the present, as the responsibility of the community as a whole, requiring all those who work with them to have specialized training to support and assist them to become viable members of their communities and of society as a whole.

57-The Asset Recovery Experts Network 

Session Coordinator: Pedro Gomes Pereira (Pedro.pereira@baselgovernance.org) - International Centre for Asset Recovery (ICAR) at the Basel Institute on Governance

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 10–11.30 a.m., Cocal

Rapporteur: Pedro Paulo Martins da Fonseca

Speaker: Pedro Gomes Pereira, Asset Recovery Specialist, Basel Institute on Governance, International Centre for Asset Recovery

Number of people in the audience: ca. 15

The purpose of the session was to share information about how to use the Asset Recovery Experts Network (AREN), a non-profit think tank that conducts research on corruption and money-laundering, and offers policy advice, legal and case consulting to some countries, training and capacity support and IT services.  

Presenters indicated that AREN helps build coordination among enforcement initiatives focused on combating money laundering and corruption. On the practical level, asset recovery enforcement generally starts with investigations, can be supported through mutual legal assistance to obtain more data, may lead to freezing or seizing assets, and finally should result in their ultimate confiscation and repatriation.  

At the session, Pedro Pereira highlighted the importance of communication in the asset recovery field, and said that it is important for countries to communicate with other jurisdictions to strengthen confidence and trust among their peers. He added that building personal networks and improved communication among other professionals is essential to generating a successful institutional network. 

In this context, Pereira said that AREN provides an informal, online social networking forum for professionals involved in recovering stolen assets that allows interaction between them.  Just like any other social network, AREN is a place where they can create their own profile, upload files and videos, create a blog, add data, and exchange information.  It has an event calendar, so the users can know what is happening all over the world. 

Pereira also addressed relevant concerns about the security of the website.  He said that, even though users can choose who can see the information they display and the information is encrypted, that AREN cannot guarantee the safety for all these data. Consequently, users are not supposed to share sensitive information. 

AREN has about 350 members. It is a small network and most members know each other. It is not necessary to be part of the government to become a user. Every individual working with recovering assets can request the membership. There is another IT network that should be integrated to AREN in the long term, which would allow a lot of research for the users. Therefore, the tendency is that AREN becomes a social/research network.

For more information, please visit http://aren.assetrecovery.org. 

58-United Nations Rule of Law Coordination and Resource Group

Session Coordinator: Shelly Inglis (inglis@un.org) - United Nations, Executive Office of the Sercretary-General, Rule of Law Unit

Time and place: 15 April, 2–4 p.m., Cocal

 Rapporteur: Isabela Moreno Alves


Speakers:

· Edric Selous, Director, Rule of Law Unit

· Robert A. Pulver, Chief, Criminal Law and Judicial Advisory Service Office of Rule of Law and Security Institutions, Department for Peacekeeping Operations

· Djordje Djordjevic, Justice and security Sector Reform Specialist, UNDP

· Anne Grandjean, Child Protection Specialist, Justice for Children, Child Protection Section, UNICEF

· Mia Solander, UNODC, Associate Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice expert

· Robert Husbands, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Rule of Law and Democracy Unit

Attendees: 9

Summary

Given the need for universal adherence to and implementation of the rule of law at both the national and international levels, strategic plans must be drawn up for strengthening the rule of law in States. A couple of ways for doing that were outlined, in terms of working with children, in prisons, on gender issues, with justice activities, drafting and amending constitutions etc.

Children in conflict with the law, child victims and witnesses of crime, and youth in contact with justice systems for other reasons (custody, protection or inheritance), need attention, access to justice systems (formal and/or informal) and to be better served and protected by these systems through the full application of relevant international norms and standards. 

Also important are efforts to broaden partnerships and leverage the work of United Nations entities around the rule of law, to scale up and to use existing expertise in improving the realization of the rights of child victims, witnesses and alleged offenders. 

According to Robert Husbands, the United Nations has gained significant experience in helping States coming out of conflict or emerging from repressive rule to reestablish the rule of law and come to terms with past large-scale human rights violations. As a result, transitional justice processes and mechanisms have become important components of the UN framework for strengthening the rule of law. The guiding principles are: to support and encourage compliance with international standards and norms when designing and implementing transitional justice processes and mechanisms, to take into account the policing context when designing and implementing transitional justice processes and mechanisms, to base assistance for transitional justice on the unique country context, to strive to ensure women’s rights, to engage in effective coordination and partnerships and to strengthen national capacity to carry out community-wide transitional justice processes.

Staff dealing with the rule of law are well trained and want the quality of the assistance to Member States to be improved. In order to enable United Nations staff to better apply the United Nations system-wide rule of law approach when providing technical assistance,  coordination in key substantive areas is necessary. 

Strengthening the rule of law lies at the heart of the United Nations' mission of striving for peace, security, human rights and poverty reduction, and has gained an increasingly important place on the agenda of the United Nations and affiliated organizations in recent years.

59- See Session 6 – This is a summary of a session organized during the Congress - Informal discussion between representatives of civil society and members of the UNCAC Coalition.

Time and location: Salvador, April 14, Kanela Room

Rapporteur: Carlos Cerqueira Junior

Coordinator: Andrea Figari 

Number of the people at the conference: 43

Summary:

A discussion was held on the process of reviewing the implementation of the United Nations Convention against Corruption, UNCAC. Andrea Figari, TI Secretariat, gave a brief presentation of UNCAC. In view of promoting the Convention a group of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the UNCAC Coalition, was formed in 2006 during the 1st Conference of the State Parties in order to raise awareness. The initial objective was the adoption of a review mechanism to the Convention and involving civil society in the monitoring of the Convention implementation. A mechanism was adopted in Doha on the 3rd Conference of State Parties in November 2009. The goal is to have the review of the UNCAC implemented in all 143 countries in the next ten years. Therefore the UNCAC Coalition, a platform where civil society organizations (CSOs) can look for support at regional, national and international level need to be strengthened. The participation of civil society in this process is of fundamental importance. 

The discussion was focused on Latin America, considering the background of the participants. Latin America is the region where all countries ratified the Convention but it still has not been implemented. It was noted that because of the limited presence of UN agencies in the region UNCAC was not known. In addition, CSOs pointed out that the monitoring of the Convention does not guarantee its efficiency in the fight against corruption.  This is why they suggested to identify regional lead organizations as it was done in Doha, in order to coordinate the information and exchange experiences. 

A Brazilian NGO said that the existing culture of corruption in Brazil needed to be fought through education. In Venezuela there is very limited access to information and lack of transparency. It was suggested that anticorruption activities should work in line with human rights as they are interrelated. 

It was commented that organized crime would not exist without corruption as these are both sides of the same coin. It was also noted that it was important to measure progress in implementing the Convention.

Related to the continuity of the Convention implementation, small investigations shall be made in order to have concrete comparative data, questionnaires should be elaborated and put into circulation, as well as there shall be a broader offer of anticorruption classes in order to prepare professionals in the area. 

60-Bought & Sold: Voices of Human Trafficking

Session Coordinator: Sanne Kroon (s.kroon@blinn.nl) – Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women (GAATW)
Time and place of session:  April 16, 1345-1415, Arara
Summary:
For thousands of women, men and children, daily life means working under slavery-like circumstances. Right under our noses. In the hospitality business, agriculture, sex industry or domestic work. 
The victims of human trafficking are forced to work under extremely bad conditions, receiving little or no payment. They have no possibility to leave the exploitative situation due to physical and/or emotional violence. They rarely dare to speak out because of shame and fear of reprisals. The crime remains unseen and goes unpunished. 
With this 16 minute film, a group of survivors breaks the silence. As the first step towards fighting this crime is to create awareness that modern day slavery is every day business. These are their stories.

61-Justice indicators: a flexible approach to measuring the rule of law

Session Coordinator: Monica Thornton (MThornston@Vera.org) – Vera Institute of Justice

Time and location: 16:30, Cocal room

Rapporteur: Raquel da Cruz Lima

Number of people in the audience: About 40 people

Speakers: 

Jim Parsons – Principal Investigator – International Indicators Group

Besiki Kutatelaze – Senior Researcher – International Indicator Group

Summary

In this session, the VERA Institute of Justice stated that it is possible to make justice systems fairer and more effective through research and innovation. To achieve that goal, they said it is important to work with local partners and governments because an indicator of the success of their work is when the indicators are used by policymakers.

For a better comprehension of the subject being discussed they defined indicators as items of data to measure whether progress is being made toward a certain objective. So, accordingly to that definition one of the main concerns in the creation of indicators should be a clear notion of your objectives.

In what comes to their use, indicators can be applied in processes of reform in order to identify shortcomings in the operation of justice systems and track progress over time. They are also important for governments to set priorities to allocate resources and to describe the activities of programs or institutions. Finally, indicators can be an important tool to develop accountability mechanisms, to identify and make good performances more visible and to help building confidence in institutions. 

In spite of that it must be recognized that indicators are just proxies that can ambiguous or even counter-intuitive. For example, reported crime is commonly used to measure changes in the amount of crime, however an increase in reported crime may also be the result of increased confidence in the police. For that reason, it is important to have a variety of sources, such as administrative data, public survey, expert opinions, documents etc.

In creating indicators, there are some important cautions that need to be taken. First, to assure that the poorest and most vulnerable are contacted (especially when we think about the rule of law) because this group often experiences the greatest problems accessing the justice system and may have the lowest level of confidence. Second, to measure the delivery of justice services, that is, to understand the rule in practice as well as the legislation. Third, one must avoid introducing perverse incentives. For example, analyzing just the number of crimes that are solved can lead to the police deciding not to report every crime just to increase to number of crimes solved. Finally, it is important to consider the national context when designing and collecting indicators. Even though that approach makes it harder to compare countries, not intending to rank them is seen as a very positive way of gaining stakeholders confidence.

62-Improving public engagement with the police in diverse settings: Police Station Visitors Week 2009 

Session Coordinator: Monica Thornton (MThornton@Vera.org) – Vera Institute of Justice

Time and place: April 15, 12-1.30 p.m., Kariri 

Rapporteur: Pedro Paulo Martins da Fonseca

Speakers: 

· Besiki Kutateladze, Vera Institute of Justice, Senior Researcher, International Indicators Group

· Ludmila Ribeiro, CESeC, PSVW Regional Manager 

Number of attendees: 20

Summary: 

Police Station Visitors Week is a unique global event organized by Altus to assess the quality of services delivered in the participating police departments, to identify some of the best practices in use by police, to strengthen the accountability of police to the local citizens whom they serve and to promote human rights standards.

The visitors focus on essential conditions and services. They receive a “Police Week Kit”, which consists of a 20-question tool developed by Altus for assessing the extent to which a police station is designed to serve the public. The questionnaire is based on a variety of international standards and agreements in the areas of human rights and police accountability (www.altus.org.). The objective of this kit is to provide feedback to each police station on what is good and what needs to be improved. The best police stations receive awards.

The five core categories of the police station assessment are: community orientation, physical conditions, equal treatment of the public without bias based on age, gender, ethnicity, nationality, minority status, age or sexual orientation, transparency and accountability, and detention conditions.

To organize a grassroots event on a global scale it is necessary to have the engagement of local NGOs, focus on empowering and improving opportunities among those who are poor and disadvantaged, capture gender, age, and level of educational attainment of visitors and improve working relationships between civil society organizations and the police.

The visits take place in five countries within Africa, five countries in Asia, three countries in Europe, six countries in South America and one country in North America. The statistics show that most visitors are males (68%). The target now is to increase the number of women participating in the project.

Finally, it is possible to point out some results, such as: expansion of the capacity, deeper levels of investment, raise public awareness and tangible changes in service.

After this general view, Ludmila Ribeiro, showed some statistics related to Brazil. The institution responsible for the Police Station Visitors Week is Centro de Estudos de Segurança e Cidadania (CESeC), a member of the Altus Global Alliance.

Curiously, there are more women visiting the police stations in Brazil, about 58%, and most people are young. These people considered that 51% of the Brazilian visited police stations were inadequate. Only 2% were considered excellent. The main problems were detention conditions (49% wholly inadequate) and transparency and accountability (52% wholly inadequate).

The importance of this study is to understand the changes in the statistics during the time, so the right orientations can be given to the police in order to fix the problems.

During the discussion, the audience recommended that the prevented crimes should be part of this study. Also, it was clarified that the worst police stations do not have their identities revealed because the interest is not to punish anyone. Besides, it could reduce the police officers authority, contradicting the goal of the study, which is to strengthen the relations between the police and the local community and promote a positive competition for quality.  

63-A global campaign to fight child pornography

Session Coordinator: Nick Lampson (congressman@lampson.com) – International Center for Missing and Exploited Children (ICMEC)

Time and location of the event: Cocal room, 10-11.30 a.m., 14 April 2010

Rapporteurs’ names: Vanessa Fagundes Peralva and Tatiana Teubner Guasti

Speakers: Nick Lampson and Catherine J. Cummings from the International Center for Missing and Exploited Children

Number of people in the audience: 37 people

Summary:

The meeting started with an overview of the creation of the International Center for Missing and Exploited Children, specifying that the Center is currently looking for people in other nations to take up the cause with a view to building a global movement against children pornography. Three branches of the Centre have been established: in Alexandria, United States; Brussels, Belgium; and Singapore.

The work of the centre arose from the need to provide a focus for decision-making, developing model legislation, carrying out training and gathering funds against child pornography. It was emphasized that it was difficult to determine exactly how many web sites host such illegal material, in part because of the increasing accessibility and use of home-computer technology, which has revolutionized the means of sexual exploitation of children.   

According to the International Center for Missing and Exploited Children, a major problem related to the age of victims, who were getting younger, and to the fact that images were becoming more graphic and violent. In 2001, the Centre received more than 24,000 reports of child exploitation through its online Cybertipline. 

A study carried out in the United States demonstrated that, of people arrested for possessing child pornography:

- 83% had images of children aged between 6 and 12 years

- 39% had images of children aged between 3and 5 years 

- 19% had images of children who were under 3 years old

The data were from 5-7 years ago, and the situation had become even worse since then. The Center found that around the world 42 countries had sufficiently comprehensive legislation; 90 countries had no legislation; and 10 countries were focusing on criminalizing possession.

The Center had been involved in training, in cooperation with INTERPOL and with the support of Microsoft, 3,221 law enforcement officers in the framework of a five-year programme. This training also involved providing tools and techniques for prosecutors.

The Centre had cooperated with 32 private industries (including American Express, Google, Yahoo! Inc. and Banco Bradesco) and was working to building a global movement with the following: the Asia Pacific Financial Coalition against Child Pornography, the European Financial Coalition, the Koons Family Institute on International Law and Policy and the Center’s own regional offices.

The Center knows that its efforts are working because it has received positive feedback from law enforcement, some web sites will not accept United States credit cards, fewer commercial sites are being reported and it is becoming increasingly difficult to do a test transaction with a traditional payment tool.

Building on these successes, the Center plans to develop a process to test credit and debit card transactions in collaboration with law enforcement and to build up Cybertipline so that it can accommodate information from financial companies.

Some of the solutions to the issue of child pornography that were proposed at the session included: adopting legislation, working with law enforcement, prosecuting vigorously and working with the private sector. According to the speakers, model legislation should be made specific to deal with child pornography, provide a definition, criminalize computer-related offences, criminalize the possession of certain material and require the reporting of Internet service providers that made child pornography available online.

64-International police education for the rule of law: obstacles, facilitators, curricula, pedagogy and delivery 

Session Coordinator: Angela West Crews (crimedoc66@yahoo.com) and Gordon Crews (Gordon.crews@yahoo.com) – International Police Executive Symposium (IPES)

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 14.30-16.00, Kariri

Rapporteurs: Vanessa Fagundes Peralva and Tatiana Teubner Guasti

Name and organization of speakers: 

· Angela West Crews, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice and Criminology, Marshall University & International Police Executive Symposium

· Gordon A. Crews, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice and Criminology, Marshall University & International Police Executive Symposium

· Andrew Carpenter, Chief, Strategic Policy and Development section, Police Division Office of Rule of law and security institutions, Department of Peacekeepers Operations of the United Nations

Number of people in the audience: 22 people

Summary:

The points discussed in the session were related to United Nations peacekeeping in the twenty-first century and the international police education for the rule of law. It was noted that 100 countries contribute police officers to the United Nations, and that 49 of those countries contribute 25 or fewer officers. There is a gender imbalance, with only 7.75 % of forces being made up of women.

In the past, UN policing priorities were: monitoring to verify police performance and impartiality, observing to ascertain police strengths and weaknesses and reporting to document police infractions.

The UN Peacekeeping Mission Statement aims to build institutional police capacity in post-conflict environments and the capability objective is to training the right person to do the right thing at the right time. Although the goal is clear, obstacles to achieving it remain. 

In particular, there are critical capability gaps with regard to training specialized personnel and the provision of specialized equipment in current police peacekeeping operations. This makes it impossible for peacekeeping forces to always deliver effectively on mandated tasks. 

It was mention that some years ago police officers were given training before being deployed to Darfur, Sudan. This gave very good results and has since been used in many other United Nations Member States as well. However, this is only the beginning and it is hoped that much more will be done to build capability.

During the session, the relationship between unprepared police officers and increased public risk and crime was discussed, together with practical and philosophical barriers to education and ways of overcoming those barriers, the potential for distance education. Also, a model curricula for international police education and training on the rule of law were suggested.

Reference was made to the objectives of democratic policing; the importance of a strong commitment to the rule of law, to policing ethics and to human rights standards; the essential nature of police accountability to the law and to the society they serve; and the need for cooperation with communities, recognizing that effective policing requires partnership with those being served.

Because the police are the most visible manifestation of government authority, their main duties are to: 

· Maintain public tranquility and law and order

· Protect and respect individual fundamental rights and freedoms

· Prevent and combat crime

· Provide assistance and service to the public

· Police officers will enhance the legitimate of the State if they demonstrate in their daily work that they are

· Responsive to public needs and expectations

· Use the authority of the State in the people’s interest

Finally, it was mentioned that an international programme for educating police on the rule of law is currently under development. 

65-The role of the family of the prisoner in crime prevention

Session Coordinator: Emillia Bouzon de Terzano (sacc@saccargentina.org.ar) - ISPAC, International Prisoners Aide Association (IPAA), Institute of Criminological Studies, Secretariat of Christian Aid to Prisoners

Time and location of the event: 16 April 2010, 2.30-4 p.m., Kariri

Rapporteur: Susannah Maio

Speaker: Emilia Bouzon de Terzano

Number of people in the audience: About 30-35

Summary: 

Ms. Bouzon de Terzano spoke about the experiences of an organization she was involved in founding whose aim was to ease the transition back into society for former detainees. One of the initiatives of the organization was to involve students and other volunteers in visiting the families of detainees ahead of the release from prison, to facilitate the acceptance of the former prisoner within the family.

She stressed that many of those who ended up in prison come from broken families, many don’t know either or both of their parents, and that many of their problems stemmed from a lack of love in the family.

During the presentation, Ms. Bouzon de Terzano focused on answering the following questions: what is the role of the family in crime prevention and what is the impact that offenders have on families? With regard to the first question, she said there was a direct relationship between broken families and offenders. Tensions, distortions and problems in the family often had negative outcomes. Serious illness in the family could also exacerbate tensions. 

With regard to the second question, reference was made to a United Nations study according to which the imprisonment of a parent resulted in serious consequences for a child, including trauma. Ms. Bouzon de Terzano said that, in her experience, the incarceration of the male head of the family had led many women to fall into prostitution and children to live on the street. Other consequences of a parent being incarcerated mentioned by the speaker were: abandonment, poverty, addiction/ alcoholism, children growing up in conflict with the world in general and a lack of connection to the working world in particular.

She emphasized that detainees need help, but so do their relatives, and that the World Society of Victimology had identified the families of detainees as victims of crime. 

In establishing the importance of the family in international treaties and conventions, Ms. Bouzon de Terzano mentioned the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. She also stated that the family was important because it’s where children learn basic values, the value of love and a sense of self. In short, in her opinion, “the family humanizes”.

During the question-and-answer period, a short discussion took place on whether infants and very young children should be incarcerated together with their convicted mothers, in order to preserve the mother-child bond, or whether they should be spared exposure to the prison environment. It was agreed that the issue was very difficult. Ms. Bouzon de Terzano said she thought that children under the age of 5 should not be in prison for more than two years, as they were too fragile. An inspecting judge from South Africa said that in his countries, until recently convicted mothers would be allowed to keep their babies in prison for up to seven years; now, small children are only permitted to stay up to two years and alternative arrangements have to be made after that.

This inspecting judge also shared South Africa’s difficult experience with HIV/AIDS, which was breaking up families and orphaning children at an unprecedented rate. Many terminally ill detainees have families who are too poor to look after them and so have no one to go to after they get released. In his words, “the theory of the family is beautiful, but in practice we find it very difficult”. 

66-Prison health solutions in resource-limited countries: the value of telemedicine

Session Coordinator: Dr. John May (drjpmay@aol.com) - International Corrections and Prisons Association (ICPA) and Health through Walls

Time and place: 14 April, 12-1 p.m., Juma
Rapporteur: Nara Palrinhas

Number of attendees: 12 

Speaker: John P. May M.D., Director, Health through Walls, and Board Member, International Corrections and Prison Association

Summary: 





At this workshop, Dr. John May called for applying the power of technology and science, through telemedicine, to improve the quality of health care in prisons around the world. Raising the most common health-care challenges in prisons, the session highlighted high rates of infectious diseases (such as HIV and tuberculosis), overcrowded facilities, outdated systems, deaths by starvation and limited numbers of medical staff.

Telemedicine was presented as an opportunity to bring adequate health services to remote areas of the world, where great disparities exist among the treatment of prisoners. Dr. May offered comparative data showing such disparities between inmates from the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the United States, to provide that perspective. He also demonstrated how a patient and a doctor at different sites could communicate and have a medical consultation by connecting, via the Internet, to a facility in Oklahoma, United States, and Kingston, Jamaica.  

The case was made that telemedicine offers the opportunity to both enhance the quality of health-care services, reduce costs and dismantle the barriers of distance. If used in prisons, this technology could reduce transportation expenses, enhance the involvement of medical schools and academic centers and decrease security risks by keeping prisoners within the facility for health-care services. Almost any medical services, from mental health to dermatology, can be supplied by using telemedicine.

According to Dr. May, the results from the prisons where telemedicine has already been implemented have been very promising. Both prisoners and jail employees are reportedly satisfied with the system. In addition, the improvement in the quality of health care for inmates in prisons through telemedicine is even believed to result in the added benefit of preventing the spread of disease in communities where they return home. 

Despite progress in the field of telemedicine, Dr. May warned that international and national rules need to be reviewed in order to ensure the quality of such systems. He suggested the need for a license for professionals that demonstrates their ability to not only prescribe and treat the patients, but to serve them from behind the camera.  

67-The impact upon children of their parents going to prison

Session Coordinator: Rachel Brett (rhbrett@quno.ch) – Friends World Service Committee for Consultation (Quakers) 

Time and place:  13 April, Cocal room

 Rapporteur: Isabela Moreno


Speakers: 

Oliver Robertson, Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers)

Rachel Brett, Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers)

Number of people in the audience: about 35

Summary

Children whose parents have gone to prison or, even worse, who have seen their parents taken from home experience brutal changes in their own lives. Research carried out by the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) shows that such children may suffer so much as a consequence of this loss that authorities should review the way in which parents are taken from their home, with whom the children should stay and other alternatives. In Oliver Robertson’s words “children are crime’s invisible victims”.

 Too little research has yet been done about the impact of parental imprisonment on children, but QUNO is part of a new three-year European Union-funded research project (COPING) into the mental health of children of prisoners in Europe.

QUNO's work to date indicates the need for some kind of framework for decision-making in relation to children of prisoners and (alleged) offenders, with examples of good practice. For example, it’s really rare to find people who care enough to explain to children what is going on, what is going to happen to them, why their parents are leaving or when they are coming back. The impact that a sentence will have on children must be taken into consideration in order to avoid further problems to society.

Rachel Brett pointed out that many questions go unanswered in this whole process. For example: 

· How is the court informed about the existence and situation of any children of the alleged offender?

· How are the best interests of children taken into account in deciding whether the alleged offender should be held in pretrial custody (and/or during trial)?

· Does home curfew take account of any need to take children to or collect them from school?

· How can parents remain informed about the situation and well-being of their children?

· How are the best interests of the children taken into account when sentencing a primary caregiver?

· Should the children live in the prison with the parent? 

Research has also shown that attention should be paid to the kind of contact that incarcerated parents are allowed to have with the children, the kind and frequency of visits, the religious and cultural identity of children and which persons are in charge of meeting the needs connected to that identify, and the kind of financial resources.

The period following release from detention and reintegration into society is also a delicate period, and both the parent and the child should be well prepared. Family reintegration sessions should be provided as an important first step.

Very little research has been carried out on this subject. Nonetheless, it is completely clear that it is important to follow the whole situation and give support to the children, who bear no guilt and are the most vulnerable

68-New models to change conditions of imprisonment in the Province of Buenos Aires and houses for jails 

Session Coordinator: Mariano Martinez Hermida (mmartinez@mjus.gba.gov.ar) – Provincia de Buenos Aires

Time: 16:30h until 18:00h – 16.04.2010,  April 16

Rapporteurs: Vanessa Fagundes Peralva 

Attendance: 40 people.

Speakers:  
Dr. Ricardo CASAL - Ministro de Justicia de la Provincia de Buenos Aires (Minister of Justice of Buenos Aires Province) 
Dr. César Miguel ALBARRACÍN -Subsecretario de Política Criminal, Ministerio de Justicia. (Under-Secretary of Criminal Justice) 
Dr. Mariano MARTÍNEZ HERMIDA - Asesor del Ministro de Justicia (Ministry Legal Adviser)
Dr. Gustavo Javier MENDOZA - Jefe del Servicio Penitenciario Bonaerense (Chief of the Provincial Penitentiry Service)
Arq. Daniel Enrique PRADES - Director Provincial de Infraestructura Penitenciaria (Provincial Director of Penitentiary Infraestructure)
Dra. María del Carmen FALBO - Procuradora General de la Provincia de Buenos Aires (Attorney General of Buenos Aires Province)
Dra. María Pía LEIRO - Juez de la Cámara de Apelaciones y Garantías en lo Penal del Departamento Judicial Zárate-Campana (Judge of the Court Criminal Appeals, Zárate-Campana Jurisdiction) - Miembro de capacitadores del Servicio Penitenciario Bonaerense (Provincial Penitentiary Service, Training Member Team)
Summary:
The conference approached the new model of imprisonment, which is a sustained policy for a qualitative improvement on the applied incarceration condition. Currently, in the Province of Buenos Aires there are more than 26,000 inmates distributed in 54 penitentiary units whose lodging capacity vary between 300 to 1,500 prisoners in each one. The total number of people under custodial measures is around 30,000.  Approximately 87% is in the penitentiary system and the rest are housed in police stations.
It is in this scenario that two programs were created with the intention to dignify the imprisonment conditions, to ensure maximum levels of transparency and community participation, as well as a continuous monitoring by the Judiciary, and to impose a management system to comply with international standards.  The two programs are “Departamental Alcaidías” and Jails for Houses”. The last one will ensure the transition between prison and community life in a system which has as a center, cohabitation and self discipline. Both of the programs are already developed, organized and developed the infrastructure, giving promised perspectives about their results. 
The rule of law imposes the respect of the human rights and the changing of the prison’s model, similarly to that defined in the ONU’s 10th Congress of Criminal Justice. The state’s responsibilities include preparing the prisoners to reintegrate into society, by providing judiciary assistance, health care, and rehabilitation conditions to rebuild someone’s identity. The implementation of this policy faces some obstacles, such as lengthy trials and prison overcrowding.  However, immediately requesting entrance to the program may solve these problems.
The objective of the program is to build houses, where people can live with quality of life, being reintegrated in the society, being closer to their family, and avoid the conflicts that are created by the worst conditions of imprisonment. 
The Argentinean initiative (“Departamental Alcaidías” and Jails for Houses”) is the beginning of a new time, where the prisoners can feel “at home”, respecting human rights and spending less money than if the countries build the traditional prison model. In economic terms the government would spend three million dollars to build houses for 1000 people while it would cost fifty million dollars to build a traditional prison.

69 - Cancelled

70 – Cancelled

71-Challenges posed by the globalization of criminal justice

Session Coordinator: Giovanni Pasqua (Giovanni.pasqua@isisc.org) - Association Internationale de Droit Penal (AIDP-IAPL) and Istituto Supreiore Internazionale di Socienze Criminal  (ISISC)

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 16.30-18.00, Kariri

Rapporteur: Carlos Cerqueira Jr.

Speakers: 

· José Luis de la Cuesta, Association Internationale de Droit Pénal (AIDP-IAPL) 

· Istituto Superiore Internazionale di Scienze Criminali

· Open Society Justice Initiative

· Penal Reform International

· ICPS

· OSI Special Initiatives Fund,

· Northwestern University.

Number of people in the audience: 32

Summary:

The issue of globalization and its impact on criminal law has been an issue of concern for the Association Internationale de Droit Pénal (AIDP) during recent years, which is why it has been involved in surveys that seek to analyse the capacity of an international criminal justice system to perfom as a unit in real time and worldwide.

The most prominent themes in the criminal context, on which international organizations develop studies in the search for effective solutions, are: terrorism, organized crime, corruption and cybercrime. 

The issue of terrorism was included on the agenda of the first world conference on criminal law, which was held in November 2007 in Guadalajara, Mexico. Later, in 2009, in Istanbul, Turkey, the universal jurisdiction, the financing of terrorism, special procedural measures and observance of human rights, and the expansion of forms of punishment were discussed. Corruption was discussed at a congress in Beijing in 2004, where it was defined as a "deadly disease of democracies". 

AIDP works through the Higher Institute of International Criminal Science (in Siracusa, Italy), international congresses, national groups and research activities. In 1999, at a congress held in Budapest, Hungary, the following resolutions were adopted: the need to properly organize the criminal justice intervention in order to cope with specific characteristics, the need to strengthen the effectiveness of international cooperation in criminal matters while adhering to principles of criminal law and fundamental human rights like proportionality and legality.

It was noted that the work of criminologists, lawyers and victimologists was necessary for the development of a culture of human rights (i.e., civilize globalization, build a criminal justice system that respects traditions but with democratic profiles in the service of people, social justice and peace).

It was argued that international judicial cooperation (e.g. on civil, administrative or penal issues), as well as administrative cooperation (e.g. police, intelligence services) are vital to the effectiveness of actions against the financing of terrorism. It is necessary to strengthen States’ common actions. In all cases, respect for human rights must remain a priority.

72-Addressing the challenge of cybercrime: past, present and future 

Session Coordinator: Marco Gercke (Gercke@cybercrime-institute.com) – UNODC/Microsoft

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 16.30-18.00, Juma

Rapporteurs: Bruno Stolze Lyrio and Giovanna Maria Sgaria de Morais

Speakers: 

· T.J. Campana, Microsoft

· Marco Gercke, Cybercrime Research Institute

· Demostenes Chryssikos, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes

· Alexander Seger, Council of Europe

· Gilberto Martins de Almeida, Martins de Almeida Advogados

· Jan Neutze, Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force

· Gillian Murrary, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes

· Vashti Maharaj, Ministry of Public Administration of Trinidad Tobago

Number of people in the audience: around 25 

Summary

Cybercrime can come in many forms and include crimes against the integrity of functional systems, damage against databases (in the case of fraud), intellectual piracy, pornography or many other practices. The lack of an international convention specifically against cybercrime is not a barrier for the application of sanction for the perpetrators. Regionally, the Council of Europe was promoting the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime. 

At first, only European countries signed the Convention, but now the number of signatory States is increasing and expanding. The Convention covers procedural tools, measures for international cooperation and the criminalization of practices like illegal access, illegal interception, data interference, system interference, fraud and forgery, child pornography and IP-related offenses. Once ratified, the Convention works like a standard and, for that reason, States must make an effort to implement it. It is also important to know that the principles contained in the Convention can and should be supplemented by national instruments designed to combat cybercrime.

The Internet can also be used to commit acts of terrorism. If law enforcement officers can discover information about any preparation being done over the Internet, then a larger attack will probably not happen. There are new threats in the Internet, for that reason it is important to pay attention to these criminals acts, by combining know-how (technique) and legislation.

All over the world, there are cases of wrong use of the Internet. This has affected not only the security of information in developed countries but also in developing countries. There are only few studies about this practice in developing countries, where the response from Government has largely been weak.

Vashti Maharaj reminded listeners that developing countries are dealing with more challenges. In addition, victims of cybercrime do not look for help, it is difficult to get information and many countries simply do not have the skills and technologies to deal with cybercrime. State sovereignty can be a barrier to investigation because it leads authorities to not share the necessary information about any perpetrators located in their country. 

Another problem lies in the fact that although many tools and instruments against cybercrime are already available (others are being developed), they are not necessarily implemented for lack of resources, capacity and commitment. This is why States must cooperate with civil society, to mobilize the population, to provide training to law enforcement and to work together with non-governmental experts. 

Gilberto Martins de Almeida noted that cybercrime legislation requires a clear institutional and specialized legal and technical drafting. He also agreed that already existing laws regulating cybercrime and normative texts should be used as guidelines.

It is important to understand that the existence of norms at the international level is substantially similar and, for that reason, regional agendas shall be considered. Each country has its own principles and needs, which is why it is a cross-cultural challenge to have legislation that can be applied successfully.   

There are some keys role to try to prevent this kind of practice, culture (good practices), education (doctrine), training (how to comply with) and inhibition (power of state to impose penalties). In addition, strengthening of legislation, training, high-tech crime units, international cooperation, protection of children, rule of law and human rights and political commitment

Finally, the representative of Microsoft remembered that cybercrime is a global problem and one way to fight against it is was to enter into public-private partnerships, as Microsoft does. Dialoguing within these partnerships is very important because just knowing what the problem is makes it possible to solve it. 

73-Child online protection

Session Coordinator: Marco Gercke (gercke@cybercrime-institute.com) – UNODC

Time and place: 16 April, 14.30-16.00, Cocal

Speakers: 

· Gillian Murray, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (introductory remarks) 

· Nick Lampson, ICMEC

· Alexander Seger, Council of Europe

· T.J. Campana, Microsoft

· Ann Linnarsson, UNICEF

· Gilberto Martins de Almeida, Martins de Almeida Advogados Associados

Rapporteur: Giovanna Maria Sgaria de Morais

Summary

The Internet is a very powerful tool, but there is a lot of trash in it that should not be there, especially because children and teenagers are frequently online. The increase in crimes involving children prompted this session.

Nick Lampson said that kids connected to Internet are at risk, especially because of the perpetrators. Because of this, although technology offers great advantages for society, they must be careful. The best way for children to be protected is parental supervision, orientation on what to say and do (i.e., do not say their last name, school, where they live, not send photos, and never agree to meet the person they met online). Family evolvement is very important and a key tool to protect the children.

Alexander Seger spoke about two important conventions that must be combined to have a better result for the fight against crimes committed against children. Those conventions are the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, which addresses procedural and international cooperation issues, and the Lanzarote Convention, which will enter into force on 1 July 2010, outlines the kinds of crimes that could happen. This speaker also reminded the audience that a lot of distinct legislation already exists that can be used for many countries, and, because these tools exist they should be used and shared.  Even, as an advertisement, it is important to notice that some of the perpetrators just have the appearance of juveniles but, in fact, they are already adults. 

T.J. Campana clarified that is important that to know the needs of law enforcement, because knowing the difficulties allows Microsoft to know how to solve the problems brought to them. It is a way to give new ideas and new approaches. Because of this, they provide software, training, technical support and tools, especially for law enforcement, including judges and prosecutors. 

Mr. Gilberto Martins de Almeida explained the Brazilian experience on cybercrime. Brazil does not accept “analogia in malan partem”. It is important to remember that Brazil has agreements with private organizations such as Google. These agreements can be used as a model for others. Nowadays, Brazil has some legislation and jurisprudence that can be used against children pornography, such as the “Estatuto da Criança e do Adolescente”. There was a Bill of Law number 494 proposed in 2008 outlined the form, deadlines, ways to preserve and transfer of informatics information that was kept by the servers of those who work for public authorities, with the intention to investigate crimes practiced against children and teenagers, and provide other evidence.

Ann Linnarsson presented the new project that has been developed by UNICEF. This project is divided into three parts: The ones that will develop child protection legislation, the law enforcement police and practice, that will integrate the policy from many countries, and the ones that will be responsible for behaviour change, working on the children’s own perception, which is important to protect them in the internet environment.   

74-Child victims and witnesses of crime: practical measures and tools to implement the UN Child Victim Guidelines

Session Coordinator: Anna G. Saget (Anna.Giudice.Saget@unodc.org) – UNODC, UNICEF, International Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR)

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 10–11.30 a.m., Kariri

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo and Lissa Varjão

Speakers: 

· Nadja Pollaert, IBCR

· Steven Malby, UNODC

· Ingrid van Welzenis, consultant UNODC-UNICEF

· Anne Grandjean, UNICEF

Number of people in the audience: 36

Summary

The session focused on the use of tools to assist states with the implementation of the UN Guidelines on Justice in Matters Involving Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime.  As the rights of children are infringed upon all over the world, and children are victims of trafficking, sexual exploitation and involvement in armed conflict, the implementation of these guidelines will represent an important, new step in guaranteeing child protection and promoting their rights worldwide. 

The guidelines were designed to provide a practical framework for implementation, and were drafted to ensure the dignity, participation and best interests of children. They support the right of children to be treated with dignity and compassion, and the right to be protected from discrimination.

Steven Malby presented strategies to assist member states with implementation, including the use of global tools, such model law and handbooks. In one example, Malby stated that the model laws assist states with adapting their national legislation to help achieve the goals of the guidelines and other important international instruments. 

Ingrid Van Welnizes presented practical information on a two-part training package on the guidelines for child victims and witnesses of crime, called the General Training Package (GTP) and the Specific Training Package (STP). Welnizes explained that the GTP is designed to provide more general training for all professionals, and focuses on the four guiding principles for professionals working on child victims and witnesses of crime, the ten rights of child victims and witnesses of crime and the ways to apply a child sensitive communication with child in that mentioned situation. She added that the STP, on the other hand, is designed to specific professionals in the field, and it is  divided in seven modules that are directed to law enforcement, prosecutors, social workers and judges.  

Welnizes said that the main objectives of the training packages are to not only provide professionals with a stronger of the principles and guidelines, but to also make them aware of domestic legislation, to help them communicate with child victims and witnesses of crime in a child sensitive manner, and to encourage them to reflect on their own approach towards these children. The STP complements those objectives by providing an understanding of the responsibilities of each professional group, allowing them to apply the ten rights of child victims and witnesses of crime to their daily practice and specific local or national circumstances.

Anne Grandjean provided some helpful examples of guidelines that have successfully been put into practice around the world.  Grandjean listed countries where legislative reforms are helping to integrate the mother law to the international framework legislation, and have resulted in the creation of specialized courts and police stations.  In Sudan, she said, the government has created one stop shops where children can find specialized support. In Ethiopia, child witnesses are held in a separate room connected to the main court room via a closed circuit TV system, from which a mediator asks questions in the child’s language. In Nepal, there are paralegal committees, composed by volunteer women who mediate communities disputes.

Nadja Pollaert concluded with further measures that require action to support the guidelines, such as  monitoring governments through annual reports; bringing together all professionals working with child victims and witnesses of crime and discussing their roles; forcing parliaments to modify the judicial system to promote specialized treatment; and promoting and spreading the use of child sensitive communication.

75-Developing health-care priorities for prisons of limited resources: an example of HIV care and treatment in a Haitian prison

Session Coordinator: Dr. John May (drjpmay@aol.com) – Health Through Walls and International Corrections and Prisons Association (ICPA)

Time and location of the event: 17 April, 10.30-11.00, Cocal 

Rapporteur: Luísa Luz de Souza

Speaker: John P. May, M.D., President, Health through Walls 

Number of people in the audience: 5

Summary 

Throughout the world, resource-limited countries have trouble meeting the United Nations’ Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. One of the most critical problems is the absence of proper health treatment in these institutions. The difficulties in this area are so alarming that in some countries there is a disproportional amount of prisoners infected with HIV and tuberculosis, which are the main causes of death in prisons. Normally, the diseases are acquired during incarceration: men that enter healthy either leave with chronicle and fatal diseases or die in prison. 

Health through Walls is an organization that helps to construct health-care programs for prison systems according to the special needs of the country, the local culture and conditions of prison facilities. The main principle on which this intervention is based is that confinement must not create new health problems. With this concern, there are three priorities for the execution of health programs: to offer proper nutrition and clean water, to reduce the conditions that disseminate the diseases and to make the necessary treatment available to the prison population. 

Some initiatives that have had important results in many different countries are related to peer education programs (educating a group of prisoners on relevant health issues and training them to motivate and educate other inmates), simple HIV an tuberculosis testing, the distribution of condoms and needles and access to methadone maintenance therapy in cases of drug use.  

A very successful experience began to take place in 2008, in Haiti’s national penitentiary, where none of the prisoners infected with HIV had access to antiretroviral therapy. After negotiations with Haitian government, it was possible to implement a health program especially designed to make fundamental adjustments in the treatment provided in the institution: creating medical records for every prisoner, applying tests for HIV and providing antiretroviral therapy and establishing the peer education program. The construction of a medical wing with proper equipment and medicines was possible through various partnerships. 

The earthquake in January 2010 destroyed Port-au-Prince in a terrible way. The penitentiary nevertheless reopened after a month and its population has been increasing. The medical wing was one of the only buildings in that construction to survive the earthquake. Fortunately, most of the equipment wasn’t damaged and the program has continued to establish medical records and give antiretroviral therapy to those in need. 

The role of advocacy in this field has proven to be one of the most important activities to achieve changes in States’ political priorities and enable them to invest in adequate health-care programs in prisons. 

76 - Cancelled

77-School Violence and Prevention Strategies

Session Coordinator: Michael Platzer (michaelkplatzer@yahoo.com) – Academic Council on the United Nations System

Time and location: 12 noon, Juriti room, April 15

Rapporteur: Raquel da Cruz Lima

Speakers: 

Janice Joseph, President, Academy of Criminal Justice 

Moacyr Bittencourt, PLAN International

Rolf Skjoldebrand, Get the Point

Cédric Foussard, International Juvenile Justice Observatory

Number of people in the audience: 40 people

Summary

The session focused on the growing problem of school violence around the world. Demonstrating the challenges, presenters offered frightening statistics: 1 million children are subject to violence in the world; in Benin 41% of teachers and 79% of schoolchildren reported corporal punishment in schools; in Egypt 80% of boys and 67% of girls have faced corporal punishment at school; and in Ghana 62% of girls ages 11 and 12 in government schools said that they had experienced bullying at school. 

Experts added that the consequences of school violence are even more compelling, and often lead to physical and psychological trauma, depression, school dropouts, suicides and deaths. For those reasons, and urgent call was made to stop violence in schools and prevent it whenever possible. 

Discussion centered on an evaluation of school violence in the US, where certain circumstances related to school violence were identified. In this study, it was learned that the children that have committed acts of school violence have common characteristics, including: a history of violent victimization, poor behavioural control, involvement with drugs, alcohol or tobacco, previous exposure to violence, a history of conflict within their family and association with delinquent peers. In addition, it was found that risk factors are also related to youth from low income communities. In contrast, a similar study was highlighted that found that Brazilian school violence is more often in the wealthy regions of the country, and the offenders’ parents usually have a college degree.

Panelists discussed various responses to the prevention of school violence, and stated that recent security measured adopted by the US, such as searches, the use of metal detectors, video surveillance and security guards, are controversial and may not be effective, especially when based upon “zero tolerance” policies.  It was reported that such responses resulted in an increase of student suspensions and expulsions,  disproportionate sanctioning of minorities and the impression that schools were turning into prison.  

In response, panelists discussed new strategies being implemented to address school violence in the US, including:  positive behavior support, collaborative problem solving and restorative justice. It was also mentioned that other positive initiatives around the world have focused on restoring the traditional school environment, making schools  more democratic, making children feel protected by family and teachers, listening to the children’s perspective of the violence and including their opinion in the debates. Summarizing, that means that the international experiences have shown that the best measures in regard to school violence adopt holistic and bottom-up approaches.

To conclude, it was emphasized that in order to address the problem of school violence, it is necessary to make schools engaging for students by the adoption of more attractive education curriculum, the increase of sporting activities, the implementation of life skills in teacher education and regular school schedules. Inspiriting and motivating students and teachers to engage themselves for the prevention of school violence can be the golden-key to solve that problem.

78-The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy in Action: Bringing Terrorist Suspects to Justice in Compliance with Human Rights

Session Coordinator: Bianca Kopp & Jan Neutze (CTITF Office); Anne Charbord (OHCHR); Jo Dedeyne-Amann (UNODC) – (Bianca.Kopp@unodc.org, neutze@un.org, charbord@un.org & jo.dedeyne@unodc.org)
Time and place of session:  April 17, 1200-1330, Juma
Speakers:
Anne Charbord, UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Jean-Paul Laborde, Chair, UN Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force 
Cecilia Ruthstroem-Ruin, Chief, Terrorism Prevention Branch, UNODC
Summary:
This ancillary meeting took place under the auspices of the UN Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF) and in cooperation with OHCHR and UNODC - two of the Task Force's member entities.  The Task Force, established by the Secretary-General in 2005, brings together 25 UN entities and Interpol, with the aim to ensure overall coordination and coherence in the counter-terrorism efforts of the United Nations system. Moreover, CTITF aims to catalyze and mobilize counter-terrorism efforts of various UN system entities to assist Member States in implementing the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, adopted by all UN Member States of the General Assembly in September 2006. 
The purpose of the session is to discuss the implementation of the so-called fourth pillar of the Strategy. Pillar four  reaffirms that the promotion and protection of human rights for all and the rule of law is essential to all components of the Strategy, and that effective counter-terrorism measures and the protection of human rights are not conflicting goals, but complementary and mutually reinforcing. In paragraph 4, Member States resolve to make every effort to develop and maintain an effective and rule of law-based criminal justice system that can ensure that alleged perpetrators are brought to justice with due respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and that such terrorist acts are established as serious criminal offences in domestic laws and regulations. 
Furthermore, Member States recognize that States may require assistance in developing and maintaining effective and rule-of-law based criminal justice systems, and encourage them to resort to technical assistance delivered, inter alia, by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. In addition, Member States note that OHCHR should continue to play a lead role in examining the question of protecting human rights while countering terrorism, by making general recommendations on States' human rights obligations and providing them with assistance and advice. 
With a view to the upcoming second review in September 2010 of progress made with regard to the implementation of the Strategy, presenters will discuss what has been done - both at the national and international level - to translate these commitments into action. They will highlight challenges and experiences with a view to identify lessons learned/good practice in preparation for the review meeting in September 201.

79 - Building knowledge for effective crime prevention: the contribution of crime victimization and corruption surveys

Session Coordinator: Steven Malby (steven.malby@unodc.org) – United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

Time and location of the event: 17 April, 4.30-6 p.m., Juriti

Rapporteur: Susannah Maio

Speakers: 

· Steven Malby, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

· Maria Giuseppina Muratore, ISTAT (Italian statistical authority)

· Kauko Aromaa, Director, European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control

Number of people in the audience: about 23

Summary:

The three presentations were based on and structured along the contents of the Manual on Victimization Surveys recently published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) jointly with the Economic Commission for Europe. 

Maria Giuseppina Muratore spoke about the various phases of planning, designing and implementing surveys, and spoke about the dissemination and archiving of the data gained through surveys. She said it was important to identify the goals of a specific survey, which could be, for example: to find out which crimes are being reported, to analyse perceptions of safety among the general population (or even a target group), to better understand the relationship between citizens and the police, or to construct a “incivility index” by area of residence.

In developing a strategy for achieving those goals, budget and time constraints, as well as other existing or potential obstacles, should be kept in mind. Also, a decision needs to be taken on the kinds of crimes covered by the survey (individual, household, sexual etc.). Certain structural and methodological issues must be addressed, and particular attention was drawn to the wording of questions, especially those asked to victims of a particularly sensitive crime or form of violence. 

Steven Malby focused on surveys of corruption, outlining why it is important (but difficult) to measure corruption, looking at existing methods used to measure the extent and kinds of corruption, and explaining the approach adopted by UNODC. He pointed out that the United Nations Convention against Corruption did not include a definition of “corruption”. 

As with many other crimes, it is important to understand where and how corruption affects communities so that a response might be developed. The difficulty in measuring corruption was linked to the fact that: it’s a hidden crime; people are reluctant to disclose it (particularly large-scale corruption); it is a crime that has several; constantly changing manifestations; and there are different understanding of what corruption entails. 

Existing efforts to measure corruption include use of official data, experts’ assessments, and composite indicators like the Corruption Index developed by Transparency International, which frequently resulted in a ranking of States. Malby spoke of the disadvantages and advantages of each method, explaining that UNODC did not encourage ranking, not least due to the challenges of such cross-national comparison and because a country could move up a rank scale simply because another country was doing worse, not because it was actually improving its performance. UNODC preferred to promote evidence-based methods. 

Malby also said that UNODC was using both experience-based and perception-based questions in surveys on corruption, in order to get quantitative and contextual information. The results of a recent survey entitled Corruption in Afghanistan: Perception of Bribery were cited as an example. 

All kinds of entities could be involved in carrying out surveys (the private sector, NGOs, international organizations, academic researchers and national authorities), but in all cases the basis for all surveys should adhere to international standards. UNODC’s role is to support countries and further improve existing methodologies.  

Kauko Aromaa spoke about the additional uses to which victimization surveys can be put, as in his opinion they “are not being put to their full potential” at the moment. He said that such surveys can be used: to learn more about unrecorded crime, to measure the material and emotional costs of crime, to measure the incidence of repeat, serial and multiple cases of victimization, to compare survey findings with police data, to give voice to the victims of crime, to learn about public opinion with regard to crime control, to learn about public fear or concerns about crime, to learn what people have done about victimization, to carry out international comparisons, to identify trends, and to assess the outcome of crime prevention programmes. 

In conclusion, the results of victimization surveys can be very useful to policymakers and the Manual on Victimization Surveys represents significant progress with regard to developing a more systematic, comprehensive and useful approach to surveys.

80-Technology Applied to the Prevention of Corruption

Session Coordinator: Roberta Solis (Roberta.ribeiro@cgu.gov.br) and Izabela Moreira Correa (izabela.correa@egu.gov.br)

Time and place of session:  April 17, 1000-1200, Kariri

Speakers:
Mário Vinícius Claussen Spinelli – Secretary of Corruption Prevention and Strategic Information for the Brazilian Office of the Comptroller General (Panelist and Chair)
Fabiano Angélico – Representative of NGO Transparency Brasil 
Daniela Bezerra da Silva - Director of the Esfera Project
Luiz Marcelo Azevedo – Staff member of the Organization of American States (OAS)

Gilson Libório de Oliveira Mendes – Director of Strategic Information for the Brazilian Office of the Comptroller General

Henrique Aparecido da Rocha – Strategic Information Research Lab Manager for the Brazilian Office of the Comptroller General

Summary:
The session gathered representatives from both public and private sectors to debate how to apply technology of information and communication  tools in the prevention of corruption. The debate focused on already existing and successful initiatives. 

The meeting was an opportunity to see how data mining, business intelligence and other tools can be apllied on finding and analyzing data related to the misuse of public funds. Tools for engaging society on social control were also presented as well as an initiative of Brazilian hackers to create and improve open sources programs and  databases that make scattared information more accessible.

81-Conselho Federal de Psicologia

Session Coordinator: Yvone Magalhaes Durate (gerencia@pol.org.br) – Conselho Federal de Psicologia
Time and place of session:  April 15, 1200-1400, Kariri
Speakers:
Ana Cintia Ciarallo - National Comission of Human Right at Federal Consul of Psicology
Deise Nascimento - (chair)  National Comission of Human Right at Federal Consul of Psicology
Summary:
Data from the International Center for Prison Studies are located in Brazil as a nation that is the fourth largest prison population in the world, behind only the United States, China and Russia. A look at criminal law and procedural Brazilian is sufficient to realize a feature especially perverse in this system - the crimes commonly committed by the poor, our laws are as a rule more stringent than, and prescribe penalties, in the context of Brazilian prisons imply suffering without any legal basis, many of them amounted to torture. 
It is necessary that Brazil should develop a criminal policy-oriented reform of the criminal law to restrict as much as possible custodial sentences. The biggest challenge is to bring them to the criterion of last resort, recognizing that their universal application - under the Brazilian Penal Code - is not only inappropriate and disproportionate, in most cases, but clearly dysfunctional in front of the goals of prevention crime and violence. 
In this sense the Federal Council of Psychology hereby presents this workshop parallel to this international congress contributions and reflections in the Brazilian context, for performing the exercise of subjective critique of the foundations that support our institutions, revealing the production processes of social experience from a perspective that incorporates the subjective dimensions, meanings, senses, affections, emotions, values and work together to make our public policies to break his character formal, universal and abstract, to work with the settings of specific plots that constitute the life of subject-citizens in their daily lives.

82-Civil society consultation: ask the experts. Advocating a victim-centred monitoring mechanism to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

Session Coordinator: Fleur Dewar (fleur@gaatw.org) – Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women (GAATW)

Time and location of the event: 16 April, 12h – 1h30 p.m. Kariri 3

Your name: Larissa Araripe

Name and organization of speakers: 

· Fleur Dewar – Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women (GAATW) 

· Yael Danieli

· Andrés Hernandéz – Transparency International

Number of people in the audience: 28 

The aim of UNTOC (United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime) is to prevent and combat transnational organized crime; however, it was acknowledged that without an effective monitoring mechanism it was difficult to measure its effectiveness. The panel presented some examples of existing mechanisms and enforced, mostly, that a truly effective mechanism would need to integrate with the civil societies and the victims. It has to be recognized that victims and civil society are the real experts and their voices must be heard and given space within a review process. With this in mind, it was created the victim-centred monitoring mechanism, which consists on consulting with current and former victims of crimes covered by UNTOC, their service providers and advocates about the implementation and impact of the Convention, at every stage. Currently there are organizations working in more than 30 countries from all regions of the world on this campaign. 

Advocating for the monitoring mechanism spoke Andreas Hernandez, from Transparency International. He exposed the experience from the anti-corruption conventions (UNCAC), in which was created a civil society coalition to advocate at national, regional and international levels. The highest priorities posed were: country visits, non-governmental input, transparent process (reports and recommendations), implementation review group, and funding. He observed that advocacy efforts and better coordination of governments supporting the mechanism produced wide public support and among the lager obstacles were the need for consensus between the countries, therefore forcing the need to make concessions to reach agreements. Most importantly is to overcome the full rejection of non-governmental participation. Any condition on participation of civil society will be an obstacle, since they strengthen the effectiveness and credibility of a review mechanism, help building arguments and best practices and translate technical language into clear messages to wider audiences. Thus, a successful review process requires political will, adequate funding, good management and, most of all, new goals for civil society coalition.

Further advocating for the implementation of a review mechanism, Yael Danieli presented the importance of NGOs participation, since much of the expertise comes from them and governments should learn to capitalize from this vast pool of knowledge. There are NGOs alliances all across the world organized in special working groups with particular projects. As an example, the Resolution of the Restorative Justice adopted in Vienna was drafted by an alliance. Extremely active, there are civil societies with expertise in the most various matters, giving them a much wider scope of influence and teaching capacity. As a matter of fact, all initiatives related to victims have been initiated by civil societies, proving its importance. 

To finalize the panel, the representative from the Latin America and Caribbean network for the GAATW brought an inspiring report providing an overview of the situation of the victim of trafficking in persons. Above all, it asks for action on the empowerment of those victims, making them the center of the discussion rather than “one more element in a paper file”. Furthermore, no policies should be made without an effective participation of those to whom those policies are intended. Lastly, it was pointed out that there are a significant number of civil societies which are completely excluded from the decision process in the UN system. Thus, the civil societies have different global status and this should be taken in consideration when advocating for their integration in the monitoring mechanism. Is this integration limited to certain status?  

83 – Cancelled

84- Mobilizing development to prevent crime: Local to Global Approaches

Session Coordinator: Luigi De Martino (luigi.demartino@genevadeclaration.org) – Government of Brazil
Time and place of session:  April 15, 1200-1400, Yemanja.
Speakers:
Robert Muggah, Research Director, Small Arms Survey, Geneva, SwitzerlandChair; Theme: On global violence trends

Maristela Marques Baioni, UNDP country representative, Brasilia, Brazil, Theme: UNDP South-South action on crime prevention/mapping

Daniel Cerqueira, Professor of Economics, PUC, IPEA, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Theme: arms availability and crime onset

Yolanda de Leon, Deputy Director, CARIMPACS, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

Stafford Liburd , Deputy Commissioner of Police, St.Kitts and Nevis

Renato Lima, Director, Forum Segurance, Sao Paolo, Brazil, Theme: Brazil's criminal violence and MDG attainment

Steven Malby, Programme Officer, UNODC, Vienna, Austria, Theme: global crime/homicide trends

Dennis Misne, Executive Director, Sou do Paz, Sao Paolo, Brazil, Theme: Sao Paulo's criminal violence and civil society strategies
Fajardo Richard, Los Angeles County, USA. 
Summary:
Many governments around the world recognise that heavy handed approaches to violent crime prevention are insufficient on their own to prevent and reduce victimisation. State and civil society actors are conscious that efforts to address the "risks" of crime onset are as important as those designed to reduce "symptoms" including homicide, violent assault and sexual violence. Especially in Latin America and the Caribbean, national and urban authorities are beginning to work with multilateral development agencies, non-governmental organisations, the media and the private sector to promote "developmental" approaches to crime prevention. 
Critical elements for effective crime prevention are often synonymous with good development policy and programming. Interventions that advance poverty alleviation, social and economic development and cultural and racial diversity are as important as investments in judicial and penal reform, policing and prisons. Evidence presented by the Global Burden of Armed Violence indicates that the deconcentration of income inequality, proactive social inclusion, and targeted youth employment and education schemes can positively alter the onset, duration and dynamics of violence. 
The Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development (www.genevadeclaration.org) is a multilateral process designed to raise awareness about the causes, consequences and responses to violence, including violent crime. It highlights, among other things, the mutually reinforcing relationships between armed violence reduction and development. Together with a range of UN partners, the Geneva Declaration is proposing a panel at the UNODC Conference to bring together international experience on "developmental approaches to crime prevention". Co-hosted by the Geneva Declaration Secretariat and the Brazilian Ministry of Justice, the panel will include academics, crime prevention and development practitioners, police authorities, and non-governmental organisations.

85-Rule of law situation in Haiti after the earthquake

Session Coordinator: Richard Kuuire (Kuuire@un.org) – UNODC, DPKO, UNDP

Time and location of the event: 14 April, 14.30-16.00, Juriti 

Rapporteur: Pedro Paulo Martins da Fonseca

Speakers:  

· Robert Pulver

· Djordje Djordjevic

· Ricarda Amberg, UNODC

Number of people in the audience: 20

Summary 

Robert Pulver began the presentation explaining that the institutions in Haiti before the earthquake were quite dysfunctional and afterwards they became even less operative. Consequently, strengthening the rule of law is primordial. 

After the earthquake, almost 5,000 prisoners escaped. For that reason, it is necessary to improve security, including for those delivering humanitarian aid. Many prisons were damaged, but now 14 out of 17 prisons are operational and holding 4,014 inmates.

Cooperation between the United Nations and the authorities of Haiti focuses not only on prisons but also on justice and this tragedy brings an opportunity to help this nation. The Ministry of Justice and Public Security elaborated a three-stage post-crisis recovery plan:

· The crisis response (Jan-Apr 2010): providing security and public order by securing prisons, ensuring prisoner welfare and facilitating immediate infrastructure assessment/recovery

· The recovery stage (Apr-Dec 2010): facilitating reconstruction and renovation of prison institutions and resumption of training programs for prison officials.

· Normalization (Jan-Dec 2011): supporting security, strengthening the rule of law and building the capacity of the State to resume corrections programs. 

According to Robert Pulver, the immediate needs are: to rehabilitate eight prisons, to rebuild civil prisons, to complete the construction of the civil prisons and to provide essential equipment to the prisons’ administration and personnel, including adequate equipment for the filing system. 

The justice situation is also quite bad. Only 1,018 national judicial staff are on duty and minimal court operations exist; the court of appeals is not functioning and the tribunal of first instance is only dealing with criminal cases.

The kind of assistance provided to the judicial authorities consists of an the on-the-spot assessment of court infrastructure in Port-au-Prince and the regions, the salvage of court files and storing them in safe locations, 14 International Justice section staff currently deployed in MINUSTAH Justice Section and resumption of monitoring and advising functions in Port-au-Prince and the regions.

UN police is working together with the Haitian National Police, but more officers are needed, especially Francophone officers.

The police-related challenges include: insufficient commitment from Member States; mission absorption capacity to accommodate people; and a strong political support for the strategic framework to support the Haitian National Police, adequate police component structure and capacities, vis-à-vis the developing situation and non-conventional environment.

Ricarda Amberg noted that Haiti was a key route for drug trafficking. After the earthquake, it is expected that these activities will boom, so support in this field is necessary. Human trafficking is also another problem. Consequently, it is important to develop or strengthen protocols of operations/cooperation between the border forces in the Dominican Republic and Haiti.

An anti-corruption team is working with OECD and the relevant civil society partners on the issue of corruption, preparing an oversight mechanism to comply with international standards on the use of available resources, due diligence and financial reporting and laying the basis for the strengthening of the National Anti-Corruption Unit and combating corruption in the public administration and especially in the justice and security sectors.

DPKO, UNDP and UNODC are supporting the justice department and the police to reduce criminality.

Djordje Djordjevic spoke about UN assistance, which is based on supporting the Ministry of Justice and Public Security’s Post-Crisis Recovery Plan to re-establish integrated basic service delivery with regard to justice, corrections, police, and community violence reduction. This Recovery Plan is the overarching framework for rule of law assistance for post-crisis recovery, as well as long-term development in Haiti. The projected budget is USD 60.1 million. Some USD 17 million has been secured, with UNDP contributing USD 7 million, and pledges being made by Norway and Canada towards implementation of the Ministry’s Recovery Plan.

This dramatic disaster is, however, an opportunity for joint sectoral assessments within the broader PDNA framework, a broad alliance of assistance providers and to set the groundwork for long-term and sustainable development of the rule of law. 

86-Rede Justica Criminal

Session Coordinator: Helena Romanach (Helena@soudapaz.org) – Instituto Sou da Paz

Time and place of session:  April 16, 1800-1930, Kariri
Speakers: 
Helena Romanach - Sou da Paz, Mary Miller FLowers – OSI, Luciana Zaffalon – IDDD, Julita Lemgruber – ARP, Tamara Melo - Justiça Global, Pastoral Carceraria - Heidi Cernek – a total of ten taking part
Summary:
A network organization’s meeting on pre-trial detention in Brazil

87-International Statistics on Crime and Justice

Session coordinator: Kauko Aromaa (kauko.aromaa@om.fi), European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations 

Time and location of the event: 15 April, 12–1.30 p.m., Arara

Rapporteur: Larissa Araripe

Speakers: 

· Kauko Aromaa, European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI) Helsinki, Finland

· Steven Malby, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

· Ineke Haen Marshall, Northeastern University, United States

Number of people in the audience: 30

Summary:

The main purpose of this meeting was to promote and discuss the recent publication released by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI) International Statistics on Crime and Justice.  

The publication was compiled by UNODC and HEUNI using results of the United Nations Survey on Crime Trends and Operations of criminal justice systems. The publication contained eight chapters, covering intentional homicide, police-recorded crime, drug crime, complex crimes, responses of the criminal justice system, attributes of the criminal justice systems, including resources, performance and punitivity, trends in world prison populations, and crime and criminal justice statistics challenges. In addition, the chapter on homicide made use of available national level data, as well as data from public health institutions.

Steven Malby delivered a first presentation on homicide, drug, and complex crime statistics. He noted that homicide was one of the most effectively recorded crimes and could serve as an important indicator for crime involving inter-personal violence, Results presented in the report indicated that trends in intentional homicide trend in most countries seems to be either stabilized or decreasing, with few exceptions, mostly in Central America and the Caribbean, where a number of countries showed increasing rates. UNODC research suggested that such increasing trends may be linked, in part, to the challenges of organized crime, drug trafficking and gang activity. While data on intentional homicide was relatively accessible for most countries in the world, countries in Africa still showed very limited criminal justice data availability.

Statistics on drug crimes, could be divided broadly into drug possession/use (less serious offence) and drug trafficking (more serious offence). However, results should be interpreted cautiously due to diversity of definitions in terms of the range of actions that are included and the seriousness threshold. It is also the case that drug crime rates could be driven as much by differences between countries in law enforcement activity as by underlying drug activity.  

In addition to ‘conventional’ or ‘household’ crime, crimes of a complex nature often represent the most serious threats to the rule of law and stability, not least due to their often transnational nature. Despite the gravity of such offences, most countries were only able to provide police-recorded offence data for some of these crimes, such as smuggling of migrants, currency counterfeiting and corruption. Even where data is available, it is not clear, however, that such figures can be taken as indicative of underlying trends in actual criminal events. 

Following Mr. Malby’s presentation, Kauko Aromaa of HEUNI presented some example results from the UNODC/HEUNI publication on measuring conventional crime types such as motor vehicle theft, robbery and kidnapping. He highlighted that police-recorded crime statistics were a product of an administrative system and, as such, must be interpreted in this context. Figures published by national authorities or reported at the international level were a result of the process of crime reporting, processing and recording. Victimization surveys showed that underlying levels of some types of crime may often be far higher than those actually reported to the police; the so-called ‘dark figure of crime’. Mr. Aromaa used some examples from the publication to highlight that sub-regional rates calculated on the basis of police-recorded crime statistics showed significant differences and that such rates must be considered in light of the tendency of persons to report crime and the efficiency of the administrative recording process.

Finally, Ineke Haen Marshall presented a brief critique on the point as to whether the crime statistics published in the UNODC/HEUNI publication could be considered to ‘really measure crime’. She also posed the question as to how such statistics could be made more useful for policy makers. She concluded that there was reason for optimism and affirmed that “we are long past the stage of infancy with regard to our understanding of crime data”. However, Ms Marshall cautioned that results were more accurate when it came to the analysis of trends rather than country comparisons and should always be used cautiously. She also recommended that, since the “21st Century is the century of the city”, future waves of United Nations data collection on crime and criminal justice also focus on collecting data from main cities.  

The meeting concluded that it was vital to understand that the improvement of crime and criminal justice statistics was a continuous process. Main challenges continued to include the fact of limited data availability for many countries. Future initiatives should try to reduce the time lag between data collection and data availability, to increase the use of victimization surveys and to further understand and account for differences in crime definitions between countries. 

88 - Cancelled

89-Strategies for the Prevention of Trafficking in Women and Children

Session Coordinator: Debora Cristina da silva Aranha (daranha@winrock.org.br) – Winrock International

Time and location of the event: 12 – 13:30 – Kariri Room

Rapporteur: Raquel Trabazo

Speakers: 

Marlene Vaz, expert sociologist and researcher

Débora Aranha, Winrock International Program Officer and Coordinator of the Combating the Abuse and Trafficking of Children (CATCH)

Jeni Cobb Sorensen, Program Officer and Pratice Lead for Anti-Trafficking in Persons

Number of people in the audience: 52

Summary

The seminar was coordinated by Adriana Varens, a member of the Terre des Hommes Foundation, an institution from Switzerland. The main purpose of the session was to present the results of two research documents on child trafficking in the state of Bahia, Brazil, and to give exposure to some of the programs Winrock has been running worldwide. 

Marlene Vaz started the presentation explaining some conclusions over the research entitled “The identities of truck drivers: a study of the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents on the highways of the State of Bahia”, in which she tried to describe the profile of those who work sometimes as traffickers, but mainly as clients and sexual exploiters. Interviews with truck drivers indicated that most of them were men between the ages of 40 and 49, religious, poorly educated, married and parents concerned about the future of their kids. They constantly mentioned how much they missed their children and how bored they were while on the road, which would be the reason why they looked for sex, as amusement. They know that it is a crime to sexually exploit children, and are even able to mention the articles of the national criminal code they violate, but they blame it on the girls that supposedly provoke and offer themselves to them. An interesting point is that those who are fathers wish their daughters to only have sex after getting married, never drink or do drugs, and stay most part of the time recluse learning how to take care of the house.

Ms. Vaz also highlighted that it’s well known in Brazil that being a prostitute is not a crime, and that this is based on the idea that an adult is free to choose what to do with his or her own body. However, when it comes to children, there is absolutely no freedom of choice, they are simply pushed to do things the consequences of which they are not completely conscious of. Because of that, Marlene Vaz stressed that instead of saying “a child is a prostitute” we must say that a “child has been prostituted” by an adult who should havior of protection. The panelist ended up exposing that since the beginning of the study in 1974 nothing has been done by the government authorities, except for a few programs to train professionals.

A police officer from the State of Pará informed that the authorities there are running a program to fight trafficking committed by truck drivers. Then, Marlene Vaz stressed that it is vital that researchers and authorities work together, as a team, because each of their work complements that of the other.

Débora Aranha brought a new perspective while exposing the conclusions of the “Research on Trafficking of Children and Adolescents for sexual exploitation in Bahia, Brazil”. She focused on the victims’ profile, looking for the reasons why they are easily led into a life of prostitution and their personal points of view about their situation. She concluded that 86.4% are girls, mostly black and poorly educated (the majority of them only studied until fourth grade), coming from families in which the incomes are less than a minimum salary. Most of them already had a baby and had had an abortion. The trafficking happens with the help of a person the victim knows, who could be a relative or someone from the community where she lives. The invitations always highlight the possibility of a life change, especially financially speaking.

What is curious among the conclusions the panelist exposed is the fact that the girls don’t see themselves as victims of trafficking or sexual crimes. They only feel victimized on the matter that they are not paid fairly enough. In other words, even recognizing that their lives are a nightmare, they are concerned about how much money they get for the hours they are obliged to work.

In the cities of Salvador and Feira de Santana, 43% of clients of prostitutes are Brazilian tourists from other parts of the country. An important point is that most of the girls have received some kind of support by government organizations, but still the girls go back to a life of prostitution. Besides, the people they mention as their models and examples in life are local artists (singers, dancers, actors) – none of them mentioned the parents or other relatives.

Jeni Cobb Sorensen explained some of the actions to fight trafficking in persons that have been implemented worldwide. Many governments have laws that were never applied properly but that only exist to show that the country is concerned about the issue. In Russia, Moldova and Ukraine, work is being done to build the capacity of professionals and to provide legal and psychosocial services to counsel the population and prevent the traffic of human beings. In Ukraine, specifically, there are organizations responsible for helping women find jobs in their own towns, trying to prevent them from looking for work outside the country.  

Marcos Dias, a Brazilian police officer, said that he frequently feels unable to fight the problem, because each time there is a severe treatment against the exploiters and a constant patrol, the sexual exploitation doesn’t end, it only moves somewhere else. He adds that only policies to promote social inclusion would make some difference and reduce the number of victims. He also expressed support for the implementation of cheap leisure options at gas stations, so that truckers can fill their free time having fun in ways that don’t include engaging in child prostitution.

Marlene said that the Ministry of Education of Brazil has never executed a program to raise awareness among children and adolescents of their sexuality and that the quality of teaching has not been good or interesting enough to keep children in school.

CYBER CRIME COMPUTER LAB

Cooperation between UNODC and Microsoft led to the establishment of Cyber Crime Computer courses conducted in a sophisticated computer lab. The lab contained fifty networked computers for students and an instructor’s station. A computer projector allowed for showing the entire audience what was on the instructor’s computer and the individual computers provided each student the opportunity for hand-on experience with the various cyber crime fighting tools.

Microsoft Courses:

Advanced Forensic Topic: Windows 7 Forensic Preview

Windows 7 launched in October of 2009 and has been rapidly gaining market share.  Investigators around the world must understand what changes need to be considered when performing an investigation on the newest operating system from Microsoft. This course outlines new and deprecated features as well as additional information related to features of investigative interest such as; encryption, virtualisation and file system enhancements.

Advanced Forensic Topic: Detecting Removable Media in Windows

The Universal Serial Bus (USB) is a widely utilised communication mechanism for external devices on Windows. USB thumb drives are getting smaller whilst storage capacities are increasing. An increasing number of peripherals including scanners, printers, cameras and smart phones are capable of communicating with the Windows Operating System in ways never before possible. Investigators will need to understand how to identify and detect these devices pursuant to an investigation. This combination presentation / hands-on lab will take investigators through the steps of identifying and matching removable media to Windows based computers.

Advanced Internet Investigations: Computer Online Forensic Evidence Extractor (COFEE)

The Computer Online Forensic Evidence Extractor (COFEE) tool was developed by Microsoft based on discussions and experiences with Law Enforcement worldwide. The current version of the tool represents a tangible result of this important public-private partnership. The instructor will provide an overview of the COFEE tool with a live demonstration of the function and use of the latest release version. This is not a formal COFEE training course and the tool will not be available for participants to take home, however additional information will be made available for qualified law enforcement and government personnel the receive the tool through the proper distribution channels.

The Basics of Internet Investigations: How the Internet Really Works

The Internet has changed almost every aspect of daily life. Increasingly Industry, Government, Academia and Individuals rely on the resources provided through the Internet. Whilst the vast majority of people use this resource responsibly, there are those that use the Internet for nefarious purposes.  Whether it is the hosting of child exploitation images, phishing sites and online scams or any of the additional array of criminal activity perpetrated by those individuals exploiting the Internet, Law Enforcement and Judicial Officials must be equipped with the knowledge and tools to enable them to counter these threats. This combination presentation / hands-on lab will take users new to internet investigations from understanding how the Internet works by explaining Internet Protocol (IP) addressing, IP Routing, Domain Name System (DNS) and will focus that newly learned knowledge on investigating email headers from a real scam email.

Korean Institute of Criminology Course

The Korean Institute of Criminology (KIC) under the auspices of United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has prepared the Virtual Forum against Cybercrime (VFAC). During the Congress delegates, using the Cyber Crime Computer Lab, were able to experience the VFAC trial program which was installed on the Lab’s computers.

The main goal of the Virtual Forum Against Cybercrime is to provide a training program for law-enforcement personnel to combat cybercrime and practical information on cybercrime for researchers and the public at large.

The Virtual Forum Against Cybercrime has four objectives: first, to deliver technical assistance; second, to provide training and education; third, to build a network of cybercrime research; and fourth, to act as a clearinghouse of research resources in the field of cybercrime control.

LESSONS LEARNED

The following “lessons learned” are derived from a combination of the information contained in this report and from reviewing material from the United Nations Congresses on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice held in Milan, Italy (1985), Havana, Cuba (1990), Cairo, Egypt (1995), Vienna, Austria (2000)  and Bangkok, Thailand (2005) for which I have had the pleasure of coordinating the NGO activities.

Note:  For purposes of the following, NGO Coordinator refers to the non-UN Staff person and UN-staff person refers to the individual assigned by the UN to handle the NGO activities during the Congress.

Organization

Lesson Learned:  The NGO Coordinator should begin work three years prior to the Congress.  

Explanation:  Even though the site of the Congress may not be confirmed at that time, it is important that the NGO coordinator begin attending UN Crime Commission Meetings; visit with UN staff and, as soon as possible, members of the host-government coordinating committee.  This advance work allows for the definition of roles, duties and responsibilities between the parties and enhances coordination and cooperation.  It also allows members of the NGO community to become familiar with the NGO coordinator and to begin their planning for activities and ancillary meetings they may wish to host.

Lesson Learned:  The UN Secretariat in Vienna should establish a position to work with the NGO coordinator as soon as work on the Congress begins.

Explanation:  This is not suggesting a person to work full time in this capacity; rather a job duty assigned to a specific individual.  The UN Chain of Command and staffing changes with relative frequency.  There should be one major point of contact within the UN Secretariat assigned to communicate with the NGO coordinator in order to avoid confusion.  It is natural for the NGO coordinator to visit with a variety of people on the UN staff about Congress arrangements – even three years in advance of the Congress.  In order to ensure that the conversations held result in coordinated and accepted activities, there should be one UN staff person who is responsible to record the decisions and make sure appropriate UN personnel are informed.  It is realized in this recommendation that the UN Secretariat is not able to identify the person who may ultimately be in charge of working with the NGOs during the Congress three years in advance of the Congress.  Therefore, the UN staff person assigned to work with the NGO coordinator may change over time.  However, the notes and records that person keeps should be passed on to their successor.  It is recommended that in making this assignment the UN Secretariat strongly consider the person who is normally responsible for keeping the list of NGOs up to date.

Lesson Learned:  The NGO coordinator should be invited to attend UN Secretariat Congress planning meetings and should be considered part of the Congress planning team.

Explanation:  Not only is it important for the NGO coordinator to know what plans the UN Secretariat is making in order to answer questions from the NGO community and to have sufficient information to make plans for NGO participation, but the UN Secretariat planners and host government team can benefit from input as to NGO needs and plans.  The large number of NGO representatives and individual experts requires that the NGO coordinator have a working relationship with various members of the UN Secretariat staff including those responsible for conference services, security and data processing.

Lesson Learned:  A Web site should be established by the NGO coordinator no less than two years prior to the Congress to inform NGOs of plans and to provide up-to-date information.  The Web site should be updated weekly.

Explanation:  The Web site can be part of an existing Web site (this year we used the ISPAC Web site with special sections on the Congress).  Even though the UN has its own Web site, they must wait until plans have been given official approval before they can display their information.  The planning process for many NGOs is very fluid and the more information, even general and speculative information, they have in advance the better for them.  The NGO Web site can put information on and stress its draft or preliminary nature.  The NGO Web site can also list plans of NGOs, especially those who might want to host ancillary meetings so others can ask to join with them.  

Ancillary Meetings

Lesson Learned:  A schedule of time slots and available rooms should be established no later than one-year prior to the Congress.  A chart of potential Ancillary Meetings should be placed on the NGO Congress Web site.

Explanation:  The listing of potential meetings, even those that may not occur, is important to place before the NGO community so that groups with similar ideas and interests can coordinate.  The chart also shows what times and slots are available.  However, specific times and dates for ancillary meetings should not be assigned until the sponsoring organization confirms that they will host their proposed meeting.  This allows NGOs to confirm their speakers for specific times – some speakers need more than a year to clear their schedule and begin preparations to attend the Congress.  Time slots should be assigned on a first-come-first-served basis.

Lesson Learned:  No less than 4, but preferably 6 rooms should be established for Ancillary Meetings and NGO meetings.  The rooms should be equipped with interpretation booths, audio-visual equipment for presentations and should be able to seat between 100 and 150 individuals.  The rooms should be available from the second day of the Congress to the day before the end of the Congress.

Explanation:  The expansion of the popularity of ancillary meetings calls for 15-20 meetings each day of the Congress, with the exception of the first day and the last day. It is possible that the second to the last day, due to the interest NGOs have in the UN’s High Level Segment is also not a good day to attempt to hold ancillary meetings,  Most organizers find that 1 ½  hours is an ideal amount of time for each session.  In a few cases 2-hour meetings are more appropriate. It has become important that all sessions have the possibility of interpretation, so rooms should be equipped for that possibility.  For ancillary meetings it has been generally found that 3 interpretation booths are adequate.  Currently, English, Spanish and French are the most used languages. However, if a large number of participants from the host nation are expected, a fourth booth should be added. If the location of the Congress is in an area where Chinese or Arabic-speaking participants might be a large part of the audience then additional booths would be required.  Currently, video projectors are very common for presentations so all the rooms should be equipped to accommodate this.  It is important that the decision on the number of rooms, equipment and availability of interpretation equipment be made during the initial negotiations between the UN and the host country so the NGO coordinator will know what will be available and the cost implications.

Lesson Learned:  In addition to the regular ancillary meeting format used by most NGOs, specialized training sessions should also be encouraged.

Explanation:  During the Bangkok and Salvador Congresses, in addition to the Institute-sponsored Workshops and the NGO ancillary meetings, a highly technical and detailed three to four day cyber crime training session was conducted by UNODC and Microsoft.  The opportunity for criminal justice practitioners to receive the training, interact with other experts and to be part of the world’s major meeting on criminal justice provides a unique opportunity for learning, cooperation and network building.  One of the potential advantages of the UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice is to allow for such opportunities.

Lesson Learned:
 Only UN-sponsored ancillary meetings and workshops should occur at the Congress.

Explanation:
During the Salvador Congress, the host government conducted an independent conference intended, in most cases, only for Brazilian delegates. At times, this strained the resources originally made available for the UN NGO community and when conflicts arose exacerbated what appeared to be favoritism toward the host nation in a conference and by an organization that, at previous Congresses has worked hard to treat all delegates, nations and NGOs equally.

Lesson Learned: Those hosting ancillary meetings should be encouraged to print flyers and to publicize their session.

Explanation: 
Attendance at meetings was directly related to the amount of publicity the session host gave their session. Though there were some exceptions, such as busses being provided by the host nation to bring delegates from their hotels to the conference center being late several mornings which impacted attendance at the first session, usually those who produced flyers and displayed notices throughout the conference center received the larger audiences.

Lesson Learned:   Ancillary meeting hosts should encourage their participants to provide copies of their papers and/or PowerPoint presentations early.

Explanation:
Having the papers early allows the ancillary meeting coordinator to provide copies to the interpreters and rapporteurs. It also could lend itself to the production of a booklet containing many of the presentations. That booklet could be make available electronically to the participants during and immediately after the Congress.

General

Lesson Learned:  Exhibits should be a major part of the United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and should be controlled and coordinated by the ancillary meeting coordinator.

Explanation:  The combination of NGO, non-profit, government and commercial exhibits provides delegates a rare opportunity to view criminal justice products and services in an environment where they can talk to the exhibitors and also visit with individuals from other nations who may have had experience with the vendor, product or service.  The field of criminal justice is filled with constantly changing technology, philosophy and programs.  Both government representatives and practitioners need an opportunity to see what is available.  In Bangkok the exhibits were organized by the ancillary meeting coordinator and were truly international. In Brazil the exhibits were controlled by the Brazilian host committee and were dominated by Brazilian organizations, making the Congress exhibits more about a single nation than the world community.

Lesson Learned:  There should continue to be United Nations Congresses on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.

Explanation:  During the Salvador Congress, several representatives of NGOs and individual experts discussed the cost-benefit of the United Nations Crime Congress.  The unanimous conclusion was that the Congresses are both important and productive.  Realizing that the Congress is expensive to the United Nations and the nations which attend, the discussions centered on the cost-effectiveness of such meetings.  Most of the NGO representatives and individual experts pointed out that they cover their own costs.  The NGOs also cover a large part of the costs of the services they require (i.e. interpretation, etc.).   With this in mind, those participating in the discussions felt their personal investments and those of their organizations and governments in the Congresses on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice were valuable (in excess of the costs to hold them) because:

1. Regardless of the final declaration to come out of any Congress, the discussions that take place at the preparatory meetings and the Crime Commission help mold the criminal justice debate and add to needed research.

2. The focus the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Congress brings to the issues of human rights and criminal justice enhances the ability of individual nations and NGOs to work on those issues.

3. The large gathering of politicians and practitioners from the governmental and non-governmental world provides a unique opportunity for interchange and networking that does not exist in any other forum.

4. The opportunity for academics, practitioners, institutes, organizations and government representatives to present new data or to discuss issues with people from various philosophies, regions of the world, with vastly different economic and political realities is in itself an important activity and one desperately needed in a world where crime is increasingly sophisticated and something that is not likely to happen on such a large scale and/or in a neutral arena without the Congress.

JOINT STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Thank you, Mr. President, for giving me the floor.  This statement is made on behalf of NGOs and individual experts represented at the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and has been prepared through an open consultative process to develop our shared viewpoint. 

Civil society has a key role in contributing to the development and implementation of national and international instruments and structures to combat crime and victimization.  We challenge abuses, defend human rights, identify systemic weaknesses. We advocate for, and propose, new initiatives and approaches for just and humane responses to both the victims and the perpetrators of crime. It is in this spirit that we make this statement. Our statement will address victims, juveniles, access to justice and fair treatment, organized crime and research and evaluation.

Victims

Every year, all over the world, more than one billion people suffer harm as a result of crime.  Millions more are victims of abuse of power and terrorism.  Throughout history they have been forgotten and ignored segments of their societies, without a voice or rights. While the rights of offenders have been established, those of victims have been largely overlooked. At best, criminal justice systems have used victims as witnesses to establish their cases. 

The Seventh UN Congress adopted the United Nations Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power. For the first time, the international community recognized their plight and acknowledged their rights. This, and all subsequent victim rights instruments and provisions, called on States to promote and fulfil the rights of victims and ensure that their needs are met. We call for the establishment of an expert group to study the implementation of these instruments and to make recommendations.

No member of the international community can speak of any crime without acknowledging its victims and their rights. We call on all States to adopt and implement appropriate legislation, policies, and practices for the protection of, and assistance to, victims of crime, abuse of power and terrorism. Justice would then be realised both for the victims and for society.

Juveniles

A second major concern we address is juveniles.

All Member States should adopt a minimum age of criminal responsibility.  We propose that this should be no less than 12 years of age as established under international law.  Additionally we recommend that the minimum age of criminal responsibility be increased to 14 as proposed by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture.

Children living in the street and / or domestically-abused children should be the concern of the community as a whole. Staff in relevant community-based institutions and organizations should have specialized training to support and assist these children to become viable members of their communities, also to prevent their further victimization and possible criminalization.

The children of prisoners are forgotten victims of crime.  Their needs should be taken into account at each stage of the criminal justice process, from arrest to release from prison.

Turning to children who come into conflict with the law, we recommend that young children below the age of criminal responsibility should be dealt with through supportive care rather than punishment, as recommended by international instruments. 

Responses to offences committed by minors should have an educational aim and, as far as possible, ensure the young person's participation in decisions made about them throughout the process. All measures on their behalf should be regularly monitored in order to improve them. They should ensure the protection of those minors deprived of their liberty, in particular their physical and mental integrity and their welfare.

Access to Justice and Fair Treatment

The third concern is how we ensure access to justice and fair treatment.

Civil society and governments have a responsibility to work together to reduce prison populations. Restorative justice is one example of an effective and useful tool in working with offenders and preserving the interests of victims. It is important that the public understand how it works and appreciate its benefits. 

The excessive and arbitrary use of pre-trial detention and inadequate access to legal aid for disadvantaged  defendants undermine confidence in criminal justice systems. They result in a series of adverse consequences that are almost certainly magnified further down the criminal justice chain. These undermine health, promote corruption and torture and contribute to the social exclusion of pre-trial detainees and their families. Limiting the use of pre-trial detention is critical. The accused person must have access to proper legal assistance as early as possible, including in police custody.

In view of the rapidly increasing use of prison for women who offend, we call on the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to adopt the draft Supplementary Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders this year, as they summarize best practice in working with women who offend.

Given the high proportion of drug users in prison populations in many countries, it is important to utilize fully evidence-based alternatives to conviction, punishment and imprisonment. Where treatment is compulsory, the place of detention for treatment should be subject to inspection in the same way as prisons.

Following from this, we stress that visiting mechanisms for prisons are essential. They ensure that the treatment of inmates complies with UN standards and norms. We strongly urge States that have not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture to do so, and those which have ratified it to designate or establish independent and effective national preventive mechanisms.

A binding instrument with an effective monitoring mechanism to cover the Standard Minimum Rules is required. We ask the Commission to establish a working group to consider the preparation of a draft Convention or similar instrument on the rights of persons held in places of compulsory detention,

We call upon the General Assembly, through the Commission, to take note of the document "Basic Principles of Religious Freedom in Prison" that was reviewed by prison managers, representatives of Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, Eastern Orthodox, Protestant Christian and Roman Catholic faiths, and by a number of Member States at this Congress.

Transnational and Organized Crime

At the 4th Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC), States Parties declared that a victim-centered approach was essential to an effective strategy to protect and assist victims of trafficking. Just as victim-centered approaches are key to the implementation of the Protocol, so they are essential to its effective review. In the year 2000, victims of trafficking placed their hope in an international framework promising to prevent, suppress, and punish trafficking in persons. They have now waited 10 long years for this to become reality. Member States must support a victim-centered monitoring mechanism to UNTOC and its protocols without further delay.

Turning to organized crime and corruption, in our view, these are two sides of the same coin. We call for integration of crime prevention and anti-corruption strategies to advance justice, equity and the possibility of achieving sustainable development and for the implementation of the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). 

Research and Evaluation

There is a need for more research on effective criminal justice practice, particularly in crime prevention. Greater emphasis should be placed on criminal justice education, taking advantage of new technology and teaching techniques. The Commission should consider the development of a Criminal Justice Education Declaration.

Finally, we thank our Brazilian hosts for this excellent opportunity to exchange ideas. A great deal of reform in criminal justice has occurred in Latin America over the past 25 years pertaining to the Rule of Law. Much can be learned from the region in improving criminal justice throughout the world.

Concluding Remarks

As civil society organizations we are committed to monitoring progress in implementing the Salvador Declaration and the resolutions adopted by the Commission and other UN bodies. We look forward to maintaining our critical partnership in advancing the effectiveness of crime prevention and criminal justice.

Thank you, Mr. President.

�	 Prepared by the International Commission of Catholic Prison and Pastoral Care, in cooperation with the International Prison Chaplains Association, the International Corrections and Prisons Association, and Penal Reform International. 


�	 The victims invited were either individuals who themselves were targets or family members of those who had been the targets of terrorist acts as defined by the 16 international legal instruments for the prevention and punishment of terrorists acts (� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/terrorism/instruments"��http://www.un.org/terrorism/instruments�).








